ii) Give a detailed account, including variants, of Alexander’s relationship with Roxanne in the sources. Focus upon Quintus Curtius Rufus 8.4.21-30; Plutarch Alex. 47.4; Arrian 4.19.5 6.
 
This account aims to show depictions of Alexanders relationship with Roxanne/Roxana through different sources. Alexander marries Roxanne shortly after his conquest of Bactria, in which she is the daughter of the chieftain Oxyartes, in 327 BCE. The various depictions of Roxanne and her marriage to Alexander will show the difference in their status, the similarities in which these authors interpret her and the implications of their relationship. 
Quintus Curtius Rufus describes Alexander first meeting with Roxanne during a banquet ‘of oriental magnificence[footnoteRef:1]’ hosted by Oxyartes (her father) after being defeated by Alexander’s conquest. He portrays Roxanne as a barbarian but emphasises on her ‘remarkable beauty[footnoteRef:2]’ and that Alexander was ‘transported with love[footnoteRef:3]’ indicating a love at first sight scenario. Quintus Curtius Rufus frames this romance with the political side of their marriage in securing his command in this stage of his conquest with an alliance due to the fact that ‘Persians and Macedonians be joined in wedlock[footnoteRef:4]’. Depicting different aspects of this relationship shows his broader interest in the multiple angles that this marriage brings. Similarly, Heckel writes on the political standpoint in that the marriage ‘could bring stability to the region[footnoteRef:5]’ but only writes on this political marriage viewpoint, not bringing in a romantic side like Quintus Curtius Rufus does.  [1:  Quintus Curtius Rufus, 8.4.22]  [2:  Quintus Curtius Rufus, 8.4.23]  [3:  Quintus Curtius Rufus, 8.4.25]  [4:  Quintus Curtius Rufus, 8.4.25]  [5:  Heckel, pg. 572.] 

Similarly to Quintus Curtius Rufus, Plutarch writes about alexanders ‘affections[footnoteRef:6]’ towards Roxana, as well as small mentions of the political implications their marriage bring forth. Plutarch writes about Alexanders character in that he ‘would not consent to approach … without the sanction of law[footnoteRef:7]’ and thus showing the fact that even with the violence shown during his conquests he valued his ‘love affair[footnoteRef:8]’ over forcing Roxana to marry him. Additionally, Plutarch also writes about the initial meeting in which he describes as Alexander seeing Roxana ‘in her youthful beauty taking part in a dance at a banquet[footnoteRef:9]’, also showing her beauty and their meeting at the banquet, which verifies this narrative on love at first sight. This shows more of an importance to the romance aspect to this marriage, and Heckel also collaborates this narrative, stating that ‘it was almost certainly at this point that the banquet at which Rhoxane was introduced to Alexander occurred, and the king took his first oriental bride[footnoteRef:10]’.  [6:  Plutarch, 47.4.]  [7:  Plutarch, 47.4]  [8:  Plutarch, 47.4]  [9:  Plutarch, 47.4]  [10:  Heckel, pg. 573. ] 

Contrary, Arrian emphasises the romance between Roxana and Alexander, rather than the implications with the political status which Quintus Curtius Rufus focuses on. However, similarly to Plutarch, Arrian writes that ‘no sooner did Alexander see her than he fell in love with her[footnoteRef:11]’ emphasising the romance within this excerpt and also mentions her status as the daughter of Oxyartes. Arrian states that Alexander ‘did not think it derogatory to his dignity to marry her[footnoteRef:12]’, which highlights a similar narrative of his character and thoughts on what Alexander thought more important to himself (placing his love and marriage with Roxana over his reputation), emphasising Arrian’s belief that he ‘exercised control over himself[footnoteRef:13]’ and married for love. This shows a different and somewhat similar viewpoint to both Quintus Curtius Rufus and Plutarch in the romance aspect but contrasts with the marriage being more of a political agenda, with Arrian suggesting that Alexander ‘acted with modesty[footnoteRef:14]’ towards Roxana who was the ‘most beautiful of all[footnoteRef:15]’.  [11:  Arrian, 4.19.5-6]  [12:  Arrian, 4.19.5-6]  [13:  Arrian, 4.19.5-6]  [14:  Arrian, 4.19.5-6]  [15:  Arrian, 4.19.5-6] 

In conclusion, these sources all share a similar narrative on Alexanders relationship with Roxanne, being one of love and politics. The different authors depict different sides of Alexanders character, ranging from caring more about his marriage than his image, to being more interested in a political marriage with talk about how Roxanne ‘may bear a son[footnoteRef:16]’. Together these authors narrate a love that is written many times throughout history, but also shows the interpretations on the different versions of Alexanders character that is flexible enough to be moulded to fit the image these different literature pieces throughout time.  [16:  Quintus Curtius Rufus, 10.6.9] 
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