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‘Write a 350-word reflection on your experiences of the first semester of the academic year.’

The first term of any university degree can be daunting on any soon-to-be student, with some individuals embracing their first time living outside of their family home and others just being intimidated by the concept of further education. In the following reflective account, I will be shredding light on the struggles that I encountered as well as the ways in which these struggles have enabled me to adapt in my future studies at Trinity St David.
My main concern was not only the re-introduction of the education system into my everyday life but also my approach to it. As a self-perceived ‘failed’ student, with only a handful of GCSES to my name from my time at high school and an ‘Access To A-Level’ course at sixth form college, I knew from my previous experiences that scheduling my time and my work ethic would be my downfall if not tackled immediately. However, it was not until my most recent module, HPFY3006 ‘Understanding Literature’, when we were set two simultaneous assignments with a shared due date that I would first seriously struggle with my concerns. 
With the module’s length being the usual and the assignments set at the beginning, students were given four weeks to complete their research, essay structure and the actual essay itself. And as I quickly found out, after allowing myself to spend the first two weeks doing light research on the topics for my essays, this time period is not too long to complete two one thousand five hundred words essays but the opposite. However, after a late night or two of focusing solely on my research and essay structure, I quickly managed to bring myself back up to speed and deliver before the deadline.
My new years resolution for, not only 2023 but for, the rest of my time studying with Trinity St David, will be to spend an hour or two constructing a ‘plan of attack’ once an essay has been set. By spending this time before any research has taken place, I believe that I will be able to delegate appropriate time for each stage of my writing without stressing about time remaining.  
   
