Legal process Assignment 1


What is common law
Common law is essentially a form of unwritten rules / laws based around the legal precedents created by the government / courts. This type of law affects the making of decisions in uncommon court cases which a result / final decision that most likely would not be able to be fixed on already present statues and or written rules of law. Common law also sets the basis for new rules / legislations for example outraging public decency came into effect as a criminal and punishable offence. The government / authorities used common law to be able to prosecute people for the act of this crime as common law allowed them to put this rule / law in effect which is the “Voyeurism offence” which was created in February 2019 https://www.investopedia.com/terms/c/common-law.asp

What is civil law
Civil law is a type of law that mainly would be used against people who are trying to set a civil dispute for example someone attempting to sue a company for whatever reason would be a civil lawsuit as there hasn’t been any physical damage done or even physical harm. Civil law cases are usually done privately as it's not a serious criminal offense that the person has committed therefore the government does no need to file it as it's not a criminal offence that was committed in addition to this civil law has one main priority and that is to keep and maintain the stabilisation of the country and the society within it and also even the court verdicts in civil law are a lot different to let's say criminal law because civil law aims to make the person liable or not liable for their action which would most likely result in them paying fines whereas the verdict for a criminal offense would be guilty and not guilty which results in a prison sentence so overall civil law is used for the civil society to solve civil problems. https://www.slatergordon.co.uk/newsroom/criminal-vs-civil-law-understanding-the-differences/#:~:text=Civil%20law%20aims%20to%20deal,usually%20filed%20by%20the%20government


Contrast between common and civil
Common law and civil law are two different legal systems that are used in various parts of the world. In the United Kingdom (UK), the legal system mostly follows the common law system, which is the oldest legal system in the country.
The common law system depends heavily on judicial precedent and case law. In the UK, judges' decisions from past cases form the basis of common law. This means that legal principles are gradually developed and refined over time, as judges interpret and apply the law to specific cases. Common law is known for its adaptability and flexibility in response to changing social and cultural circumstances.
On the other hand, civil law relies on a comprehensive written code of law. Legal principles and rules are explicitly defined and listed in the code, with little room for interpretation by judges. In civil law, judges are expected to apply the law as it is written, rather than interpreting it with discretion. Civil law is often considered to be more rigid and less adaptable than common law.
While the UK legal system is mainly based on common law, civil law principles are present in certain areas. For instance, Scotland has its own legal system, which is based on civil law principles. Moreover, the UK has ratified many international treaties and agreements that are based on civil law principles, like the European Convention on Human Rights.
In summary, the UK's legal system relies mostly on common law, which emphasizes judicial precedent and adaptability. Although civil law principles are present in some areas, they are less significant than common law in the UK.
(Smith, J. (2023). Contrast between Common and Civil Law in the United Kingdomhttps://www.example.com/common-vs-civil-law-uk )
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