Exercise 2

The Chronicon Anglicanum is a series of chronicles that begin in 1066 and end in 1224. It was authored by a Lord Ralph of Coggeshall, a former monk, member of the Cistertian Order and abbot (1207-1218) of Coggeshall Abbey. The chronicle serves effectively as a record of English royal history and English political history in its time period.

The extract begins with in 1207, the year that the author became an Abbot. He states that he “took great pains to write down faithfully certain visions which he had heard from venerable men, to the great edification of many people” this suggests that the author is a well respected intellectual who’s word is held in high regard by many. He further states that Pope Innocent consecrated Stephen Langton as the Archbishop of Canterbury. Soon after King John expelled the Covent at Canterbury and confiscated all of its possessions. The future Henry III was born.

It continues on to 1208 stating that all of Wales and England was placed under a general edict and that the day before the Annunciation of Mary all estates, incomes and movables of the clergy were confiscated. The King of England promised the Pope to set things to rights, he failed to do this.  The author may be trying to show that King John suffered immediate consequences for his actions and to show the power that the Church had over the great monarchies of Europe

In 1209 he states that the King’s second son was born and that Henry, Duke of Saxony, brother of Emperor Otto visited England. He states that later the Queen was confined in Devizes and that King John ordered the houses of Bishops who were executors of the interdict were to be demolished, the woods cut down and the fishponds destroyed. Otto was also consecrated by Pope Innocent. The author tries to portray King Johns response to the interdict and how savage, cruel and systematic he was in ensuring that the Pope’s underlings suffered for the Pope’s actions.

[bookmark: _GoBack]“In 1210, it is stated that King John imposed a heavy tax on all religious houses in England, though he especially oppressed the Cistercians and did not give permission for the Cistercian abbots to attend the annual chapter of Citeaux. Also, serious discord rose between Emperor Otto and the Pope. King John also began a campaign in Ireland where he expelled Hugh de Lacy and received the surrender of all of Ireland. The Archbishop was called to Canterbury but did not get far as he had not received adequate conduct as the King had promised. William de Braose fled England, his wife and sons were killed at Windsor Castle”. John may have had to place this tax due to the poor financial state that England had been in for a long time. John could technically have blamed the Church for England’s poor financial state as Richard I had sold many royal lands to help fund the Third Crusade and then Richard was captured by the Holy Roman Empire at the request of Philip Augustus (who had abandoned the Crusade), England was then forced to pay four years revenue to free Richard, this coupled with Philip invading England’s continental possessions whilst Richard was still on the Crusade and the Pope’s lack of action against Philip may have caused John to resent the Church for it’s arguable betrayal of the English monarchy.

“In 1211 Emperor Otto and King John were excommunicated and all Bishops and clerks who were active overseas were recalled to the shires by public edict. John, Count of Brienne was crowned King of Jerusalem at Tyre”. The author mentions the excommunication of arguably the two most powerful monarchs in Europe with a causality that suggests that he was almost expecting the excommunication to occur. 

“In 1212 the son of the King of the Scots was knighted in London. King John was again unhappy with the Cistercians as the Count of Toulouse was brought down with their advice and support, as he had married John’s sister Joanna he demanded twenty-two thousand pounds compensation for her loss”. It is understandable that King John would be annoyed with the Cistercian Order as the Count of Toulouse would have been a powerful ally and his sister’s dowry consisted of the territories of Quercy and Agenais (both valuable territories located in the Duchy of Aquitaine) that he would not have been able to get back as the practice of coverture as part of the dowry meant that these territories now legally belonged to the Count of Toulouse, this was at a time when John had recently lost most of the major continental possessions of the Angevin Empire and was in desperate need of money “wheat and livestock prices doubled in ten years”[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  Mortimer, H. 1994. Angevin England 1154-1258. Blackwell Publishers Ltd, Oxford] 


The General theme that is quite prevalent throughout this entire extract is that the author has an obvious and clear dislike of King John, this is likely because of John’s numerous clashes with the Cistercian Order; of which the author was a member; are likely a large reason for this dislike. I believe that the intended audience for this extract was likely clergymen and members of monastic orders particularly the Cistercians as it is written by a Cistercian monk and is clear in its dislike of King John.

Overall, this extract from the Chronicon Anglicanum is very biased against King John and clearly seeks to paint the Roman Catholic in a more positive light by essentially making them the victim in this extract. It is attempting to make the Cistercian order look like the victims and tries to portray King John’s actions as essentially bullying as they try to express that he regularly targeted them and that they suffered the most.
