
Dead and Dusted 
by Ros Coard

From body Matters by Luci Attala & 
Louise Steel



• questions representations of the 

body that present it as a ‘bounded 

entity that exists in distinction 

from the environment’. Coard. R, 2019

• [existence as a] ‘co productive 

exercise’ Attala,L. 2:2017

• relational existence, works to De 

throne the human from its central 

position’ Attala. L, 2:2017. Edibility 

Approach.



The Rug

Constant transitionary state of 
our bodies shedding matter

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

http://www.madinpursuit.com/collections/Rugs/RugsSmall.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Shed Selves

• Psuedo-doppleganger

• When do we stop being us?

• Troubling boundaries

• Matter out of place 
(douglas 1966)

‘…lies uncomfortably between being you 
and the rest of the world ‘ 2019:2



‘our discarded ‘bits’ lie uncomfortably between 

being you and the rest of  the world’ 

Coard, R pp2



Matter out of place. 
Douglas. M, 1966

Liminality. Gennep. A.V, 1909

‘Betwixt and between…death, being in the womb, to invisibility, to darkness, to bisexuality, 
to the wilderness and to the eclipse of the sun or moon’ Turner. V, 1969: pp. 359



• ‘people are processes’ and are 
all ‘in motion’ in our 
‘thingyness’, Ingold, 2010:8, 

• ‘Things are alive because they 
leak…circulations of materials 
continually give rise to the form 
of things even as they portend 
their dissolution’ Ingold, 2010:7

• ‘existential interconnectivity 
acknowledges the webs that 
bind multiple interacting parties 
together’ Attala. L, 20127:2

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://dzorma.deviantart.com/art/misty-forest-path-689820520
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/druclimb/25516486094/in/pool-emergence
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


‘…unless looked 
at under a 
microscope the 
constituents of 
others become 
indistinguishable 
from the 
elements that 
are us’ Coard. R, ( pp3.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

‘Science describes accurately from 
outside; poetry describes accurately 
from inside. Science explicates; 
poetry implicates.’ Le Guin, ppm16

http://www.quantumday.com/2012/08/high-speed-digital-microscope-developed.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


S C A L A  
N A T U R E A
J U D E A N -
C H R I S T I A N  
‘ N A T U R A L  
L A D D E R ’
W E  M A Y  B E  A T  T H E  T O P  A N D  
T H E  B O T T O M .

L E S S  O F  L A D D E R  A N D  M O R E  
O F  A  D O U G H N U T ? This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://www.diatom.org/marginalia/1_Diatomes/Diatomes_CarvedAtTheJoints.htm
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Shed selves as art?...





This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under 
CC BY-NC

https://www.freepngimg.com/png/33930-jungle-tree-photos
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


• https://petapixel.com/2018/07/
18/photos-that-show-similarities-
between-the-human-body-and-
nature/

• Imogen Heap - Hide And Seek 
(Official Video) - Bing video

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

Visual shared similarities showing 
interconnections within the living world: 
Challenging human exceptionalism

https://petapixel.com/2018/07/18/photos-that-show-similarities-between-the-human-body-and-nature/
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=imogen+heap+where+are+we&&view=detail&mid=142B78A77D8AAEC0AE4C142B78A77D8AAEC0AE4C&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dimogen%2Bheap%2Bwhere%2Bare%2Bwe%26FORM%3DHDRSC4
http://www.waynebarry.com/2015/03/10/reflections-on-the-e-learning-ecologies-mooc/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Even the 
Government 
know about 
Shed 
Selves…?

‘To use the world well, to be able to stop 
wasting it and our time in it, we need to 
relearn our being in it’ Le Guin, U.K. 
PPm15, Arts of Living on a Damaged 
Planet.



Challenging Human Exceptionalism



‘Symbiosis is the 
strategy that 
supports all life on 
earth…symbiotic 
webs rule the 
planet’ 
Gilbert. S. F, 2007 ppM84



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

Beings-human and not- become with each other, compose and 
decompose each other, in every scale and register of time and stuff in 

sympoietic tangling, in earthly worlding and unworlding’Harroway. D, PPm45

https://www.eea.europa.eu/soer-2015/synthesis/report/5-riskstohealth
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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