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Student ID 
DIGITAL SKILLS AND RESEARCH METHODS


Executive Summary 
Virtual learning environment is rapidly increasing and revolutionary platform for education currently.  The impact of online learning has helped to improve the student's learning process. 
In this research, the diagnosis will be made upon the overall impact of the virtual learning environment on students of the UWTSD London campus. The objectives and research questions are to be fulfilled accordingly. A set of literature reviews will be forwarded which will be helpful to learn about the online learning method. The research methodology will be helpful to promote how the research will be carried out. Along with it, results, findings and analysis will also be delivered which will help to find out the results.
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Virtual learning environment is rapidly increasing and revolutionary platform for education currently.  The impact of online learning has helped to improve the student's learning process. In this research, the diagnosis is made upon the overall impact of the virtual learning environment on students of the UWTSD London campus. The mixed research method has been adopted in this study to examine the success of VLE in UWTSD and how this virtual learning environment helpful to improve the academic performance of UWTSD students. The Survey method has demonstrated the UWTSD student’s experience regarding the current VLE program while secondary data has successfully delivered the conceptual. 
Rationale
The learning environment has faced changes that created complex scenarios. The traditional medium of learning has been one of the most common aspects followed by the man. In regards to it, the situational needs could not be fulfilled. The increasing use of digital technology is a major concern (Ugur, 2020). Thus, the online learning platform has been introduced where the students are given the best means to gain knowledge. This assessment will bring forward the experience of the students and also the teachers while implementing the virtual learning process accordingly. 
Aim: 
The research aims to learn the impact of the virtual learning environment on the students at the UWTSD London campus. 
Objectives:
· To deliver the key important points to gain learning through VLE
· To understand the pros and cons of VLE in the student learning environment
· To understand the student’s experience of UWTSD
· To understand the impact of the Virtual learning environment on students of UWTSD
Research question
Q1. What are the key important points of gaining knowledge through VLE?
Q2: What are the negative and positive aspects of implementing VLE in learning institutions?
Q3: What are the experiences gathered by students of UWTSD regarding VLE?
Q4: What is the impact of a Virtual learning environment among UWTSD students?
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Importance of virtual learning in educational institutions
When schools and colleges remain closed during a pandemic, most educational institutions have come up with these methods. This helps to impart education in a hassle-free manner. Virtual learning has helped the students to complete their education safely. The students also have undertaken different methods of evaluation. This is helpful to build the student's growth academically. Moreover, a positive attitude towards learning, self-motivation and intrinsic subtle behaviour have helped the educational means gain a better position (OECD, 2022). In this aspect, educational institutions require teachers to train effectively. This will help the teachers to learn the use of infrastructures and hence, promote accessibility accordingly. This promotes the understanding of students and teachers in the educational; process. However, this helps to continue education and develop immense support for the students accordingly.
Pros and cons of virtual learning in an educational institution
 In the words of (Surkhali and Garbuja, 2020), in the era of advanced science, virtual learning has progressed as it could be possible. The role of virtual learning has played an eminent role that helps to enhancing educational growth. About it, the students are also able to handle the educational pressure and learn accordingly. Still, there lies some of the pros and cons of the virtual learning process. Online classes are convenient and flexible. It has more interaction and is highly affordable. These are some of the pros that help to build a strong relationship between the students and teachers. 
On the other hand, certain cons highlight the issues faced by people. A student might feel isolated in an online class. It also requires self-discipline and additional training for the instructors (Sam Thompson, 2022). It is highly prone to technical issues and also is considered to have more screen time. 
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Research method and the methodology
There are three types of research methods, they are quantitative, qualitative and mixed methods. In this assessment mixed methods have been used. It is so because the analysis requires study both from a student's perspective and research papers. 
Qualitative approach
The qualitative data relies on data that is obtained with the help of first-hand analysis. In this research, ideas of the research topic is studied with the help of published journals to substantiate the idea proposed. This is helpful to conduct the research effectively. The qualitative approach helps to facilitate the categorization process (Rahman and Mohezar, 2020). 
Quantitative approach
In the quantitative approach, the survey is conducted to understand the timeline of the scenario. The quantitative approach has been considered to gain the experiential idea of people. This helps the research to be conducted with live data gained from the selected population. This is primarily expressed with the help of numerical help. 
Combined approach
A combined approach has been undertaken that supports the research positively. In this research, the combined approach is helpful to build the research on the platform of experience and published data. Combined data can help to evaluate the outcome of research effectively (Canaway et al., 2019).
Primary data
In the primary data, surveys have been used. This is one of the most important parts of the research. This has been conducted as this is helpful to learn about the experience of the selected population. Along with it, this will guide the conclusion of the research authentically. 
Secondary data
In The secondary data analysis, journals would be considered as the key aspect which will help to learn about6 the effectiveness of research topics. A series of themes will be analyzed that align with the research topic. The thematic analysis is helpful to promote the growth of research effectively. 
Data collection process
The process of data collection has been done with the help of a survey. A set of six questions is designed which will help to learn about the experience of the selected population accordingly. In the secondary method, the thematic analysis process has been adopted where themes from published journals have ben studied and aligned with the research accordingly. 
Population, sample and sample size
The population which has been targeted is the students of UWTSD, London campus. A set of 162 students has been selected. This will help to analyze the research questions with the help of the survey process. 
Ethics in data collection
All the selected populations are strictly taken before considering them as the selected ones. All the students are not pressurized to deliver their responses. No one is bribed or forced to answer in favour of the researchers. The questions are strongly professional and hence, this is helpful to gain the confidence of students. 
Gantt chart
	Milestones
	Week 1-2
	Week2-3
	Week 3-4
	Week 4-5
	Week 5-6
	Week 6-7
	Week 7-  8

	Discussing the viability of online education over offline
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Discussing the pros and cons
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Analyzing the importance of VLE education
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Undertaking the qualitative and quantitative means of study
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Discussing the data
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Presenting the data
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Primary data analysis
A primary set of data is to be analyzed which will be helpful to learn about the research. In the first place, a set of six questions will be asked to the targeted population. The targeted population is 162 students of UWTSD, London campus. With the support of the survey process, the research can be supported. 

	Survey Questions
	Strongly Agree
	Agree

	Neutral
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree

	Do you think your academic performance has been improved learning through VLE?
	69 (42.5%)
	54 (33.3%)
	20 (12.3%)
	15 (24.3%)
	4 (6.48%)

	Do you consider VLE as the learning platform for your future courses?
	70 (43.2%)
	50 (30.8%)
	30 (18.5%)
	8 (4.9%)
	4 (2.4%)

	Do you enjoy learning through VLE more than previous methods?
	77 (47.5%)
	41 (25.3%)
	32 (19.7%)
	7 (4.3%)
	5 (3.08%)

	Do you think your tutor is more efficient using VLE to educate you?
	69 (42.5%)
	50 (30.8%)
	32 (19.7%)
	6 (3.7%)
	5 (8.1%)

	Do you face technical issues during online classes through VLE?
	60 (37.03%)
	40 (24.6%)
	25 (15.4%)
	18 (11.1%)
	19 (11.7%)

	Do you think your visual learning has been developed more because of VLE?
	4 (2.4%)
	8 (4.9%)
	30 (18.5%)
	50 (30.8%)
	70 (43.2%)

	Do you think the tutor-student relationship has become stronger than before because of using VLE?
	 75 (46.2%)
	55 (33.9%)
	20 (12.3%)
	6 (3.7%)
	6 (3.7%)


Table 2: Quantitative data analysis
(Source: Created by Self)
Discussion:
About the above responses, it is found that 42.5% of the students had their academic performance improved. About that, 43.2% of the students have agreed to consider the VLE platform for future use. 47.5% of the students stated that VLE is much more enjoyable than the traditional method of learning.  42.5% have agreed that tutors are using the VLE efficiently so that the best quality of education is imparted to the children. 37.03% of the students stated that they face technical issues while using VLE mode. This is because the VLE model is completely based on a technicality and the internet.  However, 2.4% of the people stated that visualization learning has not gained growth with the help of VLE. 46.2% of the students also think that the student-teacher relationship has improved more than that of the previous methods. 
Secondary data analysis
Theme 1: Importance of VLE 
In the words of Murugamani et al (2019), it is seen that a child undertaking at least one online course3 stands at 5.2 million. The questions are related according to the course structure. The online environment gives an effective teaching and learning environment. The existence of interaction and presence is considered to be the key factors of a virtual class. This is one of the most important parts that help to build an interesting educational structure. It is also highly important that the technology used is easy to be handled by teachers. 
Theme 2: Requirement of VLE 
VLE has increased in organizations therefore, the students must be taught what might be important to them in a nutshell. All the students should be taught in such a manner that helps them to improve their concept about a topic. The learner instructor relationship requires being a stronger one which helps to build a better relationship accordingly (Kyei-Blankson et al., 2019). However, certain elements considered as requirements of VLE are teacher presence, learner-instructor interaction and social presence. 
Theme 3: Impact of VLE among students
The impact of VLE among students has high equal competence in the educational sector. Students can communicate with each other with technologically based tools. The walls of the classroom are not a barrier anymore. The educational impact is greater on the students than the traditional method. The opportunities are lower in traditional face to face classes than in virtual methods (Williams, 2021). The resources are also available that help to improve the educational process accordingly. Cognitive limitations are also found in traditional methods. However, in VLE the cognitive limitations are lower. This helps to improve the learning process of the students accordingly. 

Summary of the findings
With all the details that have been discussed, it is found that VLE plays an eminent role among the students. The students are also able to support themselves with the virtual learning method. Moreover, affordability also matters a lot for the students. The impact is highly positive for the students. This builds the strength of the students in the educational field. The concepts are taught with the support of virtual methods and support the learning process.  
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With all the data which has been forwarded, it can be summed up that the VLE is highly helpful for the students. This helps to improve the learning process in a hassle-free manner. The quantitative and qualitative aspects are supported to help the students improve the learning process. Moreover, with the qualitative analysis, the importance and requirement of VLE are studied which brought in the idea of understanding the importance of VLE in the educational process. 
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The survey demonstrated a good positive impact of VLE among UWTSD students however there few things that should be consider to improve for UWTSD.

· Students are enjoying learning through VLE however visual learning is not effective through VLE. University should focus on innovative strategies for online visual learning.

· Technical issues are the key barrier here, it is possible to solve through appropriate tools, technique and an effective Research and development program. 

· For more flexible tutor student relationship personalised classes can be arranged  
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Q1: Do you think your academic performance has improved learning through VLE?
Q2: Do you consider VLE as the learning platform for your future courses?
Q3: Do you enjoy learning through VLE more than previous methods?
Q4: Do you think your tutor is more efficient using VLE to educate you?
Q5: Do you face technical issues during online classes through VLE?
Q6: Do you think your visual learning has been developed more because of VLE?
Q7: Do you think the tutor-student relationship has become stronger than before because of using VLE?
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