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This chapter will be based on my research methodology. I will design a research methodology to assist with my research into examining frontline police awareness of adverse childhood experiences and how they contribute to involvement in County Lines. This research methodology outlines the way in which I will carry out the research. A research methodology can be thought of as a formula, one part will be on how I plan on putting the research into practice and another will then be why I felt this would be the best way to approach it. In this chapter I will research my chosen topic by turning it into a study which in time will then produce results. (What is research methodology? - Paperpile, 2022). 
This dissertation will research frontline police awareness of adverse childhood experiences and how they contribute to involvement in county lines. The research question that I am going to centre my research on will be would increased awareness/training in ACEs for frontline police officers help to tackle County Lines? This question gives a central research hypothesis of: Increased police awareness of ACEs would help reduce child involvement in County Lines. 
Medical news today describe ACE’S as ‘a negative or potentially traumatic event that occurs before a person reaches 18 years of age. ACEs can damage a child’s sense of safety, stability, or bonding. (Adverse childhood experiences: Definition and examples, 2022). Manchester University NHS foundation trust provide examples of Adverse Childhood Experiences being ‘ physical abuse, sexual abuse, emotional abuse, living with someone who abused drugs, living with someone who abused alcohol, exposure to domestic violence, living with someone who has gone to prison, living with someone with serious mental illness, losing a parent through divorce, death or abandonment. (Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) and Attachment - Royal Manchester Children's Hospital, 2022)
Two methods of data analysis are quantitative analysis and qualitative analysis. The website SHIFT explains these two methods. Shift explains that ‘qualitative analysis fundamentally means to measure something by its quality rather than quantity. When we do qualitative analysis, we are exploring how we describe something. Very often, we cannot use numbers or numerical expressions to describe those things. When we do qualitative work, we work with descriptions. We work with feelings, thoughts, perceptions. We attempt to understand motivations and behaviours. However Shift state that ‘quantitative analysis is the opposite; to measure by quantity rather than quality. When we do quantitative analysis, we are exploring facts, measures, numbers and percentages. When we do quantitative work, we work with numbers, statistics, formulae and data’. (Understanding Qualitative and Quantitative Analysis - SHIFT Communications - Integrated Communications + PR Firm - Boston | New York | San Francisco, 2022). For my research I am going to utilise qualitative and quantitative analysis. I will firstly ask if serving officers have completed adverse childhood experiences training. I will then begin with qualitative research and analysis, an example of this based on my dissertation title would be “what did you learn from Ace’s training?” or “what do you not understand about Adverse Childhood Experiences?”. I would then switch to quantitative research by asking “how often on a monthly scale do you believe an officer should complete ACE training?”. By asking these questions in my survey it will give me the opportunity to understand if people understand what adverse childhood experiences are, and if they have completed training on it. I need to understand this as I believe that officers who have completed ACE training will have more of an opinion on adverse childhood experiences effecting involvement in county lives rather than an officer who has not completed training and does not understand the characteristics of county lines. Going back to the question that I am focusing my research on, an officer with less or no training on county lines will have no knowledge of if increased awareness/training in ACEs for frontline police officers would help to tackle County Line. 
My research strategy will be to use a survey rather that conducting an experiment or carrying out interviews. I am going to create my survey on the website Survey Monkey. According to the website GENROE, which lists ten advantages of using surveys, three of which are surveys are ‘great for gathering qualitative feedback, easy to implement and have fast data collection turn around’. (The Advantages and Disadvantages of Surveys You Need to Know, 2022). I have chosen to use a survey as it will be simple to create and will be a straight forward process for my respondents to complete the survey. Another reason I have chosen to use a survey is that it will allow me to collect a large amount of data over a short period of time. Also with the current Covid19 pandemic, by creating an online survey this prevents face to face contact like an interview which will help reduce the risk of Covid19. I will target my survey population at serving police officers and am going to aim for 40 respondents.  I will publish my survey on the 15th of March therefor that will allow enough time for serving police officers to complete it. Prior to completing the survey I will send an email to serving police officers based at the same station as myself, I will explain on the email the details of the research project and explain the dissertation title and will emphasise that the surveys will be anonymous and confidential. I want the participants to want to engage and volunteer to complete the survey. I am going to keep my survey at 10 questions only as I appreciate the amount of spare time police officers have and a short survey will prevent survey fatigue. I am going to included five questions which will be simply a yes or no answer and then five further questions will require an answer from the respondent. I have chosen to create a survey rather that carry out interviews as I believe carrying out interviews will take up far too much time. An experiment would not assist me with my research as according to the website askanyfiffernce.com ‘the main difference between experiment and survey is that experiment is laboratory research and survey is field research. Experiments are used to prove theories or hypotheses. Surveys are used to understand the notions of a group of people. Both the methods are used for research and analysis’. (Ask any difference, 2022).
As earlier mentioned I will ask 10 questions in total with some being simple a yes or a no answer, and then the other half of questions being multiple choice. By reading the website Jotform on the topic ‘yes-or-no questions in online forms and surveys’ it has encouraged me to include more yes, no style questions into the survey. The website states that yes no style questions is an easy question to answer therefor they don’t add massively to the total time it takes to complete the survey. I will ask in my survey if they participant has had ACE training, with a yes or no answer, I will also ask if the training has helped. The website states that ‘because of how easy they are to understand, yes-or-no questions are particularly useful for surveys that go out to a large audience with a wide range of comprehension ability’. The website Jotform also states that ‘alternatively, if you aren’t confident in your ability to interpret complex results, yes-or-no questions make reading survey results much easier’. (Yes-or-no questions in online forms and surveys | The Jotform Blog, 2022). The 5 multiple choice questions will require the participant to write a sentence or two as an answer for the question. A question I am going to ask is, do you know the different ACE’S? This question will gather information on if the respondents have good knowledge or poor knowledge on county lines, or if there is an ACE is particular which is answered by several respondent completing the survey and does this then mean that serving police officers have more exposure with dealing with this type of adverse childhood experience at incidents they attend or have been involved in an incident whereby adverse childhood experiences are relevant. An important question that I will ask is “What would help tackle county lines?” I think that this is an important question to ask because I want to acknowledge if the respondents answer this question based on adverse childhood experiences.
Retrospectively looking at the dissertation title the objective of this survey and the questions asked is to research into would increased awareness/training in ACEs for frontline police officers help to tackle County Lines?
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