Desktop Study: New Restaurant and Ice-cream Parlour
Site Location: Land Adjacent to Marriot Hotel,

                         Swansea,

                         SA1 3SS
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1.0 Brief
I have been instructed by my company on behalf of a local company to initiate a preliminary site investigation as part of the feasibility study for a proposed new restaurant and ice-cream parlour. The preliminary investigation has been carried out to assess the potential hazards on and adjacent to the site and prepare a risk assessment for further consideration. The proposed project is to develop the site for a new ice cream parlour and restaurant (with managers apartment).

 The site is located in between Swansea County Hall and the Marriot Hotel, approximately 1km East of Swansea City Centre. It may be located by Grid Reference SS653922 (National Grid, 2019)

A visual survey of the site has been conducted by myself. The building is to have a GIA (Gross Internal Area) of 300 square metres. The site is currently part of the car parks for Swansea County hall and Swansea Marriot Hotel consisting mainly of asphalt, cut grass, trees and a public footpath.

The historical mapping indicates the site to have comprised industrial use since 1888 including a saw mill and engine shed. The Swansea Civic Centre was built in 1982 and the Marriot Hotel was built in 1989, with the likely possibility of soil movement on the site during this time.
The information presented in this report is based on a review of available historical archive sources and ariel images. I have endeavoured to assess all information provided to me during this assessment.
1.1 Proposed Development

The proposed development is to have a GIA (Gross Internal Area) at ground floor level of approximately 300 square metres. The building is to contain the restaurant, cafe bar, ice-cream parlour, kitchen and food-stores. At second floor level, there is to be a self-contained manager's apartment and staff welfare facilities.

The building is to share parts of the car park of both the existing adjacent facilities.

1.1 Site Location
The site is located in between Swansea County Hall and the Marriot Hotel, approximately 1km East of Swanea City Centre. It may be located by Grid Reference SS653922. (REF maps or new source)
A site location plan and aerial photograph are included in Appendix 1  
1.2 Site Description
The site is 0.03 hectares in area??? and generally level.
The site is currently parts of the car parks of both Swansea County Hall and Swansea Marriot Hotel. There is cut grass and trees occupying the site. The Swansea County Hall is located to the West if the site and the Marriot Hotel to the East of the site. Swansea beach is to the South.   
2.0 Historical Maps

2.1 Historical Maps and Site Descriptions

A review of the history of the site has been conducted based on readily available historical maps. Details of the are provided in the table below. All the maps are provided in Appendix 1.

	Map and Date
	Site Description

	Glamorgan 1884

OS Six Inch England and Wales 
	The site appears to be mainly green space. It has a rail track running through it that leads towards where the current prison is. On the current site of the County Hall there was a hospital. On the current side of the Marriot Hotel there was a Timber Saw Mill nearby.

	Glamorgan 1884 - 1913

OS Six Inch England and Wales
	No significant change.

	Glamorgan 1914

OS Six Inch England and Wales
	The hospital has now disappeared. There is an engine shed adjacent to the rail track which is positioned almost exactly at the site of the proposed Ice Cream Parlour.

	Glamorgan 1914 – 1938

OS Six Inch England and Wales
	No significant change.

	Glamorgan 1945 

OS Six Inch England and Wales
	The tracks remain engine remain. The Saw Mill remains. There has been an obvious increase in housing surrounding the area.

	Glamorgan 1960 – 1970

OS Six Inch England and Wales
	The engine shed has disappeared and been replaced by a large depot. There is an industrial works adjacent to the proposed site location.

	Glamorgan 1970 – 1980

OS Six Inch England and Wales
	The rail tracks have been marked as dismantled. What looks like an industrial estate has been developed including warehouses.

	Glamorgan 1980 – 1988 

OS Six Inch England and Wales
	The depot has clearly disappeared and Swansea County Hall has been constructed. The industrial estate and warehouses look to have disappeared.


I have not been able to locate maps from the 1990's but the Marriot hotel was built in 1989 which is the only other significant change that relates to the area investigated.

2.2 Ariel Photographs

1947 (Photo 1)

1969 (Photo 2)

1989 (Photo 3)

1991 (Photo 4)

2.3 Summary

The historical mapping indicates the site to have a mainly industrial usage since the early 1900's. The rail tracks suggest a heavy usage from the late 1800's and could have possibly contributed to soil movement during this time.

3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

3.1 Further Work

An intrusive investigation should be undertaken to address the potential issues discovered in the history of the site. Due to the site having a seemingly heavy industry presence throughout it's past the following scope of words is suggested in order to collect the required data:

· The sinking of boreholes for the recovery of samples for geotechnical and chemical contamination analysis. In accordance with BS 5930:2015 and 
· Radon – Check for Radon gas.

· An enquiry is made to the Local Authority for any information regarding ground conditions and contamination during the construction of the Marriot Hotel.

· Cable detection – the location of underground services.

· Archaeology – Should the site be situated on or within an area of archaeological sensitivity, the advisor to the relevant local authority should be consulted.

· Ecology – There may be a requirement for a detailed ecological report because of the size of the development.

· Geological data.

· Hydrology data.

· Flood data.

· All recommendations made in accordance with BS 8004:2015 and BS 5930:2015
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(OS Six Inch England and Wales, 1884, Edina Digimap)
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(OS Six Inch England and Wales, 1914, Edina Digimap)
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(OS Six Inch England and Wales, 1914 - 1938 , Edina Digimap)
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(OS Six Inch England and Wales, 1945, Edina Digimap)
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(OS Six Inch England and Wales, 1960 - 1970, Edina Digimap)

[image: image7.png]



(OS Six Inch England and Wales, 1970 - 1980, Edina Digimap)
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(OS Six Inch England and Wales, 1980 - 1988, Edina Digimap)
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Photo 1 – 1947
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Photo 2 – 1969

[image: image11.png]



Photo 3 – 1981
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Photo 4 – 1991
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