Present a critical analysis of the impact or potential impact of the Academies Act (2010)

The economic crash in 2008 resulted in budget cuts throughout the public sector. As a way of dealing with this the coalition government pushed forward the idea of privatisation.  Similarly, to how Thatcher wanted to roll back the state Cameron termed this his big society vision where rather than the government managing everything, decisions could be made by private enterprise and voluntary bodies. These changes in governance can be seen clearly in education in the form of academies. In the early 2000’s the Labour government used academies as way of improving education for working class children in failing schools (Ward 2013). However, the 2010 academies act made it so any state funded school could be eligible for academy status where many were actively encouraged to do so. The act has faced large opposition from parents, teachers and members of parliament alike.  In this essay I will be looking at the impact the academies act has had on schools in terms of results.

 In a recent article Prime minister Theresa May argues that the expansion of academies has been ‘the biggest driver of increased diversity and progress in our school system over the last seven years’. (DfE 2017).  In response to this many argue that academies are in fact responsible for creating a two tier education system and thus widening the gap in equality between schools. (Bedell, 2008). Due to the schools having more of a say in admissions, those who do not have good enough academic results are left to find other schools within the catchment area thus having a negative effect on surrounding schools. This can also be seen through high level of exclusions within academies that they can afford to be more selective. However, freedom over admissions can offer children a second chance. An example of this can be seen in Mossbourne academy in London, which chooses not to admit pupils based solely on their academic ability in order to prove that children from poor backgrounds with low attainment scores can go on to do well in school. Due to the increase in funding after converting to become an academy the school has been able to reduce class size, hire more staff and introduce stricter disciplinary and uniform policies. The school has been highly praised by the government as what the future of academies should look like and reinforces the idea of increased equality and inclusion in schools.
For many schools the conversion to academy status has had a positive impact. In June 2017 there were already 4,541 converter and 1,857 sponsored academies open in England (Epi.org 2017).   One of the main incentives to become an academy was the promise of greater autonomy within the school. This covers areas such as budget allocations, admissions and disciplinary polices within the school. School autonomy is common across most OECD countries, in which many students attend a school where leaders ‘have a high degree of autonomy in different areas of decision making’ (OECD, 2007). Research carried out by PISA goes on to suggest that school autonomy positively correlated with student results. Research carried out by the DfE shows that 1.4 million more pupils are in good or outstanding schools since the 2010 act.

Another argument against academies is the fear that they are privatising education by running schools the same way as a business with no regards to whether those in management or leadership roles have any experience working within education. Looking to the past for examples we can see corporate sponsorships have not always been successful. In 1998 a private company, 3Es Enterprises Ltd, won the contract to run a failing comprehensive school in Surrey. It was assumed that the company would turn the school around and improve its status however on 2010 Ofsted placed the school in special measures and the school cut all ties with the company (Chitty 2011). 
However, that’s not to say that the government is taking a back seat. Nicky Morgan (2016) put forward that there will always be a place for government in education and that they should be held accountable for how schools deal with the conversion to academies and their progress after. In addition to this most sponsored academies have a government approved sponsor. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Implementing new policies takes time. As the act itself is relatively new and often being reviewed it is difficult to measure just how much of an impact it has had. It has had a good effect on lots of schools over England but this is not the case for all.  It has been one of the most controversial acts in recent history and although has received mixed responses has made a huge impact nonetheless.  
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