Group Presentation
Hello, my name is Keira Jenkins, and I am Ben and Jess’ health visitor. My role as a health visitor, as cited by NHS (no date), is to identify any health needs in children from birth to 5 years by working with their families, and to promote children’s health and prevent ill health by improving their well-being. The first concern I had was for their mum, Polly, when Ben was 6 months old. I made a referral to social services as I was concerned about Polly’s mental health and therefore concerned about the welfare of Ben, as stated by NSPCC Learning (2024) there can be an impact on a child’s wellbeing if parents who suffer from mental health does not get the correct support to care for their children. 
I have recently visited the family home for Jess’ 9-to-12-month review on 3rd May 2024. This visit, as stated by GOV.UK (2017), is the fourth visit of a health visitor where the health visitor will look at the child’s growth and development and check whether the child’s immunisations are up to date, as well as discuss nutrition, dental health and child safety with the parents. 
Jess’ growth and development were at the level that is to be expected for a 10-month-old baby, as suggested by Healthy WA (2019), she was happy, babbling and was sitting exploring some baby toys that mum had given her. During the visit, Jess crawled over to the sofa and pulled herself up to a standing position.
As Jess is now able to move around the home, I advised mum about child safety, following The Protection of Children Standard, which is set out in The Children’s Homes (England) Regulations 2015, cited by Legislation.GOV.UK (2015), which states that children’s homes must be designed, furnished and maintained in order to protect children from avoidable hazards within the home, as I did notice a few areas of the home that could pose a danger to a young child. 
There were empty glass bottles on the living room table which were at a reachable height for the children and no door to the kitchen which meant the children could access the kitchen. The house was also rather dirty compared to how it has been on previous visits. When I mentioned these to mum, she lowered her head and did not give me a response. I felt that this was a cause for concern, as according to Social Care Insitute for Excellence (2020), an indicator of possible domestic abuse or violence is damage to the home and the person appearing withdrawn. 
[bookmark: _Int_KgDJUxNI]I asked mum where the door had gone, keeping her head down she told me that her partner had recently been drinking alcohol and became very intoxicated, she had told him that she did not want him in her house as she did not want him that intoxicated around her children. She said that he became very angry and broke some items around the house and kicked the door, which resulted in the hinges being broken and the door having to be removed. Following the All Wales Ante Natal Domestic Abuse Pathway, I completed a RE DA2 (Routine Enquiry into Domestic Abuse 2) form which, as cited by GOV.WALES (no date), is a legal record of care provision which is used by health visitors and midwives to document initial enquiries and disclosures of domestic abuse.
The health visiting team aims to support mum and her mental health, as she has history of suffering with mental health issues, and to ensure that both children are protected from violence and abuse, as cited by Unicef (no date), the UNCRC article 19 states that all children must be protected from all forms of violence, abuse and neglect. 
Polly said that this incident had happened on Wednesday night, the same week of my visit, which I believe is the same incident PC Ryan Morgans has just reported to us. 
When I attended this visit, Jess, Ben and mum were at home, as it was during school hours I asked mum why Ben was at home, mum replied by saying that Ben was feeling unwell that morning with a ‘bad tummy’. During my visit Ben played on the floor with his toys, he did not interact with me at all during the entire visit, which I felt was unusual for him as on previous visits Ben had engaged with me. I raised a safeguarding concern for both children, in accordance with the Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014, cited by Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2024) that all professionals involved with children have a duty to report children if there is reason to suspect harm or neglect to the child. As Ben and Jess were both wearing dirty pajamas, and their hair looked like it had not been washed. This was a cause of concern to me as, as stated by NSPCC (2024), a child being withdrawn, being dirty and having unwashed clothes are all indicators of neglect. 








Self-Reflection
What I knew before
As I work in a school setting, I was already aware of safeguarding policies and procedures and what my role as a teaching assistant is when it comes to safeguarding concerns. I was aware of most of the signs and indicators of abuse due to having safeguarding training within my setting and who I should go to with a safeguarding concern. 
What I have learnt
During this module I have gained more of an understanding of how the safeguarding process works. I have learnt that after the initial report of a concern that other professionals work alongside social services to get a holistic view of the situation and decide on what action needs to be taken to ensure that all children involved are kept safe away from harm. At all times multi-agency working will be key in ensuring children are kept safe and protected. 
I have also learnt that many real case studies have impacted legislation and have resulted in them being updated, such as the Children’s Act 2004 after the Victoria Climbie case. I was unaware of how many cases there have been that have impacted legislation. 
How it will help me in my practice 
[bookmark: _Int_pJxjb5RJ]This further knowledge of safeguarding and the reasons behind legislations will provide me with more confidence in terms of safeguarding concerns I may come across during my time at my setting and future settings. It has also provided me with further knowledge on how to manage a situation where a concern has been disclosed and how to support the child further. 
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