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Technology has changed a lot over the years, which has had a big effect on the whole world and how we learn. Web 1.0 the age of “read-only web” (Berners-Lee, 2009) will be one topic of discussion and other will be web 2.0 the age of “read-write” (Berners-Lee, 2009).  Technology is now used in almost everything thing we do. I will be helping you decide whether you feel it is a good thing or if we have become too reliant on it. It has especially had an effect on how undergraduates learn.  I will discussing digital history and digital age now and compare the two. I will be discuss the positives and negatives, I will include my PLE diagram, my personal learning environment and my digital literacy. I will finish on with a conclusion on my final thoughts on digital learning.
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Web 1.0 and Web 2.0 are different stages on the internet. I couldn’t find a clear definition of the two, however, web 1.0 is normally associated with the era of static websites. Web 2.0 is linked with the era of interactive websites. (Difference Between, 2018). I will be talking about the positives and negatives of web 2.0 for undergraduate leaners.
Thanks to the advancements in technology, students are able learn in more ways than before. They can almost effortlessly find out information from the internet and use it to help them work. They are able learn skills and competencies by using technology. Which will be useful for their futures. Most jobs these day require you to be good with technology. So by learning digital literacy and being able to use devices, should give you a better change to find a job. Technology also allows the other student and tutors easily communicate with each other so that they are easily able help one another. (Morris, 2017). 
It is a widely held view that people have different opinions on digital learning. There are some that believe that digital learning techniques is now a vital skill to have in this day and age and others believe that digital learning makes us too reliant on technology. Personally I feel that all kinds of digital learning is important and web 2.0 is good for undergraduate learners, for example Tom Vander Ark wrote a book on How digital learning is changing the world. He states that if you see teens in the back of the class on their phones or using different technology. You would assume that there isn’t much learning going on. Which you may be right, however those students are one of many growing number of schools that are incorporating technology in exciting and productive ways. (Ark, 2011).  Phones these days allow us to learn whenever we like, we can use them to find out information and to socialise, by using them to socialise on things such as Messenger it’ll improve your writing and grammar skills.
There are however quite a few arguments against digital learning. The 5 main reason written by Terry Heick was “Not all schools can keep up with the rapidly changing technology.” The equipment often needs to be updated or upgraded which is very expensive and many of the schools may not have the resources or manpower to afford it. Most classrooms tend to have at least 20 students and the cost for all the equipment and IT services would be too much for many schools. Another point he made was that online schools does not offer the same social benefits as they did before web 2.0, which he may have a point. One the other hand, I believe that technology improve the way we learn but could do with some improvements. One of his final points I found interesting. There was once a debate whether schools should allow certain types of calculators because they basically solve the problem for you. His point was that people years ago could calculate math problems in their head and now all you need is a calculator, which does make it a lot quicker and easier. The problems is without a calculator many people these days may not be able to work out the maths. (Heick, 2016)
“Learning must come before technology” (Bennett, 2017) I recently read this in an article and it really caught my eye, there were a few points in there which many people may have overlook.  It talks about how it is important to keep track of the target you are trying to achieve, when people are asked what are we trying to teach them and how is the best way for this to be done. Many people assume it is obvious; inspectoral demands often replace our objectives with visible metrics of success. It also talks about how we can use this device or app to improve educational outcomes but does not often ask why we are using it in the first place. (Bennett, 2017)
Many people love use google drive to do their work, however, everything you write, post and upload will be stored in a server that belongs to the online service. Some outdated rules that emerged in the ECPA, this did leave the cloud based data vulnerable to a privacy loophole. (Riofrio, 2013). This was 5 years ago but it does show that people are always finding problem and ways to hack into your confidential information.
Social media is a great way for students to stay in touch and also allows them to catch up on any work they have missed because their friends can send it to them or the lecturers can email them the work. One the other hand many students social were or are victims to cyberbullying. I know there was quite a lot of bullying in schools before Web 2.0 but now students are being bullied not just in school but online too. They are known to send horrible messages and comment on anything you do. According to the American College Health Association suicide is the second most common cause of death for student aged 25-34 and it is the leading cause of death of students aged 15-24. (Saurer, 2016). There has been links to bullying being a big cause for this being so high. Either way there is a problem here, whether it is because of cyberbullying or bullying in school, schools definitely work harder to bullying.
These days social media acceptance has become very important for student, whether they would post pictures and share information online. The problem is many people are using it to cyberbully other people. Some students have been known to leak private messages between people which has ruined their live and in some case they have taken their own lives. (Zilles, 2016)
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As you can see from my PLE diagram above I have listed my personal learning environment into 4 different categories. I use them all for different reasons but almost all of them are essential to help me write any assignment or work. 
In the social platforms, I use these to socialise with people.  Messenger is the main one I use to stay in touch with my class mates. Thanks to these social platforms I am able to communicate with my classmates so that we help each other out if we need help on a certain subject. This is useful for me when writing an assignment because I am able to make sure that I’m on the right track and I can easily email my tutors if I need help. 
There are many people who believe that you do not learn anything from watching TV but as a kid I learnt a lot from watching TV and still do now. There are so many different channels filled with nature channels, history channels and much more. There was research done by Pasnik that shows when kids watch TV shows such as PBS’s Peg and Cat, these shows teach basic math for kids, it shows it is good for kids to learn but they learn more when they are watching it with their parents. (Garey, 2018)
When I am learning there is usually a lot of research involved. Google is probably my most used thing online because I am forever searching things. I do read books at home but when it comes to work I prefer to use E-books or any books online because it is easier to find out information. You can just search online for a book and most of the information you need will be there and if it is not you can just use the online library. I find YouTube I great way to learn because you can search for the same thing as you do on Google but there are videos explaining it for you. I know Wikipedia is not a reliable source but it is still a good way to find out information and get other people perspectives on things.
In between writing my assignments, I like to watch Netflix and playing Xbox. It is good way for me to take my mind of things and recharge. After that I feel relax I go back to work on my assignments feeling refreshed. Another thing I like to do is listen to music while I’m working. I feel it blocks out other noises that would normally distract me and personally it helps me concentrate better. 
When it comes to doing work there are many different things I would use depending on the situation for example, where I work, I use walkie talkies to communicate with other staff members. I also use a symbol to scan items to see if we have that item in stock and see how many we have. If I am doing an assignment I use the Microsoft office, whether that’s: Word, PowerPoint and etcetera. However, I have lately been using google docs because backed up your file so it is harder to lose. It allow allows you to access your work from other places without using a USB stick. Another good things is you can even access google docs on your phone, so you can check your work and even make changes. (Alghini, 2014)
Digital Literacy is the ability to find, understand, utilize and create content from information found online or from technological devices. (Heick, 2015). If I was not taught digital literacy I would definitely be find it very hard to get things done. With word document all your work looks tidy, it can easily be proof read and you can make changes to it without rewriting it all because you don’t have to cross out spelling mistakes.
In one of my lectures we had a 4 week course where we did not go into class to learn and compete task. We were given tasks online through Moodle and we were allocated a certain amount of time to complete them. This was designed to test our digital literacy skills. I was taken by surprise about how difficult this task was because I found it hard to find the time to complete the task. This is definitely a weakness that I need to improve on. I did enjoy learning more about my other classmates. 
 
[bookmark: _Toc510270882]Conclusion
I have mixed opinion about digital learning and technology because like most things there are pros and cons but I definitely believe that digital learning and technology is important for undergraduate leaners. The reason I believe that technology is essential for all undergraduate learner for the reason that if I was not taught digital literacy I would definitely be struggling in life now. Technology has become the way forward and to not use it would leave you behind in the world compared to people that are using their benefits. I will bring back my favourite quote for this assignment to sum it up “Learning must come before technology” (Bennett, 2017). In this age it would be silly not to use digital literacy, I think it is important that we find the right balance, and student don’t forget why they are actually learning that subject and what they want to achieve after the course.
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