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Criminal law- understanding crime, justice and punishment

In Wales and England there are approximately three thousand, two hundred and fifty five women who are currently serving time in prison and there are only fifthteen prisons where these women are being held. On average there are around two hundred and fifthteen women per prison and we can understand that the reoffending rate of women in the United kingdom's criminal justice system fluctuates between nineteen percent and twenty four percent according to the ministry of justice in 2022. Comparing this to the amount of male prisoners can help us understand if there is a difference in the criminal justice system, this can also help us understand whether male prisoners are treated differently to female prisoners. According to D. Clark In 2022 there were approximately seventy six thousand male prisoners in Wales and England, this may show us that there is a difference in treatment for male and female prisoners. There are also 105 prisons all across Wales and England due to the amount of male prisoners however (cipfa, 2023) shows us that this is needed due to the concentration in prisoners. Research shows that the percentage of reoffending in men fluctuates between twenty five and thirty three percent which is significantly higher than females, however we can understand that due to budget cuts the prisons have had a hard deterioration of standards, which ultimately lead to increase violence, increase deaths in the prison and increase drug use in the prison. This has led me to understand that the rehabilitation in all prisons is not having a positive impact on prisoners but may not be effective because there is not enough funding for it. 



Firstly, after reading multiple sources and doing my own reason i now understand that the percentages of male to female offenders and the amount of difference is, is truly shocking for example the criminal justice system (2022) tells us that the amount of women who were remanded in crown court was only ten percent however the amount of male prisoners who were remanded to crown court was ninety percent. This also shows us that the crimes committed by male offenders are more dangerous compared to females who do not  go to crown court as they are more petty crimes and smaller offences. There is also the argument that women are underrepresented compared to males in the criminal justice system, however this is only likely when it is a more serious and dangerous offence as it is more likely for a male to commit a serious offence, however this can mean the justice served to a female will differ from a male due to representation. This means that a male offender will have a better chance of winning their case compared to a female as the representation is better. Jade biggs (2022) shows us that the fact a woman is pregnant will not matter when the judge or jurors are sentencing as many women in the uk justice system can have their sentence suspended if their sentence is between two weeks and twenty four months can be suspended. The questions, why does that matter if they still broke the law? Also the fact of if a father or father is in prison he doesn't get the luxury of seeing his child and suspending his sentence. However statistica tells us that the amount of money has increased since 2015 and from all of the research i have come to the conclusion that the forty eight thousand pounds that is spent on one male prison in wales and england is not spent on the correct things for example May bulman (2021) tells the prison systems in the united kingdom spend the second highest on their prisons however most of this funding is spent on supplies such as food and toiletry supplies and this then means that the amount of money spent on rehabilitation will not be up to the standard that it needs to be which then forces the rehabilitation to be scarce across all prisoners who are incarcerated and then this can lead to an increase number of re offenders as there prisoners do not know what they are doing is wrong. This number then compares to the amount of money spent on female offenders, the national audit office (2022) tells us that there is more money spent on a women's prison annually as between 2019 and 2020 there was fifty two thousand pounds spent on a female prison that number should not be higher than the male prison as there are more male prisoners than female. We can also understand that waiting for a trial as a male offender may take a lot longer as there are less female offenders and you also have most male court cases going to the crown.


The offenders rehabilitation act 2014 is the act that helps the court system grant parole for offenders or to see if they can be released into the community safely without the risk of reoffending. Legislation.gov (2014) tells us that the offender rehabilitation act is “An Act to make provision about the release, and supervision after release, of offenders; to make provision about the extension period for extended sentence prisoners; to make provision about community orders and suspended sentence orders; and for connected purposes”
The rehabilitation in both of these types of prisons can be different especially in cases when the offender is dependent on drugs and alcohol. From my research I found that a male is more likely to become dependent on drugs or alcohol in earlier years whereas females are more likely to become addicted later on in life. However it is proven that a female will become addicted to a substance much quicker than a male and a female will find it rather difficult to get help and come off these substances (grella 2011). This then encouraged me to research on the different methods of rehabilitation and if they were different between male and females and ultimately i came to the conclusion that a gender responsive programming is better to use on females when the are being reintegrated into communities, this is due to women having completely different pathways into crime than most men do, and research by joiner(2011) showed that all pathways into crime are unique for females and they need more care and guidance so they do not go back to old ways. However she also stated that the needs of women in prisons need to be met which in return would help reinforce positive actions from the females as they are happy and taken care of. There is no gender specific rehabilitation given to male offenders. A type of rehabilitation is offender behaviour programs and intervention and this is a technique used in both types of offenders male and female, this type of rehabilitation is either available in a group setting or sometimes it can be one to one, this type of rehabilitation focuses on helping the offenders have pro-social attitudes and it is designed to help the offender with its problem solving skills, its perspective taking and also helps offenders manage relationships. This is mostly for close family first who will be in contact after the offender's release. It also helps an offender's self management which will help decrease boredom when they are in the real world which could lead to them reoffending (hmp prison and probation service 2022). After looking into it, although the type of rehabilitation does not differ too much between male prisoners and female prisoners there is a lot more help for female prisoners than there is for men. Helping improve family contact is a big thing for most female offenders; women are often the more caring and loving type and () tells us that if you try and reform relationships with female offenders and their families and/or children there is a very low chance of them wanting to reoffend. 






We see that in the criminal justice system in england and wales that male and females are treated differently when they are been looked at on trial, women are more likely to been subject to double jeopardy and this then stops them from being tried again if they are acquitted, if they commit the same crime or something similar. You can also see that females are given individual and pathological reasons to why they have committed crimes for example maybe they grew up in a rough area or were a victim to assault, whereas a male offender is just seen as a criminal and that they committed a crime because they were born and made that way (Y.Lise 2015). However we should not see this as the case because the Equality act 2010 legally protects people from discrimination in the workplace, so this means in a workplace a male and female gets the same pay if they are at the same level of work, this should then mean that when going on trial a man and a woman should be looked at the same and should be treated as equals as it is then discrimination of a man if you say he was born a criminal but then treat a female differently and give her some leeway. However you can see the reason to why so many male and female offenders reoffend this is due to the very low numbers of offenders who go into employment after their release for example only one in every twenty women get a job within the first six months of their release and this shows that employment is a key factor to keeping people out of prisons because if you have a job you also have a sense of responsibility and a routine, as well as earning money this means your mind is in a different place, you are not thinking about where your next meal is coming from you are thinking about how you need to get too and from work which creates a positive mindset (Oppenheim 2020). This is also seen in male offenders as Grant (2013) tells us that two thirds of male offenders are unemployed before and after release from prison this shows us that it is much easier for a women to get a job after release but also how the probation service does not do enough to help prisoners find a job when they are released. This also proves the point that having a job reduces the chance that you commit a crime. Although the rehabilitation is a lot better for women in the UK prison system, studies have proved that women are more likely to become homeless after being released from prison. Studies have proved that sixty five percent of women from HMP bronzefield are released into vulnerable and unsafe living, this then increases their exposure to crime and to become a victim of sexual exploitation (Dimsale, Saunders 2022).



The office for national statistics (ONS 2008) helps the reader understand that their is always going to be inequality in the prison system as women and male are different however i do believe that women and men should definitely be treated the same and should be offered the same amount of rehabilitation and should both be treated the same in the court system and should be looked at as a criminal not a male offender or a female as the rules are not different for either jus because of their sex. However Mandal (2020)  argues that because females are treated differently to male offenders it has a positive impact on the amount of females who reoffend. On the other hand some people want equal rights so that should also mean the prisons compared to just employment and everyday life. 
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