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Learners face many different challenges when they start school without all the extra difficulties of having additional learning needs, (ALN). Many learners with ALN go under the radar in schools as they become so accustomed to hiding their issues not even their parents know their child has difficulties in school.

As a parent of a child with ALN I can speak firsthand of the issues surrounding children with ALN in both primary school and then onto secondary school, High School.

My son has dyspraxia and autism, his autism was not flagged up in primary school because he was well liked by the staff there, he could not and still cannot do up his shoelaces, falls over the pattern in the carpet, forgetful and just generally clumsy. As parents we all think our children are ok and there is nothing wrong with their development but unfortunately this is not always the case my son was diagnosed with dyspraxia when he was 5 years old. 
Developmental co-ordination disorder (DCD), also known as dyspraxia, is a condition affecting physical co-ordination. It causes a child to perform less well than expected in daily activities for their age, and appear to move clumsily.
DCD is thought to be around 3 or 4 times more common in boys than girls, and the condition sometimes runs in families.
This topic is about DCD in children, although the condition often causes continued problems into adulthood.
 
His primary school said he would struggle with his schooling because of his dyspraxia and would struggle to leave school at an appropriate level (reading writing and math) As a parent I was disgusted with the fact that he had been written off at such an early age and he was going to be one of the forgotten.
As a parent I knew little about dyspraxia, so I decided to find out more for myself. Dyspraxia is often called clumsy child syndrome as children with dyspraxia often fall over a lot and have poor hand eye coordination.  Personal hygiene can also be an issue, unable to tie shoelaces, poor eating habits as many children with dyspraxia are unable to use a knife and fork properly. 
I have attached a poster below to show different issues that a child with dyspraxia faces. I found this extremely useful in trying to understand the issues my son was facing daily but I wanted to find out more, so my search continued.
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Children face enough challenges growing up without the added pressure of being different, my son tried everything to fit in with his peers but because he was not the fastest of runners or the best at catcher of the ball, he was either picked last or if he was playing football, he would be left up front where nobody would have to pass to him, all he wanted to be accepted to be a part of a team to enjoy playing the game. As he got older, he realized that he was the odd one out and in reality, the  the team thought of him as a hinderance as he was not the fastest, he was not the best passer of the ball and they had all out grown him.
When he was 11, he was diagnosed ASD (Autistic) this answered many of our questions regarding his need for routine and order. My son decided then to tell his close friends of his diagnosis and within weeks all his school friends from primary school had stopped calling for him and playing with him on his games console, as parents we were lucky as our son did not realize that he had been dumped by his friends, he enjoys his own company.
My sons' secondary school has been amazing with him he has a one-to-one assistant he can go to if he is having a bad lesson, also he has been removed from his language lessons (Welsh) as he would get very anxious whenever he had a lesson on that day, 
Even during the Pandemic, the school have been very understanding of his needs as he could not attend school for several months due to his anxiety (fear of catching COVID and passing it on to his sister who has Kidney failure), the school arranged for him to sit in on the lessons virtually so he did not fall to far behind in his work. The school also put in place that he could start attending school a few hours a day to build up his confidence to start returning to school.
My son has now returned to school, not full time but we are getting there, as for friends he has discovered he enjoys cricket, which is going well he plays cricket for his local team also he plays cricket for his country with disability Wales.

In conclusion there are many different challenges for children with additional learning need but with perseverance the child can start to overcome these challenge's and accomplish anything they want.
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