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Summary


Strata Florida is currently a farm and archaeological site. The area is run by Strata Florida Trust which is an organisation that has dedicated themselves to maintaining, excavating and researching the Strata Florida area. Specifically, the task that was given to us is to do with the old house that is located within Strata Florida and is known as Mychaclog Fawr (see appendix A (Smith, 2022)  in the 19th century and was later abandoned due to decline and the last tenants wanting to move into a more modern house that suits their needs better(Burton, 2019) (Strata Florida Trust, 2025).
The goal of this catalogue is to start a database of the items found in mychaclog Fawr as the items that were originally in Mychaclog Fawr this is because the original version of the database that was made in 2006 was lost due to some error made in the intervening years. The sheet used to catalogue everything  was the thing that was lost so now there is an unusable label on a large portion of the assemblage. However, it is still worth noting that these objects were labelled and looked at in the early 2000s as that means there is a precedent of a cataloguing being done by Strata Florida trust.

The result of this cataloguing was that there was a Microsoft word document and an excel spread sheet made which details a portion of the assemblage that was given by Strata Florida trust. Although the excel spreadsheet is what is expected to be used when looking through the catalogue the Microsoft word document is there because it was the basic template that was used to note down the catalogue originally and then it was imported into the excel spreadsheet document in a conveyor belt methodology. 









Introduction

background information

Strata Florida is located in mid Wales close to the centre of the country (see appendix b) the land itself has a great amount of history around as it is mostly known for the iron age hill fort known as Pen-Y-Bannau(Pen-y-Bannau (Hillfort), 2025) as well as the abbey that was built in 1184 (Strata Florida Trust, 2025). Strata Florida was a cultural hub for culture in Wales for many years. This leads to Mynachlog Fawr which was built off of the remains of the Abbeys refectory. This building was to be a residence in 1670-1680. There is also a 17th century staircase located within Mynachlog Fawr  along with a large kitchen suitable for use. The House was in continuous use by the family that lived there for the duration of the 29th and 20th century until it ran out of use as the owners of the house had moved into a more modern household that better suited their wants and needs in the 21st century (Strata Florida Trust, 2025) the house is now in a state of disrepair (see appendix c) however there are talks of there being a remodel and rebuild of the house into a more habitable state (Strata Florida Trust, 2025). More specifically the assemblage is noted as being from the kitchen it being ladled as “y gegin” which translates directly to “the kitchen” or “kitchen” these items for the most part originally were located in the kitchen while the house was in use, it is more than likely that the objects are from around the house but are in fact from other parts of the house instead.


Issues and contentions
There are many ethical considerations that came into play when this task was taken on. One of the main contentions that came apparent was the ethical implications of cataloguing someone’s life and belongings which is, technically a thought that anyone who practices archaeology must consider but it is significantly more apparent when practicing “modern” archaeology (Harrison and Schofield, 2010), this issue was put to rest with a conversation with the people who run Strata Florida Trust who had express permission from the previous and last tenants who lived within Mynachlog Fawr, to allow their ex-belongings to be sorted through and to be catalogued in an official capacity with Strata Florida Trust. 
Another issue that was apparent was that this piece of work was the first of its kind that had been preformed by the team of two who are working on this project. That point was also paired with the very little oversight we had from the person who was overseeing this project from the universities side as well as the side of the people of Strata Florida trust although the challenge was welcome as even though this was work given out by an official archaeological body (Srata Florida Trust) there was still the factor of this work being considered a module in university and the lack of oversight did have an effect and was an issue during the process of this work and module.
Another issue that this work had was the expected workload that was given as there was too many boxes that was given out by Strata Florida Trust. Although these boxes did have a large amount of objects within them Strata Florida Trust however, there was an expectation that not as all of them would have been done as there was a significant amount to work through for only two people within a span of four weeks so this was an expectation that not as much would be parsed through, but a significant amount of items were given out in the assemblage for two people to work on in the time span given.
The final issue that came up during the work project was that the assemblage was a snapshot of the items that was from Mynachlog Fawr although it cannot be said that it is a particularly important sentiment to keep in mind it is still worth considering as when it comes to a cataloguing the items and deciding on a time frame of the assemblage there was a possibility that an contextually old object or a contextually young object was missing from the assemblage which would mess up the data the is gathered.

  Aim
The aim of this module is to catalogue and identify the objects that were given to us by Strata Florida Trust. This assemblage comes from Strata Florida in Mynchlog Fawr which is an old house within the Strata Florida farm and area. The object were originally owned by the previous and last tenants who lives in Mynachlog Fawr and are house hold items that range from small cups and various trinkets that would be found within a house that has been lived in for a long period of time, to elaborate paintings and portraits that come from the mid 1900s.as stated the objects range from the early late nineteenth century through the entirety to the 20th century before the house was moved out of. It is important to note that the objects that are in being looked at in this report do not represent everything that can be found in Mynachlog fawr as 
Another aim of this project is to create a data s[read sheet on Microsoft excel that is capable of being read by people who do not come from an archaeological background so it would be best to keep words that are only used within the archaeological practice out of this spread sheet to the best of the writers ability. This is because the Strata Florida Trust is a program that regularly hires volunteers that have a commercial interest in archaeology and may not have the academic grammar that someone who came from a higher archaeological education may have so it will be important to allow for the handling of messy data.
these objects were chosen to go to university of Wales trinity Saint David and were selected by Strata Florida Trust for this work module.
The objects themselves range in terms of physical states. Aside from the obvious differences in typology, weight and size there was a difference in its physical condition as some were quite well maintained and others were a struggle to physically keep together as they were in a state of decline or even a state of outright decay. The reasons for this state of decay would range from object to object for example the object in appendix D is in decay because it was exposed to the air for too long and is made if a material that did not stand the test of tome while the object in appendix E is fine because it was held within a container and is made of a composite metal material. 
Each box held a different amount of items but the writing that was needed to go through them was generally the same as the artefact would be written and recorded then a detailed description if height, length and, if needed, the width of the object as well as all its features within the its standalone description. 





















Methodology 

The methodology that was used during this project did slowly evolve overtime as the team working on this project was not sure how to best create the datasheet effectively but come day 2 there was a plan in order. However day one of this project consisted of an explanation given by Quentin drew which detailed our project and what we had to do during the four week period we were given. The exact details of the project were, as stated, making a data spread sheet of items found within Mynachlog Fawrs assemblage which was entrusted to us by Strata Florida Trust and our university professor. Then after our briefing the first day consisted of taking apart each box and seeing what each of the eight boxes that all read “y gegin” and their corresponding number one through eight. These boxes were shown to contain every day items and some which seemed like they hold more emotional importance then fictional or economic but there was a small subsection if miscellaneous items that would be better called garbage or trash but, as archaeology requires all items to be looks then those items must also be categorised similar to the study of garbage known as garbology(Lilienfeld and Rathje, 1989).
Day 2 was when the plan on how this project would pan out was put into place. The project would work thusly, a box would be selected for cataloguing on the day and then it would be worked on and catalogued by first, giving an identification to the item and also marking down the old identification  that the object previously had (if applicable) and then the location of where it was found would be put down, it is worth noting that this is always starta florida but it is important to have that information there wither way). Then the typology of the object is noted down. Once that is down there is a short description of the condition that the object is in when it it is catalogued and then the source from where the object is found which is commonly the kitchen. Followed then by the catalogued date and who catalogued the object as well as any dates marked on the object, its origin and then its year range which would be roughly when the family living in Mynachlog Fawr would have bought or used it during the course of their lives. The finally there is a detailed description of the item and its length, width, and height see appendix F for an actual example used in the Microsoft word artefact sheet.
The days the continued in this format which would lead to about two boxes being done over the course of one week. The boxes did move at a steady pace but it was extremely important that the artefact sheet be easy to read by the people that were reading these sheets and filling them in further with other items that was not given by Strata Florida Trust. So there was an excel spreadsheet that was established during the third week of work that is the sheet that is actually meant to be used for looking over the assemblage and the rest of the items found inside of Mynachlog Fawr. So the artefact sheet was put into excel format which did slowdown production but the results of this method were worth it in the end as it made an artefact sheet that was easy to read and readily available when it comes to finding the artefacts your need.

Findings 
Findings one
Generally it was safe to assume that, going into this piece of work that there would be some interesting pieces of work as there was many opportunities to work with some worthwhile findings in this assemblage but the first thing that was found was how much money these people seemed to have as there was plenty of examples of fine chine and other such amenities that were found within the confines of the assemblage. For example there was a collection of cutlery that was only meant to consume fish wish which suggests that there is people who were rich enough to buy and eat fish within a landlocked location within the 19th and 20th century. In fact the signs of damage on the box suggests  that the cutlery is quite old so this points towards the meals of the family that lived within Mynachlog Fawr have a significant amount of money to throw around.
Findings two
The second collection of findings is the aforementioned timeline that can be gathered by the assemblage using skills that are similar to William Rathje’s Garbology and  the skills of the people who were working om this project the evidence points towards the objects being generally around the mid-19th century all the way through until the late 20th century until about the early 21st century with a definite cut off at 2006 as that is when s portion of the assemblage was  put in to a database. The signs that point towards this are portraits that point towards the objects being from the mid-19th century and then there are items that point towards the late 20th century some being as early as 21996-1997. Of course it was known information that this house was lived in for a very long time from various sources such as Strata Florida Trusts website (Strata Florida Trust, 2025) but it is worth noting this finding as well as the fact its possible that there are artefacts that ae much older or younger as the assemblage that was received was a curated collection that got sent to university of Waled Trinity Saint David.












Conclusion
In conclusion the objects that were given by Strata Florida Trust came with a some issues and contentions but none were an oversight or intentional to the best of the ability of the people at Strata Florida Trust. But it must be said that these ethical issues and the lack of oversight on this project  did affect it significantly as there is only some guarantee that the work that was preformed was to the best of the ability of the people who worked on this project in this four week time frame. Alternately the good that this project will do is also worth noting as now there is method of identifying and making a data sheet of the objects that are in Mynachlog Fawr . The findings that came to light were also useful as it may be worth a having this information on hand even if it may not be the most sound findings such as finding two.

However the methodology used seems to be effective at identifying these objects and the method of identification will even help subgroup the objects that are found in Mynachlog Fawr and the goal of allowing even non archaeologists the ability to read this data sheet on Microsoft excel will have worked and allow for smoother cataloguing in the foreseeable future that can be handled by any volunteer regardless of their skill level or their educational background in relation to archaeology.
As this report is a part of a module  there was also the matter of the presentation that was done alongside with the report in which the presentations feedback will inspire the report in order to expand its talking points and make the report significantly more detailed then it would be otherwise. However as stated the lack of oversight during this module has affected workflow and potentially quality of work. These factors may hinder or enhance the work being presented to Mynachlog Fawr but the work should still be at an acceptable level

Appendix A
[image: MYNACHLOG FAWR, Ystrad Fflur, Pontrhydyfendigaid, Ceredigion 2011 - CEREDIGION MANSION ESTATES]
figure 1/MYNACHLOG FAWR, Ystrad Fflur, Pontrhydyfendigaid, Ceredigion 2011
appendix b
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figure 2/map of wales showcasing starta Floridas location/coflein/2025

Appendix C
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figure 3/starat florida/ mynachlog fawr living room/caleb rees/2025
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figure 4/strata florida/mycnachlog fawr window/caleb rees/2025

Appendix D
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Appendix E
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Collection: y gegin box 4

Obiject ID: YGB4001//14/1/2025

Old ID: sf.mf.2006 A1 D231

Location: strata florida

Typology: silverware case

Condition: dirty with permanent marks of dust or stripped paint inside is intact although stained
Source: kitchen

Catalogue date:24/01/2025
Catalogued by: Caleb Rees

Date: unknown

Origin: company comes from Germany
Year Range: pre 2000s

Description: the object s a sixinch by 5.4-inch box that is 1.3 inches high. The box has a pattern
much like leopard print or tree bark that is broken up by wear of the box that white outs the
pattern and has a tassel made of cloth. The box is made of 2 parts that open atthe hinges atthe
back in a clam shell style of opening. Inside the box there is a cloth sewn into the inside of the
box on the bottom half of the clam shell box there is a denser material contained inside thinner
cloth with ridges that are used to contain cutlery. On the top half of the clam shell there is a logo
on the centre that Is two inches long and half an inch wide. On the logo it has large letters in the
centre that says “EPNS” In a stylised font to the left of this there is writing that s layered on top
of each other the inscription reads “silver plated” on the right there is another inscription that s
layered out in a similar fashion to the other inscription. The inscription reads “finest Finish.




