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In January 1776 Thomas Paine anonymously published Common Sense, a 47-page pamphlet that changed and emboldened the thinking of the American colonies that were under British rule. This pamphlet contributed to the shift in public consciousness and subsequently to the American Revolution. 
Thomas Paine
Paine was an Englishman who, prior to his influential position in American affairs, was a corset maker, sailor, a schoolteacher, and a tax collector among other things. While handing out pamphlets at parliament that were asking for a better wage for civil servants, he caught the attention of Benjamin Franklin who was in Britain as an agent representing some of the colonies. Franklin regarded Paine to be an “ingenious, worthy young man,” and wrote him a recommendation and sponsored his emigration to America. Thomas Paine arrived in America in 1774 and soon became a supporter of the American Revolution. 
Context
[bookmark: _Int_trYusWre]He was influenced by The Enlightenment movement that was sweeping through Europe. This movement was born out of the advancements in the scientific world and the great thinkers and writers of the time, such as Locke, Montesquieu, Rousseau, and Voltaire. Paine condensed, organised, and applied the thinking of these great contributors to his pamphlet Common Sense. One leading mind of the time was writer John Locke; he believed in a person's three natural rights- that a person has a natural right to their life, to liberty and to their property. He thought that the role of government should be to protect these inherent rights. Montesquieu believed in a separation of powers within the government. That the power of the government should not override the natural rights of people. The separation of power he placed in three sections, an executive or presidential power, a legislative power, and a judicial section. With this separation, there forms a way to check and balance the power of government with one department never gaining full power over the others. 	Rousseau believed in a social contract between the people and the government. The government is always contractually held to account by the people. Voltaire was against religious fanaticism, he believed that the government needed to be separate from any religious practice. This was to ensure that government practiced tolerance of all religious leanings within society and would keep government rational in its decision making and promoted religious freedom. 
The Colonies
In 1770 there were close to two million people, colonists, and slaves, living in the colonies. 
The two main opinions within the colonies were one of old reverence and a sense of belonging to the tradition of the British Empire, and the other was a growing sense of unease, oppression, and awareness of their own identity as settlers. 
Although the historical hierarchy they belonged to in Britain would, without doubt, still be prevalent in the colonists thinking, without the presence of the aristocracy or the peasantry there was a middling society developing. The colonies were made up of the poor, the middle of the way classes and those that came from the lower ranks of gentry that were unlikely to inherit. They all came to create a more decent standard of life. The Colonies were private companies owned by the crown but not started by them directly. The colonies themselves developed their own daily society and forged a new way of life and a sense of entitlement to the life they had built. The Crown’s power over them will have felt like they were being judged and overlooked, and they were. Tax impositions, trade restrictions and their rights as British subjects were being impinged upon by the Crown. They felt ever more oppressed, objectified, and rebellious. 
The Pamphlet
Thomas Paine's pamphlet Common Sense was written in radically plain and simple language. The pamphlet was written to be read aloud to audiences in all areas where society congregated. Two years after its original publication over 500,000 copies were sold. Its popularity was great because it spoke to all men of a truth that captured the feelings and thoughts of its reader perfectly. The battle of Lexington had just taken place and Paine had noted that “the colonies were on fire” in response to this. Gradually popular opinion was building against king George. 
Paine wrote passionately in a reasoned and straightforward way, and he considered independence the only option. In the first part of the pamphlet, he addressed the colonies general leaning towards reconciliation rather than revolution and independence. It did this by refuting any arguments against independence. It informed the reader of how very possible it was, but also demonstrated the absolute necessity of independence from the monarchy. It exposed the stupidity and uselessness of the English monarchy and all monarchies. Paine threw aside the idea that the British constitution was the context by which the fate of America was determined. This idea Pain knew to be the last hold over the colonies as by this point, they had already lost faith in parliament. The message was made even more radical as independence had not seriously been discussed in public as it was considered treason. This frankness gave people room to voice thoughts and feelings that were previously hidden. 
Common Sense lead the reader to ask the question; If monarchy does not work, then what is the solution? And the only rational and logical answer would be independence.
Paine then sets out tangible plans for a future that is focused specifically on the people of the new world not the old.
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