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Pronouns in Middle Egyptian

 Personal pronouns

◼ Suffix

◼ Dependent

◼ Independent

◼ Subject pronouns

 Demonstrative pronouns

 Interrogative pronouns



Dependent pronouns
separate words, but normally used after some other word = 
dependent



Independent pronouns
Separate words, can stand on their own in a sentence



Summary personal pronouns



Demonstrative pronouns
 English: this / these; that / those – Egyptian = 4

◼ pn, tn, nn – this/that; these/those – most common

◼ pf, tf, nf – this/that; these/those – contrasted with pn, tn, nn – this; these, then 
translated as that;those

◼ pw, tw, nw – that; those – older version to pn, tn, nn, but still used

◼ pA, tA, nA - this/that; these/those – colloquial (spoken) version, become later the 
definite articles, continue into Late Egyptian (only ones to continue)

 Masculine with masculine nouns, feminine with  feminine nouns; 
neutral with plural and dual nouns



Demonstrative pronouns

◼ pn, tn, pw, tw – this/that – after noun

◼ pf, tf – this/that– before or after noun

◼ pA, tA - this/that – before noun

◼ nn, nf/nfA, nw, nA – demonstrative pronoun n noun



Demonstrative pronouns – special 
cases

 Invocation – addressing of gods / person

◼ pw, tw used after name

 hA Mrrj pw – Oh, (this) Mereri

 When used with nouns pw, tw sometimes written 

◼ pwy twy

 Religious texts – older versions for those, these:

◼ M – jpn, jpw
◼ F – jptn, jptw



Interrogative pronouns

 Used in questions
◼ mj who, what? – most common, will be 

answered with dependent pronoun, stands after another 
word

◼ ptr who, what? - answered with 
independent pronoun, stands at the beginning of the 
sentence

◼ jx what? – when asked about things

◼ jSjx what? – things, but can stand at the 
beginning of the sentence 

◼ sj which, which one, which ones? –
used with noun or independent (first indirect genitive)
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