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AIMS:
The aim of this module is to enable students to make informed judgments concerning the principal legal aspects relating to the protection of the environment, and to understand and apply the principles of environmental law. 


OUTCOME STATEMENTS:

On successful completion of this module students will be able to:

1. Use and apply legal materials.

2. Apply the principles of environmental law to a range of case study scenarios.

3. Introduce and comment on economic mechanisms that have been used   to address environmental issues.

4. Review contemporary environmental issues from an economic perspective.


INDICATIVE CONTENT:

· The statute/common law interface.  
· Human rights and issues relating to pollution
· The impact of European (ECJ) judgments on the definition of ‘waste’.  
· Waste offences and the duty of care.  
· Conservation – the impact of national and international legislation on the conservation of habitats and protected species.  
· Contaminated Land – impact of Part IIA EPA 1990 and comparative studies of USA contaminated sites.
· Resource, Environmental and Ecological economics
· Prosperity without growth?
· Best Practicable Environmental Option, Best Practicable Means, Life Cycle Assessment
· Carbon ‘offsetting’ and its economic and environmental considerations
· Stern Report: Economics of Climate Change
· The economics of ecosystems & biodiversity (EU report)
· Economic analysis of pollution and conservation. Case studies, e.g. road transport, house building, fossil fuels, climate change.
· Market based policies versus command and control. 

TEACHING AND LEARNING:

	Delivery
	Hours


	Lectures
	45

	Seminars/tutorials
Fieldwork
	20
10

	Student Private Study
	125

	TOTAL
	200




IMPLEMENTATION:
This module consists of a mixture of lectures, seminars and fieldwork.  Students will be expected to complete exercises for discussion and presentation.  Various pedagogical techniques will be used for example role play, blogs, ‘any questions’ practical’s etc.  In addition a field trip will be organised to expose students to the practical application of legal and economic forces in the environmental business community.

ASSESSMENT:
Outcomes 1 and 2 will be assessed via an open-book examination, where the student will answer one from three questions as posed.  Outcomes 3 and 4 will be assessed by an academic review of a book or business (3,000 words plus appendices).

	Outcomes
	Assessment Criteria
To achieve each outcome a student must:

	1. Use and apply legal materials. 


	· Produce work that will demonstrate that the student understands what is meant by environmental law and proceed to evaluate the different sources of environmental law.

	2. Apply the principles of environmental law to a range of case study scenarios.
	· Evaluate the role and inherent problems posed by enforcement of law in diverse situations.  The student will need to apply a range of case studies.

	3. Introduce and comment on economic mechanisms that have been used to address environmental issues.
	· Select a book or business and review the economic mechanisms that have been used to address environmental concerns.

	4. Review contemporary environmental issues from an economic perspective.
	· Select a book or business and review its application to environmental business strategies.



Examination     50%
	Coursework
	50% 
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