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About the Royal Commission Established in 1908 by Royal Warrant .

 It is a Welsh government sponsored body.  

 They are the investigative body and the National Archive for the 

historic environment of Wales. 

 Based at the National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth.

 The Commission looks after the National Monuments Record of 

Wales. 

 The Royal commissioners are supervised by 10 commissioners 

that are appointed by the Crown and the Government. 

 The Commissions two big projects are the Llongau U-Boat 

project and the Cherish Project. 

About the Royal 
Commission

(Uboatproject.wales, 2019)

(Royal Commission, 2019)



Aims of the 
Royal 

Commission 

The key aims of the commission are to:

 To investigate them historic environment in wales. 

 To Understand and interpret the investigation of the 

Historic Environment. 

 To care and maintain the National Monuments Record.

 To provide access to the public under the Public 

Records Act of 1958. 

 To produce research around the archaeology of Wales. 

(Royal Commission, 2019)



About the U-Boat Project
 The U-Boat Project is a collaboration between the Royal Commission, Bangor 

University and the Nautical Archaeology Society. 

 It is supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund, with a grant of nearly a million 

pounds. 

 It is a 2 year project.

 The projects will gather details and information pertaining to 17  Worlds War 

One wrecks.  This is done by looking at archival research, government 

records and Multi-beam data. 

 It is connected with 20 museums and groups that are located around the 

Welsh Coast. With a travelling exhibition, conferences and talks. 

(Uboatproject.wales, 2019)
(Royal Commission, 2019)



Aims of the U-Boat 
Projects

The red dots 

show the 

losses of ships 

and aircraft 

around the 

Welsh coast 

during the 

First World 

War. (Royal 

Commission, 

2019)

 The main aim is to provide access to the remains of 

merchant and naval ships that were sunk in the first 

world war through the use of underwater discover and 

land-based research, then linking the stories and data 

back into the public by community engagement 

through their community partners. 

 The U-boat war that occurred around the coast is 

largely forgotten when we talk about World War One 

and so it’s important to bring forward this forgotten part 

of Welsh heritage.

(Uboatproject.wales, 2019) (Royal Commission, 2019)



The Shipwrecks

 HMS 

Penshurst

 SS 

Cambank

 HMS H5

 SS Drina

 FV 

Cartagena

 Agberi

 Apapa

 SS Cork

 SS Chelford

 SS Derbent

 Saint 

Jacques

 Janvold

 Walpas

 Boscawen 

 Oronsa

 U- 87

 SS Damao

There are 17 shipwrecks that the 

Commission has looked at overall.  

They are: 



The Shipwrecks

Data gathered for the project:

 Its gathered data on using Multi- beam data

 Under water dives.

 Crew Lists 

 Government Documents 

 Registrations of the Ships Multi beam data of the SS 

Janvold (Bangor University). 

Video of the Sea Life on and 

around the FV Cartagena. 

(Uboatproject.wales, 2019)



Multi beam data of the SS 

Janvold (Bangor University). 

Video of the Sea Life on and 

around the FV Cartagena. 

The Shipwrecks

Data gathered for the project:

 Its gathered data on using Multi- beam data

 Under water dives.

 Crew Lists 

 Government Documents 

 Registrations of the Ships 

(Uboatproject.wales, 2019)



Multi beam data of the FV 

Cartagena (Bangor University). (Uboatproject.wales, 2019)



What's been produced?

 Blogs

 Videos

 Posters 

 Exhibitions

 Conferences

(Uboatproject.wales, 2019)



At Ynys-hir RSPB Nature reserve.

(Uboatproject.wales, 2019)



(Uboatproject.wales, 2019)



(Uboatproject.wales, 2019)



My role at the Royal 
Commission

Whilst at the Royal commission I have done and am in the process 

of finishing four jobs:

1. With the Senior Investigator for Maritime, I spent the first 

couple of days update their Locations database, looking at 

shipwrecks, and inputting information from the Common 

Wealth Grave Commission and  Mercantile Navy List (using 

www.crewlist.org.uk).

(Clip, 2019)

http://www.crewlist.org.uk/


My role at the Royal 
Commission

2. Main job was to tidy, rename and list the material 

collected.  Information gathered on the ships from the actual 

data of the shipwreck, to blogs, websites and images 

collected on the ships, the crews and archival information. 

This is a fundamental part of the project as one of the key 

objectives is to archive all the research gathered with the 

project.





My role at the Royal 
Commission

3. Imputing newspaper articles to do 

with the U-boats and the ships included 

in the projects on to Peoples collection 

Wales (a website that has been jointly 

developed by the Royal Commission, 

Nation Library of Wales and the 

National Museums of Wales, funded 

through the Government to provided 

access to Welsh Heritage online). This 

has included me transcribing the 

Newspapers and even translating 

certain words into welsh .

(Royal Commission, 2019)

(Royal Commission and National Library of Wales, 2019)



(Royal Commission and National Library of Wales, 2019)



4.  Writing and creating 

a blog post for the U-

boat projects website. 

This will highlight what I 

have been doing at the 

Royal commission over 

the past 4 weeks. And 

highlight aspects of the 

U- Boat project. 

(Uboatproject.wales, 2019)



Future of the project
 At this current time the team has gone done to hold a week of events at 

the Lord Nelsons Hotel in Milford Haven in partnership with one of the 

Local community partners. 

 And as the summer starts the travelling exhibition will carry on around 

the Welsh coast. 

 Another thing in June the Nautical Archaeology Society are hosting a 

Field school hoping to find the SS Leysian at Abercastle (which was 

wrecked on the 20th Feb 1917.

 As the project enters its final stages of the projects all the information 

gathered including the travelling aspect will be archived at the Royal 

commissions base and on their online system.

(Uboatproject.wales, 2019)





Thank you for 
Listening. 
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