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Rollo’s fulfilment of his dream vision

The quotation from Chapter 10 of the Gesta Normannorum where he sees the town of Rouen and is determined to settle there in fulfilment of his dream vision strikes an ambiguous tone (depicting unchristian acts committed by a man both troubled and moved by Christianity). It depicts a time when Rollo was still a pagan, as of course Rollo was nit baptised until the year 911.1 The text describes how in 876 AD Rollo took a naval force to the mouth of the Siene. He there sees the Monastery of St Peter and deeming it holy – leaves. He leaves the body of a virgin Hameltrude (later deemed a saint by residents) at different place (the altar of Saint Vedast).  The body of Hameltrude appears to have been a virgin sacrifice, indeed this is to modern eyes a very heathen act. Rollo considers the land around Rouen lightly held and gives a guarantee of safety to the people on the request of this Bishop – a guarantee Rollo intends to break. He does so and lays waste to Rouen with his great host, perplexed by his vision from before, where he saw himself bestow Christian laws upon Rouen and “the strength of ungodliness having being undone. Rather let the fierce wolf graze at the same time in the sheeps field”. In this line of the poem, it seems Rollo is described as a ‘fierce wolf’, and of course the ‘sheeps field’ must reference the people of Rouen, this particular line in the apostrophe of the Gesta Normanorrum references the slaughter and devastation that he inflicted upon the people of Rouen. 
To one who read the Gesta Normanorrum with Norman eyes, they would see this as a heroic portrayal of Rollo, as if he was destined by God to seize the small province of Rouen from the Carolingian King and make it a Christian Kingdom. Of course, at this point in the story, Rollo was still a Viking, and in seizing Rouen, Rollo was thence received by Rouen’s Archbishop into the Church.2 This retelling of Norman history in the Gesta Normannorum, is very much romanticised, almost an Arthurian take on Rollo as victor and hero, whereas the reality was very different for Rollo, his conversion to the Christian faith altered very little than according to Historian Norman Canter he was no more better for the conversion than “…it had for Clovis or his companions.”3 Dudo wanted to make the story of Rollo’s landing memorable, to make the heroic image of Rollo be remember to one reading his text, historian Davies states that Dudo was “…careful to attach stories to particular places so that Rouen…at St Martins Church the landing of Rollo would be recalled.”4
TEXT  HISTORY
The Gesta Normannorum of Dudo of St Quentin was the first historical text written on the Norman Dukes, and was the basis of subsequent texts which were composed and disseminated by later historians (beginning a generation after Dudo wrote his tome.5 The text itself follows a trational forman of Gesta History, i.e. a format which follows the history of a line of individuals – Dudo being the first to employ this as a method for describing the histories of lay rulers (rather than ecclesiastical ones).6 The text was composed over 100 years after the events described (between 996 and 1016)7 at the commission of a Norman Lord (Richard II (d. 1026).8 As with most historical documents from this period, the truth was very likely to be exaggerated, after such a length of time, the true event of Rollo laying siege to Rouen would have been lost in translation, the story changing over time, when in reality it would have been a brutal and horrific massacre of the people of Rouen, no heroism involved. Historian Loud in his article Gens Normannorum - myth or reality certainly believes Dudos claims of Norman victory to be exaggerated.9 
Any consideration of the texts must consider its aims, and Dudo’s aims can perhaps be seen in the light of the apparently similar which later historians based his text on. Commissioned by a Norman Duke, as mentioned above, it has been naturally assumed to have an apologetic function;10 that is the text serves to “legitimize the arrival and more importantly, the settlement of the Vikings in Normandy.”11 His successors were less concerned with the virgin settlement, and (like William of Jumieges) with the specific dynastic growth of the Norman royal lineage in order to legitimize both the line and specific claimants.12 
TEXT AND NORMAN MYTH
A key consideration of the text describing the conquest of Rouen is clearly how a pagan Scandinavian founding Lord had Christian legitimacy in establishing a new Kingdom centred on Rouen. The vision described by Dudo is paraphrased by Davis (avoiding the florid language of Dudo) “Rollo found himself on a high mountain in Francia.. [where there is] a wonderous spring in which he bathed cures him of leprosy… birds of divers kinds [also bathe in the stream and subsequently] arranged themselves without distinction of kind or sort… without quarrelling [subsequently they peacefully enter their nests at Rollo’s command”13 
There are obvious parallels with the Normans; they had formed a state as a mixed people (mixed-Franks and Scandinavians – but neither completely Danish nor completely French.14 Under Rollo’s command; (which is divinely sanctioned, as demonstrated in the vision, these divers elements are formed into a coherent and distinctive whole – with characteristics that could be clearly considered ‘Norman’. In conclusion, in writing the Gesta Normannorrum, Dudo achieved an everlasting legacy, his history of the Norman Dukes creates a memorable account of Norman history, that scholars will continue to analyse for centuries to come.
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