The advantages of fireworks – an argument essay
Fireworks have been around for centuries. However, their origins date back to around 2000 years ago, in ancient China. The earliest fireworks involved filling bamboo shoots with gunpowder. These would be exploded at Chinese New Year, in the hope that the noise would scare away evil spirits. This technology was later brought into Europe by Marco Polo. 
These days, people all over the world often use fireworks to mark a special occasion. For instance, every Olympic opening and closing ceremony has a firework display at its core. In the UK, we celebrate the demise of Guido Fawkes, and his gunpowder-plot, gang on 5th November every year. Families either attend locally organised firework displays or have their own home-made display in back gardens right across Britain. In fact, throughout the year, fireworks are now used to celebrate important occasions such as a 21st birthday, a wedding anniversary, Halloween, or Christmas. 
People derive great pleasure from the sounds, sights and smells of all kinds of fireworks. The way they are displayed in shops and stores is also a source of excitement for young children; even the names of fireworks have a magical quality to them. Some might be called Jade Garden and others Lunar rocket.
Interestingly, children do not always want the perfection of an organised display and love the amateur, family atmosphere of a back garden display. Each individual firework is set up and lit in an elaborate series of manoeuvres and the resulting rocket or Roman candle display is seen close up in all its glory. Also, it is often funny to see Dad struggling to light the fireworks when matches get damp and the torch is not working. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In closing, firecrackers are an intrinsic part of the Chinese culture. For centuries they have been used not simply to mark the start of the New Year but also on occasions such as the opening of a new business. Sometimes accompanied by a lion dance, these events are a regular part of Chinese culture and people love to see and hear these fireworks. (342 words)

