





Preparing for Professional Police Practice

The present research will try to understand the theory named Policing by consent. This is one of the most popular as well as most important theories for the new age police system. The present essay will try to understand the theory in a proper manner. In addition to that same, the essay will explore the impacts of policing by consent on the contemporary police service. Policing by consent is the theory mainly based on various formats of police services such as moral policing and society advocacy. The policemen are mainly take consents from the people of the society in order to do advocacy to the crimes.
The present essay will try to understand the reasons and the advantages of policing by consent theory. This will make a clear overview about the law and order of the UK criminal maintenance system.
Since the dawn of the modern era, the British police force has been structured on the idea of "policing by agreement," which dates back more than two centuries. To keep order, the police force does not depend just on the use of physical force; rather, they seek the support and esteem of the general population (Clark-Darby, 2020). People who are accustomed to seeing police violence and who are used to being under the control of the police may not put a high value on providing their agreement, especially if they are used to being subjected to police observation. After incidents of police brutality that make headlines, whether as a result of the egregious treatment of individuals, the suppression of protests and public disorder, or the release of damning new statistics, the police are frequently criticised for ignoring public consent and confronted with demands to restore it. This is the case whether the criticism stems from the egregious treatment of individuals, the suppression of protests and public disorder, or the release of damning new statistics. This is the case regardless of whether the criticism is a consequence of the appalling treatment of people (Wong and Christmann, 2020), the repression of demonstrations and public disruption, or the publishing of new data that are devastating. On the other hand, anarchists and libertarians often claim that law enforcement officers have the ability to employ force and punishment even when they do not have the authorization to do so in the situation at hand.
According to this point of view, the idea of "consent" is nothing more than a euphemism that is used to disguise the real acts of cruelty that take place. This perspective is supported by the fact that the term "consent" has been in use for quite some time. At the very least, there is some truth to the notion that the only way state authority could be preserved in the event that the populace refused to acknowledge its legitimacy is by the use of force (Cummins, 2022). However, if one were to focus on this supposedly catastrophic possibility, one would be disregarding the fact that this is not the circumstance at the present. This would be the case if they ignored the fact that this is not the case at the moment (Lamb, 2021). Others are of the opinion that permission-based policing should not be the norm that law enforcement aspires to reach, while others are of the opinion that it should be the standard. Some people are utterly against the idea that permission-based police should be the norm. Both of these counterarguments may be refuted without a shadow of a doubt. In order for a state to be considered legitimate, it is required that the people endorse the state's ability to uphold law and order and approve of the state's ability to do so. It is of the utmost significance to have a solid understanding of both the definition of the term "consent" and the context in which it was first used (Stott et al., 2020).
Those who are or have been classified as police have engaged in a wide range of activities across time, space, and institutional boundaries. The role of the police has evolved greatly throughout the years. The need for formalised law enforcement increased with the expansion of urban areas and the decline in the efficiency of traditional mechanisms of socialisation and control, such as the family, schools, and the church. However, no unified international police system ever materialised. The wide range of policing methods and practices may be attributed to a number of causes. A police force's actions are heavily influenced by the prevalent forms of crime and the common strategies used by criminals in a given culture (Sukarman and Wastika, 2022). For instance, if criminals in a certain area often use weapons, the police in that area will likely also be armed, and if criminals in that area frequently use computers to commit crimes, the police would likely form a specialised unit to investigate cybercrimes. This variety might be partially attributed to different historical experiences; for instance, former colonies often retain the same police system as their conquerors. There is also the factor of the population; police in urban centres are quite different from that in rural regions and small towns (den Boer et al., 2022). However, a country's political culture is the most important component in determining that country's police system (Coster, 2022).
The philosophy of policing by consent has had a significant number of repercussions that may be seen in the police force of the contemporary day. When a law enforcement officer is present, the vast majority of people will comply with whatever demands the officer makes. People obey the law because they believe it to be right and because they believe that doing so will ultimately benefit them more than breaking it would. Those who live in a small town or neighbourhood where the majority of the inhabitants know each other are regarded in high esteem because they make an effort to respect the values of the community (Hill, 2019). People's lives become more difficult when they break the law or fall short of the expectations of other people because it makes it less likely for them to get support from the community. This makes it more difficult for them to go forward in life. This system of informal rewards and sanctions is strong support to law enforcement in every country, despite the fact that it is most successful when applied to very small groups of people. As a consequence of this, the function of law enforcement is made a great deal easier by the forces that dominate life inside a small group. After these less authoritarian forms of conflict resolution have been exhausted, only then, should the police be called in (Pickard, 2019).
As a consequence of this, even in countries that have a decentralised system of policing, rural and sparsely populated areas are typically policed by a single, centralised police force that is frequently militarised. A single police agency that operates under a unified command may save money and enhance efficiency in comparison to a collection of decentralised municipal police units. Because the region that has to be patrolled may be fairly large and comprised of rough terrain, the police in these places need the long-range mobility and agility that are characteristic of military troops. Additionally, since the first police departments were founded in cities, the military has usually been in charge of maintaining order in rural regions (Farrow, 2020).
On the other hand, in societies that are larger and more complex, informal institutions of social control have a tendency to be less successful, while formal institutions have a tendency to be more effective. There are a few factors that contribute to the relatively poor efficacy of informal controls. Because people in large societies often engage in conversation with strangers they will never see again, it is possible that there are fewer informal rewards for being honest and fewer informal penalties for being dishonest. New legal frameworks, such as those that regulate the registration and usage of motor vehicles as well as the transaction of commerce through the World Wide Web, may be attributed in part to the development of more advanced technology in these sectors (Long, 2018). It is possible that some people will not feel as much of a duty to observe these new standards since they may not have the same moral resonance as older laws that criminalised things like stealing or fraud. In addition, anytime new laws are established, it is practically inevitable that there will be an increase in criminal activity. Consequently, those who are found guilty of breaking a new rule may harbour resentment and be less likely to assist with law enforcement or to follow the law in the future, even when they are not being watched. This makes it less likely that they will follow the law even when they are not being watched (Dennehy, 2020). Last but not least, as civilizations advance, it becomes more difficult for people to prioritise the interests of the public above their own when there is a conflict between the two sets of priorities (Movement, 2018). If a company owner sees an employee committing a crime while they are on the job but chooses not to report it to the police, it might be because the owner is worried about how the news would affect the firm's output, earnings, or reputation (Watson et al., 2021).
From the above discussions, it is clear that the theory of policing by consent is an important aspect of law enforcement. It can be understood that the police service of the present day is highly influenced by this theory as well as it has some great importance in the law and order even for contemporary society.
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