Participatory Performance Practice 2021-2022

Below are some pupil responses that I have noted over the last few weeks. These were transcribed during sessions and do not follow any date, session or practitioner structure. 

Positive Comments
The workshops gave opportunity to:
Talk to people that you wouldn’t normally talk to (several pupils say this weekly)
Just have fun
See other pupils having fun / talking for the first time.
Share images and see that there is commonality in certain responses. 

PPP sessions are “Informative” 
Statement that ‘walking outside’ is a pupil’s ‘shield’ (bomb and shield game)
School is a “safe space and you get to be around people you like”.
Pupils often discussed what they ‘would have done’ had they been picked to share responses or asked to respond after activities. 

Neutral Comments
“It’s better to do something rather than nothing” (as opposed to sitting in common room in this case). 
(School is…) “Not the best but better than lockdown”
Teachers try but don’t “do it completely right”
“There is some support but not enough.”
Following one game a pupil said that they wouldn’t come to school if they were rich.
“My wellbeing feels so much better” to Harriet during a session.

Less Positive Comments
Some pupils stated that they:
Can feel judged by the teachers
Can feel judged by other pupils
Accept that teachers are ‘just like that’ – whatever the negative connotations of ‘that’ are.
Consider that not all subjects are valuable or presented in the best way – “poor execution of delivery that is not what you need to get on in life”

Teachers share too much pupil information amongst themselves.
Teachers don’t support pupils.
Pupils do not feel heard unless they work at it (unsure about the meaning of this)
Teachers may be aware of specific situations or pupil needs but ‘do nothing about it’.
School didn’t provide ample support during the lockdowns. Now that these lockdowns are over, pupils need to ‘get over it’.

School is the bomb - (bomb and shield game)
