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Give a critical response to the following question: 
If the Basque model were to be adopted in Wales what changes would need to be 
implemented to the teaching of Welsh in the English - medium sector? 

The purpose of this assignment is to discuss the implementation of the Basque model into English medium schools in Wales. The Basque model is a way of teaching language within the Basque country, within the Basque country there are three different kinds of schools. The A-model schools teach through the medium of Spanish with 3 hours a week being spent on Basque language. B-model schools are taught Basque language as a subject alongside being taught between 30-40% of their curriculum through the medium of Basque. The D-model schools are taught through the medium of Basque with Spanish being taught as a compulsory subject. Education in the Basque country is compulsory between the ages of 6 and 16 however education can continue until the age of 18. When children leave school at the age of 16 they receive a certificate which shows which courses they have passes, there are no marks given as children do not take external examinations they focus on formative assessments rather than summative assessments. When students continue their education until the age of 18 they are studying for what is known as the Selectividad certificate which is their university entrance exam. This certificate is made up of 2 parts, one of them being core subjects which includes the Basque language, this part makes up 60% of what is required for university entry.
The writer will be discussing some of the benefits and challenges of implementing the Basque model into English medium schools in order to teach the Welsh language and the changes that would need to be made in order for this to be successful. 
One of the main benefits that the writer believes would be seen is an increase of the number of Welsh speakers in Wales. According to research by the Welsh Government (2015) 23% of people living in Wales can speak Welsh however only 11% of these people believe they can speak Welsh fluently compared to 33.9% of the Basque population using the Basque language everyday (UWTSD 2018). These findings show that there is a significantly higher percentage of the use of Basque language used in Basque compared to the use of Welsh language in Wales. 
Currently the way Welsh is being taught within English medium schools has similarities to the A model of the Basque approach to teaching, with a limited amount of time being spent on teaching of the Welsh language. Whilst Welsh language is a compulsory subject, during personal experiences on Professional Teaching Practice the writer has seen a very limited amount of Welsh being taught, mainly incidental Welsh and the use of incidental Welsh such as Welsh commands. Whilst this will teach children some of the basics it will not teach a significant amount of Welsh Language skills in order for them to transfer them into everyday life such as holding a conversation. In an article by the BBC (2017) Caroline Jones states that although Welsh language has been a compulsory subject since 1999 the number of Welsh speakers was falling. 
The B model school approach would give more opportunities to develop the Welsh language with Welsh still being taught as a subject and introducing other areas of the curriculum being taught through the medium of Welsh. This will allow the children to benefit from learning Welsh for different purposes, giving them the knowledge to transfer their Welsh language skills to everyday life. Donaldson (2015) supports this by encouraging cross-curricular areas of learning with Welsh language and culture being of a key factor, he believes that Welsh should be taught as a living language. If Wales were to follow this model of teaching children will benefit from learning the Welsh language through a wide range of different experiences. 
In order for the D model school approach to be successful in Wales the writer believes that significant training would need to be provided to teachers to ensure that their levels of Welsh language are at a high enough standard to be able to successfully teach children the language correctly. This approach would also need to be introduced to children at a young age so that they will also have the significant skills and knowledge to be able to understand Welsh language being taught to them throughout different areas of education. By adapting this approach, it would significantly increase the number of Welsh speakers in Wales by providing children with continuous input of Welsh language throughout their education. The downside to this approach would be to children that come from non-Welsh speaking families, if all areas of the curriculum are taught through the medium of Welsh then parents of the children will not be able to help the children outside of school which will limit their education whilst not in school. The Welsh government have recognised this and set up The National Centre for Learning Welsh, a range of resources and courses to help parents learn the Welsh language in order to be able to help their children. 
Whilst there are currently many different ways of teaching languages being used within Wales, there is one approach which Wales and Basque both have in common – Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL). This approach has been adopted mainly by the D model schools in order to give the children third language fluency to children. The CLIL approach within the D model schools follow a carefully planned system where timetabling, training and classroom resources implications are all considered. These schools employ a team of educationalists in order to develop materials to support teachers across all year groups of the school with the aim of increasing language competence, this approach is something that should be adopted throughout the school rather than class or phase specific in order to see the advantages. The writer believes that by following in the footsteps of the D model school and incorporating the CLIL approach throughout education will benefit the children massively with their use of Welsh language by giving them more real life experiences. The CLIL approach is not only focused on languages it introduces languages through subject contents. This supports the theory of scaffolding which is based upon Vygotsky’s Zone of Proximal Development by building upon knowledge that the students already have by receiving guidance from the teacher.
One of the main challenges that teachers in English medium schools will face in adopting the Basque model approach is their personal standards of Welsh language. Haggett (2013) found that only 57.2% of newly qualified teachers in Wales were able to teach Welsh as a second language. According to Careers Wales (date unknown) to train as a teacher in Wales you only need to have obtained a GCSE in English and not Welsh to meet the requirements to study at University, this means that teachers can qualify to teach in Wales without any Welsh language knowledge however they are expected to teach Welsh to children. Without the required knowledge teachers will lack confidence in teaching Welsh language, Estyn (2018) findings supports this view and also believe that there are not enough opportunities for teachers to improve their Welsh language skills. Carmarthenshire County Council have developed a Welsh in Education Strategic plan for 2017-2020 which was finalised in January 2018. This plan is to ensure all children in Carmarthenshire will have the opportunity to be bilingual when they leave the education system, to be proud of their identity and celebrate both Welsh and English languages (Carmarthenshire County Council, 2017). This strategic plan will help to develop teacher’s knowledge of Welsh language and their confidence in using it, one of its objectives is to develop training programmes which will allow the school workforce to gain competency and confidence to teach children through the medium of Welsh. 
In conclusion to what has been discussed within this assignment the writer believes that some aspects of the Basque model would be beneficial to teaching Welsh within English medium schools in Wales, however strategies would need to be put in place in order to support the teachers in delivering the required content. In order for the Basque model to be successful it will need to be introduced to children at an early age, possibly as soon as they begin education.  Both the A and B model would benefit how Welsh language is taught within English medium schools in Wales by giving children more opportunities to experience Welsh language in different areas of the curriculum rather than focusing on it as a separate subject. With the objectives set out in Carmarthenshire’s Welsh in Education Strategic Plan teachers will be given the training and support that will be required to deliver successful lessons. The writer also believes that there should be changes made to the set criteria of what is required to teach in Wales, all teachers in Wales should have a certain amount of Welsh knowledge especially if they are expected to teach children the language. The writer believes that for the D model to be successful schools would need to employ teachers that can speak Welsh fluently and confidently. There should also be a programme for parents to develop their Welsh language skills so that they can support the children at home which will benefit the children even further. Teaching English medium children through the medium of Welsh will also help the Welsh Government reach their target of one million Welsh speakers by 2050.
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