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[bookmark: _Int_nv80v2Xe][bookmark: _Int_0fGNiqrZ][bookmark: _Int_wk7nqjh8][bookmark: _Int_Yz1So9Ne][bookmark: _Int_Uy94pwtp][bookmark: _Int_SNVNTpN9][bookmark: _Int_yCJGR2ld][bookmark: _Int_0CkgHaFi][bookmark: _Int_8VvhFQfi][bookmark: _Int_b68tp0nr][bookmark: _Int_kAiY8Qg4][bookmark: _Int_gofiQTnd][bookmark: _Int_PAP31sg1][bookmark: _Int_silMcpZ9]Terrorism is a term that many people think they know the concept of, however, defining the term often proves a challenge are there are many different definitions corresponding to the setting in which terrorism referred. Cooper, 2001 defines terrorism as “the intentional generation of mass fear by human beings for the purpose of securing or maintaining control over other human beings.” Whilst many people will agree that this is an accurate definition of the term, once pulled apart and applied to certain events or groups, this definition may prove to have flaws and potentially could not fit certain situations or circumstances which we would consider as terrorism. Definitions evolve and are subjected to modifications over time in order to keep up with our ever-changing society, Cooper’s 2001 definition is one of the shorter, more simplistic definitions of terrorism making it easy for everyone to understand. Terrorism is a hard concept to summarise in a sentence as short as Cooper’s which begs the question as to whether Cooper’s definition is too broad and generalised. There are no specific details as to who terrorism involves only the generalised term “human beings,” nor is there any mention of specific goals or reasons why terrorism occurs. Understandably, it is hard to describe the motives, goals, and ideologies of different terrorists' groups in one definition as there are vast differences between many of the groups and their aims. Dr. Boaz Ganor also developed a definition of terrorism; whilst it is longer than Cooper’s, Dr. Boaz Ganor goes into slightly more detail, “Terrorism will be defined simply as the deliberate use of violence against civilians for political ends. In this, terrorism differs from criminal activity. The terrorist has political goals, whether nationalistic, separatist, socioeconomic, religious—such as, for example, establishing an Islamic caliphate—or ideological—such as promoting communism, fascism, or anarchism. Terrorism is also differentiated from criminal violence by its deliberate nature—that is, its deliberate use of violence against civilians” (Dr. Boaz Ganor, 2012). This definition, unlike Cooper’s, highlights the use of violence against ‘civilians’ specifically, indicating that terrorism is not aimed at armed or military personnel but at unarmed, innocent people. In comparison to Cooper’s definition, Dr. Boaz Ganor’s definition also establishes that there is a difference between terrorism and other criminal activity so they should not be categorised or dealt with in the same way as well as stating specific goals and ideology that can potentially motivate terrorist groups. 
[bookmark: _Int_m5npWsts][bookmark: _Int_HUQIKIdi][bookmark: _Int_djgi57Bu][bookmark: _Int_FSuYi7lZ][bookmark: _Int_9ovxlKa6][bookmark: _Int_T0G2KEuX][bookmark: _Int_OblA4qsa][bookmark: _Int_QjTl0aiC][bookmark: _Int_NOmH3TnO][bookmark: _Int_uxb25IDt][bookmark: _Int_88qSoWke][bookmark: _Int_4u4VASyz]Despite the fact that terrorism is hard to define, it is important in many aspects that we have an accurate definition and clear understanding of it. From a legal point of view, a definition is important in order to correctly decipher between criminals and terrorists. Without a definition, drawing a line between criminal acts and terrorist acts would prove a challenge and we would not be able to classify nor punish accordingly. The Terrorism Act 2000 defines terrorism as “the use or threat of one or more of the following actions, and where they are designed to influence the government, or an international governmental organisation or to intimidate the public. The use or threat must also be for the purpose of advancing a political, religious, racial or ideological cause. The specific actions include; serious violence against a person, serious damage to a property, endangering a person's life, creating a serious risk to the health or safety of the public or a section of the public, and action designed to seriously interfere with or seriously to disrupt an electronic system” (Crown Prosecution Service, 2022). This description is an agreed definition, with set criteria used by legal officials across the United Kingdom in order to classify acts of terrorism and categorise offences accordingly. The importance of establishing the difference between criminals and terrorists is essential for trails and prosecutions. In the United Kingdom, acts of terrorism are regarded as some of the most serious types of crime which, more often than not, result in a life sentence or minimum term of 14 years (UK Government, 2021), therefore it is extremely important that there are clear objectives to follow when identifying terrorists and the nationally agreed definition of terrorism that is displayed in the Terrorism Act 2000 allows for the correct procedures take place. 
[bookmark: _Int_ZGAC2kDV][bookmark: _Int_Ums7zLCS][bookmark: _Int_FckOqyjP][bookmark: _Int_8yFITt1V][bookmark: _Int_LgdDIC8K][bookmark: _Int_TDtKgJnz][bookmark: _Int_2Rb3DTRk][bookmark: _Int_UbphqO5N][bookmark: _Int_1uDloLbQ][bookmark: _Int_l06YVfBa][bookmark: _Int_6vni50qM][bookmark: _Int_qE7qDIp3][bookmark: _Int_OH4eWXIV][bookmark: _Int_rl6OdW55][bookmark: _Int_NjFjWL1K][bookmark: _Int_57mQN5kI][bookmark: _Int_vbWORLfz][bookmark: _Int_dzWCSAHb][bookmark: _Int_JEIRMQRw][bookmark: _Int_5UHQrq0R][bookmark: _Int_TzC4H1QU][bookmark: _Int_EDI7BmfR][bookmark: _Int_I9j3kY77][bookmark: _Int_iL7tOmZB][bookmark: _Int_cuLIfnE0][bookmark: _Int_sJarqPbG][bookmark: _Int_nlpE53D4][bookmark: _Int_7AkjHtrn][bookmark: _Int_nb22kUoH][bookmark: _Int_q7MqTCZG]According to Britannica 2022, Al Qaeda is a “broad based militant Islamist organization founded by Osama bin Laden in the late 1980s.” Al Qaeda were founded to help Muslims fighting the Soviet Union in the Afghan war, but, when the Soviet Union withdrew, the focused then switched to opposing corrupt Islamic regimes and foreign presence in Islamic islands. As of March 2001, Al Qaeda were proscribed as an international terrorist group by the UK Government that were present and a threat to the United Kingdom, however their presence is global. Al Qaeda were responsible for America’s biggest ever terror attack, 9/11. The terror attack killed nearly 3,000 civilians and is one of their most notorious acts, it was significant enough to provoke the United States to start war against Al Qaeda in their founding countries. For Al Qaeda, the aim of 9/11 was not just to cause destruction in the United States, but to unleash a global media spectacle for the organisation and its militant ideological goals; They wanted the world to fear them, and it worked (Jeffrey Haynes, 2006). Since the events on September 11th, Al Qaeda and their associating groups have conducted an attack every three months, making them the most hunted terrorist group to exist, despite it being said that the war against them will likely outlive the current generation of Islamists. It is also believed that their strength does not in fact come from their global infrastructure nor the strength and number of members that they have; Their strength lays purely in its overarching and highly appealing ideology (Rohan Gunaratna, 2005). Relating back to Cooper’s 2001 definition of terrorism, Al Qaeda’s execution of 9/11 corresponds in the sense that massive fear was present in human beings as a result of actions from other human being but what was the purpose of this and was it intentional? Al Qaeda’s ideology is based on the idea that “weak and corrupt Muslim leadership is to blame for the decline of the Muslim community.” The assumption is that Western tradition has influenced Muslim leadership, weakening it, and causing astray from “the true path of Islam” (Heather S. Gregg, 2010). In summary, Al Qaeda believe that their religion is being lost and overpowered by Western goals and beliefs and have taken it upon themselves to return the Islamic faith to its origins and claim back lost territory. They believe that Muslim beliefs are being undermined in Islamic countries and are being corrupted by Western traditions, mainly the United States. Bin Laden, the leader of Al Qaeda, has, on multiple occasions, suggested that it is their duty to remove Americans from Muslim countries and even went so far to say that “fighting U.S. troops and civilians is fard ayn, an individual obligation of all Muslims” (Heather S. Gregg, 2010), meaning that it is requirement for Muslims to kill Americans and their allies whether the victims are military or civilians, and no matter where they are in the world. Furthermore, Al Qaeda as a group do fit with Cooper’s 2001 definition of terrorism as they are human beings intentionally generating massive fear for the purpose of securing and maintaining control over other human beings. Al Qaeda use force and violence against innocent people across the world to secure and maintain their faith and beliefs and restore to Muslim faith. Their presence causes global fear, and they are seen as one of the biggest threats to global security today. Cooper’s 2010 definition is an accurate description in this instance. 
[bookmark: _Int_REcCT5Pw][bookmark: _Int_XBHvMYpz][bookmark: _Int_M2nIG6II][bookmark: _Int_uTtUYBNq][bookmark: _Int_UNDb5Zb8][bookmark: _Int_pxxR4CPV][bookmark: _Int_QoC202wv][bookmark: _Int_EZM1QWv3][bookmark: _Int_PbKQZTbG][bookmark: _Int_PiHC8dvU][bookmark: _Int_l9zBiVDf][bookmark: _Int_spekNft6][bookmark: _Int_EJy9S67Z]Despite the definition produced by Cooper in 2001 being an accurate description in the case of Al Qaeda, there are many other groups across the globe with different ideologies that are still classed as terrorists; The Irish Republican Army being one of these so-called terrorist groups. The Irish Republican Army or IRA was established in 1919 to stop British ruling in Northern Ireland. They used some means of force and fought for independence and a reunified republic, much like, but independent of, the Irish National Party. They are a proscribed group linked to Northern Ireland related terrorism (UK Government, 2022). In 1969, the IRA split into two fractions, Officials and Provisionals. Officials strived for independence through peaceful means, whereas the Provisionals used violent tactics, resulting in almost 1,800 deaths – more than 600 of which being civilians (History.com Editors, 2021). The PIRA carried out a series of bombings, assassinations, and other violent attacks in what they called the “Long war.” This was not enough for them however, so they expanded their terror to British mainland and eventually Europe. One of their most notorious attacks was the Omagh bombing in County Tyrone in 1998. The attack killed 29 people and is the deadliest single bombing in the history of the conflict in Northern Ireland (Britannica, 2022). Now, in comparison to Cooper’s definition, the IRA, at first, fit the description of terrorism as they are generating mass fear in order to secure and maintain control over Northern Ireland, with the use of force. Despite this, it can be said that some of their acts were not meant to instil fear in the public but to just prove a point. An example of this was the 1981 hunger strike. The hunger strike was the result of a five-year protest by Irish Republican prisoners after the removal of special category status for political prisoners in 1976, with the aim of reimbursing the status. The protest started on March 1st, 1981, when Bobby Sands, the leader of the PIRA, refused food. Eventually, 22 other men joined him in the protest. As a result, 10 of the men, including Bobby Sands died before the protest came to an end on October 3rd, 1981. The end of the hunger strike was deemed as a win for the UK’s prime minister, Margaret Thatcher, and a loss for the PIRA, however the movement boosted recruitment and support for the PIRA (Primary Memory Archive, 2022). Moreover, it can be argued that it was not the intention of the Irish Republican Army to harm as many civilians as they did to instil mass fear in the public but to simply prove their points and kick-start political movements. Despite this argument, Cooper’s 2001 definition of terrorism does not mention the use of violence and nevertheless, the IRA did generate mass fear for other human beings and therefore Cooper’s definition does describe the group, predominantly the PIRA who boasted the violent attacks and not so much the OIRA who opted for the route of peaceful protests.
[bookmark: _Int_53VwmVOH][bookmark: _Int_zmduUVVM][bookmark: _Int_LwLP30lL][bookmark: _Int_2pCi6YyS][bookmark: _Int_jcv0Et8D][bookmark: _Int_47uG6gh9][bookmark: _Int_8bQV5uHa][bookmark: _Int_BMzN0U6R]Many experts and officials, Dr. Boaz Ganor being one, mention in their definitions that terrorism involves the deliberate target of civilians, however Cooper’s definitions does not mention civilians in particular but uses the over-arching term ‘human beings’ which could be seen as controversial by some. As previously mentioned, Cooper’s definition is a lot shorter and simpler than many others, making it easier for everyone to understand and giving a good idea as to what terrorism could be. The definition Cooper produced fits both groups looked at, however it may not be suitable for every scenario possible and therefore is better used as a base concept to be expanded on rather than an official definition itself. There are thousands of definitions and ideas of what terrorism is, but the world of terror is constantly evolving and therefore it is impossible to have one singular set definition of what terrorism is. Definitions must evolve with the terrorism to keep up with developments made and despite Cooper’s definition being from 2001, it may be considered outdated by some. Everyone has their own opinions and views as to what terrorism is and not everyone will agree with them views, however, definitions from officials provide us with a good ground knowledge as to what is classed as terrorism compared to other crimes. Terrorism across the globe is inevitable, never ending, and a constant threat and we must constantly adapt and evolve with it for the sake of understand it.
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