Tasks on Corbière, Les Amours jaunes
Listen to the lecture, follow the links on Tristan Corbière, read these two poems and come prepared to discuss the questions. 

Evil Landscape (Paysage Mauvais)

Sands of ancient bones – the moaning tide
Of death-knells; breaking sound on sound, the light
Of pallid marshes where the moon will glide
Devouring great worms, passing through the night.

– Calm amidst the plague where the fever
Simmers...the will o the wisp, accursed, lingers.
– Putrid grass where the hare’s, forever,
 A cowardly sorceress who slips your fingers...

The pale Washerwoman spreads around
The dead’s dirty linen, on the ground,
In the sunset of the wolves... – The toads,

Little songsters, and wholly melancholy,
Poisoning, with the colic in their belly,
The fungi, their stools, chant their odes.

(Marais de Guérande – April)

Still Life (Nature Morte)

A funereal Angelus, of cuckoos no less,
All in a moment, in the early darkness,  
Takes the old cuckoo-clock by surprise,
Likewise, the barn-owl, sentinel by night,

In its stuffed carcase, in the candlelight,
That flames out, bright, across its eyes.
– Listen to the owl, now, holding its breath...
A creaking of wood: as the barrow of Death

Down the curving road will follow...
While, in its joyous flight, the crow
Rounds the roof, that will show
The departed, off tomorrow.
(Brittany – April)

More poems are available in translation here:
https://www.poetryintranslation.com/PITBR/French/CorbiereSelectedPoems.php#anchor_Toc39568545 
What kind of portrayal of Brittany is this?

Is this typical of Jaundiced or Yellow Loves/ Les Amours jaunes?

To what extent do these poems represent a departure from tradition?

What was a ‘poète maudit’? And how useful is it to classify Corbière as one?

