The Alexander Mosaic depicts an image of the Battle of Issus, fought between Alexander the Great and Darius III. The mosaic’s date of creation dates to 100 BCE, however there has been speculation as to weather or not this was a copy of an earlier mosaic created closer to the events of the battle[footnoteRef:1]. The mosaic was found in 1831 in the house of Faun in Pompeii which was said to be the nicest mansion in the city[footnoteRef:2]. This is significant as Rome added Greece too their empire in 31 BCE[footnoteRef:3], so to create or reproduce a heroic art work of a recently conquered country is not common.  [1:  Woodford, Susan. (1982) The Art of Greece and Rome. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, p. 67]  [2:  AP Art History. Alexander Mosaic from the House of the Faun, Pompeii. https://sites.google.com/site/adairarthistory/ii-ancient-mediterranean/40-alexander-mosaic-from-the-house-of-the-faun-pompeii . Published N/A. [Last accessed 25/03/2018].).]  [3:  Joshua J Mark. Antient Greece. https://www.ancient.eu/greece/ . published 13/11/2013. [Last accessed 25/03/2018].).] 

Although there is speculation over weather or not the Alexander Mosaic was a copy from an earlier piece, the artist of the mosaic currently hanging in the National Archaeological Museum Naples is not known. However, it is believed that the original mosaic was created by Philoxenos of Eretrea in the 4th century BCE[footnoteRef:4]. It can be argued that it was created not for Alexander but for Cassander of Macedonia[footnoteRef:5]. This is important because there was a large power struggle and unrest in the empire Alexander built after his death. Creating impressive art works such as this would be a way of trying to promote a claim to the empire or at least part of it, such as Ptolemy in possession of Alexander’s body. In regard to the mosaic found in Pompeii however, as this was found in the most luxurious mansion in the city, it would suggest that it was a private piece of art work that the owners would show to guests. The mosaic might have been recreated because Alexander the Great shared characteristics with Rome, such as military excellence and a view of capturing the known world. But with the mosaic being in Pompeii it would suggest another motive, perhaps suggesting that Rome had captured Alexander the Great, further displaying Rome’s dominance. [4:  History of Western Art and Music. Philoxenos of Eretrea, Battle of Issus. https://historyofwesternartblog.wordpress.com/2015/10/18/philoxenos-of-eretria-battle-of-issus/ . published 18/10/2015. [Last accessed 26/03/2018].).]  [5:  The Alexander Mosaic. Battle of Issus
Alexander the Great defeats Darius . https://www.astro.rug.nl/~weygaert/alexandermosaic.html . Published N/A. [Last accessed 26/03/2018].).] 

The mosaic shows Alexander the Great delivering the killing blow to the Persian army. The mosaic depicts the Persians as panicking and breaking from the battle, this is portrayed through Darius III desperately redirecting his troops along with their concerned faces. In contrast Alexander is shown to be confident and brave. However without recorded written texts describing the events and characters in the mosaic it would not be possible to identify what battle is being fought or when exactly, it would be possible to identify the different races though visual iconography such as through headdress. But without written documents accounting for the mosaic or other pictorial works, identifying exactly who Alexander and Darius III are would not be possible. The mosaic does not show how Alexander gained the upper hand in the battle, there is a suggestion that the Persians had a larger army due to them taking up more space on the mosaic. But with the lack of explanation as to how Alexander won with a smaller army and why the Persians look so concerned, one could be lead to believe that the Persians were not particularly skilled in the art of war. 
The mosaic is generally reliable. The mosaic is a depiction of the Battle of Issus which Alexander the Great won[footnoteRef:6]. It is likely that Alexander would have been in the thick of the fighting as he often lead his companion cavalry into battle. And it is likely that under the circumstances of defeat that the Persian army would be at breaking point and their organisation would be dwindling. [6:  Hornblower Simon. (2011). The Greek World479 – 323BC. New York USA. Methuen and Co. Ltd. P. 69] 

The mosaic is the only primary source visual account of the battle, however there are various written texts documenting the events of the battle which mostly reflect what the mosaic is showing. However the mosaic does not show the Pinarus river which caused difficulty for Alexander to overcome[footnoteRef:7]. The mosaic is unique in regards to it is the only mosaic depicting Alexander fighting, there are other various mosaics of Alexander but even they are in short supply. It shows that the artists wanted to create imagery as well as written documents, perhaps as a means of further glorifying Alexander’s image. The mosaic also tells spectators what sort of clothing and colours were used and worn by people, that written documents may miss out. This was a problem with the records of the diekplous, it is known to be a naval tactic but how it unfolds is a mystery as it was not explained. The mosaic shows what people on both sides looked like and what they wore when written documents may not describe those details. The mosaic does also tell spectators that the artists had romanticised ideas about the battle, particularly about how close the leaders of the two empires came in the battle, they appear almost face to face, whereas there is no written document confirming this and considering how significant this opportunity could have been its likely it would have been recorded.  [7:  Arrian. (1979) The Campaigns of Alexander. England. Penguin books Ltd, p 115-121.] 
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