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AIM(S)
· To inform students of the main themes and aspects of Medieval Britain between 1042 and 1399.
· To enable students to understand and evaluate various developments in Medieval Britain over a broad chronological period.
· To enable students to understand and apply concepts of change and continuity, similarity and difference to aspects of Medieval British History between 1042 and 1399. 
LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of this module students should be able to:  
· demonstrate a broad knowledge and understanding of Medieval British History from Edward the Confessor to Richard II;
· demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of political and economic change and continuity in Britain from the reign of Edward the Confessor to Richard II;
· demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of the dramatic social and cultural changes and developments that took place in Britain between 1042 and 1399;  
· demonstrate a critical understanding of the relevant historiographical arguments and debates underpinning our interpretation of this period in  British  history;  
CONTENT
The module examines a period of 350 years in which Britain (primarily England and Wales) was brought, through conquest, politics and social change from the accession of Edward the Confessor to the reign and deposition of Richard II. William the Conqueror’s victory at the Battle of Hastings was the prelude to the settlement of a foreign ruling elite in Britain. The impact of the Norman colonization has been a matter of controversy since the seventeenth century, and the debate, though no longer conducted in the same terms, is not over. We ask, therefore: after 1066 did Anglo-Saxon institutions merely continues under new leadership, or did the Conquest mark a fundamental break in their development? Certainly the Conquest established close ties between England and Normandy which were to influence not only the development of government in Britain in the late 11th and 12th century but also Anglo-French relations throughout the Middle Ages. These relations were given a further twist by England’s absorption, after 1154, into a continental empire that stretched to the Pyrenees. The ambiguous position of an English monarch who was also a Norman duke and a vassal of the French king was a problem which dominated Anglo-French relations right to 1215 and beyond. Moreover, during the thirteenth century Britain was affected by rebellion, the development of government and trade, and the impact of foreign wars. The emphasis on this module is on the political, social and constitutional development of Medieval Britain, and its main objectives are to analyze the forces which influenced and transformed it.
ASSESSMENT
Course work	(50%)
One written assignment of 2500 words 
Examination 	50%
One two hour Examination 
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