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‘A Critical Comparison of Two Secondary Sources´
This essay critically compares and contrasts two papers. The two papers chosen are Brink, T. L. 1978. ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion,  Astrology, Reincarnation.’
 and Blain, J. 2000. ‘Speaking Shamanistically: Seidr, Academia and Rationality’. In DISKUS Volume  6 (2000)
.

Starting by introducing the authors, T.L. Brink is a social scientist and author of twenty books, two dozen encyclopedia articles, and hundreds of journal articles, reviews and conference presentations.
 His main topics of interest include clinical assessments, mental health disorders, qualitative research methods and religious phenomena. Jenny Blain, according to her linkedin profile,
  is retired from being a Senior Lecturer in Sociology, with specialism in teaching research methodologies and epistemologies. She is specialized in Social theory, social research, Sociology, Social Anthropology, discourse analysis, epistemology, academic writing, creative writing, family history, ethnographic writing, social history and how this impacts on people today.
Through the following pages, this work aims to investigate the two articles above in respect to their research process, including the Context of the articles, Type of research, Methodology, Language and Theory, Ethics and Conclusion. 
Context of the articles

Brink´s research article explored, as per its title Inconsistency of belief among Roman Catholic Girls, concerning Religion, Astrology and Reincarnation. His subjects were 227 junior and senior students at a Catholic girls high school, living on Chicago´s northwest side. The survey process was conducted in 1976 and the article written in 1978. The second work, Blain´s article, written in the year 2000, talked about a shamanistic practice known as Seidr, described in the Iceland sagas, which is being reconstructed within North America and Europe.
 She described two people experiences of performance of Seidr. Blain´s aim with her article was to reflect not only on what insiders do, but also on academia and its practices and discourses
, questioning current moves towards an intuitive/experimental anthropology
. She worked to understand in depth the experience, instead of proving a measured point, in line with the qualitative research approach chosen by the author, contrasting with Brink´s quantitative one, as we shall see in more detail. 
We are going to explore the different nuances of the two articles, as the authors placed themselves in very difference positions to convey their messages. 

Type of Research

There are two dominant schools of thoughts within research processes: the positivist and the interpretative. As pointed out by Hennink, Hutter and Bailey, ´positivism paradigm is often seen as the scientific approach to research´, forming the foundation for the natural sciences for experimental research and quantitative studies.
 As per the authors: 

in positivism there is an emphasis on objective measurement of social issues, 

where it is assumed that reality consists of facts and that researchers can observe and 
measure reality in an objective way with no influence of the 

researcher on the process of data collection. 

Brink adopted a positivist paradigm to his research. According to Allen Lee, the positivism approach puts into practice a view of science that has its origin in a school of thought within the philosophy of science known as “logical positivism”, which maintains that the methods of natural science constitute the only legitimate method for use in social science.
 Brink started his article with a Hypothesis, ‘Simultaneous belief in Roman Catholic doctrine, astrology, and reincarnation is logically incompatible´
, which is another positivist indication, given that it adopts the epistemological approach, whereby researchers formulate a hypothesis from theoretical concepts or statistics models.
 The research aimed to validate a preexistent idea of the matter in question, instead of investigating the meaning and belief of the subjects. The word “logically” within Brink´s hypothesis may indicate the author started the process biased with his certainties, lacking space for curiosity and openness to look and investigate the underneath belief of the subjects. He emphasized a deductive approach, as explained by Johnson and Onwuegbuzie, a method that concentrates in testing theories and hypotheses. 
 
Blain´s article, on the other extreme of the research methods, adopted a qualitative or interpretative approach. According to Hennik, Hutter and Bailey, the objective in a qualitative research is ´to gain contextualized understanding of behaviors, beliefs, motivation. 
  She made use of Induction (discovery of patterns) and also abduction (uncovering and relying on the best of a set of explanations for understanding one´s results). Johnson and Onwuegbuzie cited Waals´ definition of those terms placed into brackets
 . Positivism is criticized for its assumptions about objective measurement which separates the researcher from the researched. 
 Blain did not believe that. She acknowledged her own position within the context, what in research is called “Reflexivity”. According to Hufford, ´reflexivity is a metaphor from grammar indicating a relationship of identity between subject and object, including the actor (observer, scholar) in the account. 
 Blain right at the start used Reflexivity to explain where she was coming from:

 
My knowledge of seidr results from personal experience perceived/interpreted 


within the discourse of seidhworkers, and dialogues with these ‘others´.


Blain adopted an emic perspective, one which provides information on the insider´s point of view, insider´s perceptions, beliefs and meaning system
. She wanted to explore the benefits of ´going native´
 on the researched experience, while Brink had an etic approach, an outsider look, and did not mention directly where he was coming from. There were, however, his underneath voice showing his pre-determined views on the matter being studied, for example:


The body of Catholic doctrine presumes both the omnipotence of God and the 


free will of man, which is inconsistent with the fate being determined by 
the stars. Likewise, the Catholic conception of the hereafter leaves no room 
for a return to life in the flesh.
 

Brink seemed to have considered that the fact that the school was Catholic was the single measurement of the girls´ belief.


There is a “third wave” in research, observed by Johnson and Onwuegbuzie, which aims to combine quantitative and qualitative perspectives. The authors advocate that the two can be complementary, instead of opposing each other 
. One can ask what would the researches look like if Brink had asked some qualitative questions, ‘and if Blain had shown some practical data regarding the Seidr experience.
Methodology

  In research, one can adopt different methods to pursue the study, such as surveys, interviews, observation, participation.
 Blain, with a qualitative view, felt the need to participate, `studying Seidr means more than observing it as an outsider´, she stated. 
 She adopted an ethnographic approach in her study, which according to Lee, allows ´an interpretation of the behavior of human subjects in their local settings´
 . Lee also pointed out that anthropologists using ethography seek to understand the meanings that the local behavior signify to the human subjects (natives) themselves. In the case of Seidr experience, Blain was interested in understanding in depth the subtlety of the phenomena. As she put it, her subjects liked to live between worlds, the everyday life and the shamanic world. It required a deeper understanding of the experience in the eyes of the subjects, not the observer. In phenomenological sociology, this concept is called Verstehen.
  She guided the reader through the experience of this shamanistic practice, which involves a change of consciousness, often seen by academia, in Blain´s view, as an ´exotic ritual´.
 In line with Blain´s ideas, Hufford stated ‘all knowing is subjective, that is, knowing is an experience that is had by someone´. 


Brink made use of questionnaires given to the students during class time and did not explain how he designed it, using leading questions, such as ´I would go to mass even if my parents did not make me go´ or ´I would like to get married by a priest´
 , assuming in this last example that all the girls wanted to get married. Although it was the paradigm of the time, still leads the subjects to marriage one way of another.  Out of the 14 statements that he used for subjects to express agreement, twelve were religion related, being the other two ´I believe in Astrology´ and ´I believe in reincarnation´. 
, emphasizing the religious aspect of the belief. Even doing so, he did not confirm his hypothesis. 

The contrasts between those two articles opens up to the questioning of methods and the use of multiple ones. Johnson and Onwuegbuzie  shared that, ´mixing methods is an attempt to legitimate multiple approaches in answering research questions, being an expansive and creative form of research´. 
 A researcher can apply surveys, in-depth interviews, ethnography, among others, in the same work. 
Language and Theory

Brink was concise with a short five pages article with three subtitles. Blain used an innovative writing style, taking the risk of being confusing at first, making use of storytelling to connect with the reader, when she uses the ´Dance for a wedding´
 event to start sharing her subjects´ stories. Brink poses objectively definite statements, not considering other points of view, such as ´Astrology´s fatalism is based upon blind impersonal forces´
, disregarding other schools of astrology which debate about fate and free will. 
 Blain, on the other hand, made use of a symbolic language style by using one situation as a metaphor to imply deeper reflection. For instance, when she mentioned to have checked both ´business´ and ´pleasure´ at the customs desk. 
 One can infer that she is playing with the multiple sides of a given situation, looking at one experience (the trip) as both business and pleasure, the same way she stated that one of the subjects liked to ´live between worlds´ (everyday life and shamanic life), calling attention to possible different perspectives, including in academia, where people also range between rationalism and spirituality. 
 She invites the reader to expand ideas by doing so. The overall writing styles were in extremes again. Brink´s was short and distant, Blain was maybe unfocused at the beginning, although she made her point of discussing the phenomena and calling attention to the academia´s closeness to intuitive experiences.

Regarding the theory provided, both included reference to their own previous work, especially Blain, who mentioned five of her previous works, but also expended to other works about Shamanism and ethnography
. Brink mentioned two previous work of his own which added to the article´s content regarding Adolescent development and religious education. According to Hennink, Hutter and Bailey, basing the research on robust theory is a way to embed the work in a wider scientific literature, helps to define research question and also to justify the importance of the research, besides informing the researcher about possible data that can be collected.
 Brink  seemed to also have included some references as a way to justify his surprise of not validating his hypothesis, such as the work of Freud on the civilization´s attempts to deny the meaning of death
 (using astrology and reincarnation to cope with it), and also the work of Wuthnow relating Astrology and marginality.
 

Ethics
Ethics in research ´must follow institutional review board to determine whether the study will be conducted ethically´, as per explained by Hennink, Hutter and Bailey.
  According to the authors, there are important ethical guidelines, such as Informed consent (individuals should receive complete information about the research and make a voluntary decision to participate); Self-determination (Individuals have the right to determine their own participation, including the right to refuse participation); Minimization of harm (researchers should not do any harm to participants or them at risk); Anonymity (researchers should protect the identity of participants at all times); and Confidentiality (researchers should ensure that all data records are kept securely at all times).


Brink´s article has a few topics worth highlighting in terms of ethics. The research was conducted within a Catholic school, a place subject to hierarchy, during a required class
 , which implies a possible intimidation of the participants in face of the power structure. The author did not mention how the research was explained to the students (informed consent), nor if they were offered any chance at all of refusing to participate (self-determination) or decline any answer. In Blain´s case, it was not clear if she has used the participants real names of not (Anonymity). It seems that she was able to develop the necessary trust in order to participate in the rituals and gather subject´s experiences
 .
Overall Conclusion of the articles
The conclusions of the articles followed their methodology´s choice. Brink´s conclusion was mixed with the discussion. He was direct in saying that the ´hypothesis was not confirmed´ and that the ‘survey raises more questions than it answers´.
 It is not clear the reason behind the research nor which benefit it can grant to the field or society. Blain´s conclusion sounded as an outburst of the heaviness she feels with the challenge of explaining and publishing about Seidr to the academia. In her words, ´critical awareness and reflexivity are constructed in the intersections of the worlds…in the embarrassment I feel when dealing with those who will accept only rationality… feelings of doubt about the ability to publish without sacrificing a career´
.  Hufford points out that each of us has a personal voice, but for research purposes we choose to speak instead with our scholarly voice.
 Blain seemed to care to contribute with her research as it if it was a possible path for a new kind of anthropology, one that, as alerted by Hufford, ´must learn to tolerate uncertainty and ambiguity´.
 

Overall, Blain showed how profoundly her research process has changed her views personally and professionally, which did not seem to have happened to Brink. He  appeared to (although surprised with his results) have ended the research with his point of view unchanged, for example, when he says that future research should try to ascertain on the topic of doubt in religious dogma among students. It seemed as he was looking for excuses to justify the results. 
Conclusion 


The two articles contrasted in many ways, such as research paradigm, methodology, writing styles, research objectives. Brinks chose a quantitative approach, even though he wanted to investigate belief. Blain´s explored “going native”, both to understand the Seidr experience and also to question the academia position towards intuitive experiences. It was not clear how Brink would contribute further with his research to people and society. Blain wanted to expand academia´s perspectives on the research of intuitive experiences. She placed the shaman almost as an avatar of someone able to navigate between worlds, the same way she wishes the academia world could. Those exact contrasts were a good way to reflect about the importance and richness of combining different methodologies. 
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