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Over the years there have been important developments in legislation and policy relating to inclusion and parental involvement.  This essay will look at how inclusion into mainstream has evolved and the impact that parental involvement can have on a child’s learning. 
From birth children need support for their cognitive, physical, health and social, emotional development, this support starts from the family or caregiver.  Within this essay I will  refer to parents but this includes anyone that has sole care of the upbringing and responsibility of the child.  
Making parents feel welcome and valued in schools, and encouraging their involvement and interest in their child’s learning is required by law, but also proving to be an essential link to a child’s academic development.       “Parental engagement in children’s learning makes a difference – it is the most powerful school improvement lever we have” (Goodall & Harris, 2007) this emphasizes the importance of a child receiving  joint support from school and their home life, it has a significant impact on a child’s education, development and growth.  Parents and schools having a positive relationship with each other can promote good values for the child towards education,  providing a stable relationship so the child’s progress can be effective with support.  However there are many challenges and barriers facing both schools and families.  
The writer will look at illiterate parents and the effects it can have on children, along with how parents can be stereotyped through poverty which is capability deprivation, and how parental involvement differs through transition.  Giving parents access to their child’s education can empower them to become involved, change their views and develop the human capability model, valuing their rights, choices and well-being.  This is achieved through school events, consultation evenings, being involved in their child’s homework and giving them opportunities, time and space to study at home. 

Schools today have a particular emphasis on inclusion, ensuring that all children are given the best opportunities to thrive both academically and socially in a mainstream school. This has changed significantly over the years where children were excluded from school due to their disabilities. Back in the 1890’s, was when special schools were established for deaf and blind children then leading onto physically impaired children.  In 1944 after the Butler Act educational provision children with disabilities were still very segregated.  It was not until 1978 when the Warnock report was brought out and it was recognised that many children who had been placed in special schools could in fact be educated in an inclusive mainstream school.  With the National Curriculum being introduced in 1988, which allowed all children to follow and become involved in all the activities regardless of their learning need.  In the Special Educational Needs and Disability Act in 2001 this put children into three levels based on which support they needed, with School Action, School Action Plus and  Statements. Where extra support has to be given, work differentiated and also parents and outside agencies becoming involved with the child’s education.  “Parents hold key information and have a critical role to play in their child’s education.  It is therefore essential that all professionals seek to work with parents”.  (Special Educational Needs code of practice for Wales 2004) has a whole chapter on working in partnership with parents recognising their responsibility to become an active role in their child’s education. 
When parents show an interest in their child’s learning, it demonstrates that education is valued and they want the best for their child and strong foundations can be built.  This allows the child to have a positive attitude towards education. In an experiment carried out by the National Child Development Study (NCDS)  they used a group of children who were supported with their reading at home to parents who gave no support, it was confirmed from their study that parental support had a positive affect on a child’s reading attainment.  
Throughout a child’s life they have two main educators, this is their teachers and parents.  Parents have a key influence from birth and remains throughout their childhood and into adulthood.  Looking at Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, he identified that from the basic needs being met with physical and emotional well-being, the child can be motivated to meet the higher needs and personal development can be achieved.
Parental involvement involves parents helping their child with their homework, parents evenings, consultations, parent teacher association events and any information on the child that needs to be shared with good or bad outcomes with school-home communication.  The engagement should be sensitive to the situations of the families aiming to allow them in contribute in their child’s education.
In 1989 The Children Act was introduced where it stated that “parental responsibility is all the rights, duties, powers, responsibilities and authority which by law a parent of a child has in relation to a child and his property. This gives anyone who is legally caring for the child the rights to the child’s welfare”.   From this parents have the power to make decisions that affect their child’s upbringing, entitled to information and be informed about their child with reports, meetings etc having an involvement in their child’s education.  This is also empowered in the Department for Education 2010 white paper supports the need for parents to become involved in education forming a good home/school learning environment, backing this the green paper Every Child Matters, (2003) states “that parenting appears to be the most important factor associated with educational attainment at age 10, which in turn is strongly associated with achievement later in life. Parental involvement in education seems to be a more important influence than poverty, school environment and the influence of peers”.  This proves that the earlier parental involvement can be established the groundings are formed for everyone involved.
The Office for Standards in Education (Ofsted) led visits in 47 schools in 2009/2010 from this they evaluated the effectiveness of parent/school partnership.   From research it was noted that parents in primary schools has more interaction with the school about their child’s education than in secondary schools, where they become less involved with little understanding of their child’s education but why is this?  One reason being is that in primary schools,  children are taken and collected by parents with daily contact with teachers whereas in secondary school, many children travel independently by walking to school or by bus.  The only contact made is through letters, parents evenings twice a year and yearly reports.  If parents miss out on these then no communication is made.   If parents become involved in school life from the beginning of their child’s education then this should continue through the transition into secondary school, even if the communication with the school may become less, the support and attitude towards learning will continue.  Schools need to be more aware that transition can not only affect the child but also the parent, who may become isolated when facing a new educational environment. 
Although there are many advantages of parent involvement with parents gaining a strong relationship with the school working alongside teachers to ensure the needs of their children are met.  However it cannot always be easy for parents to become involved and support their child in their education.  Schools and individual teachers need to take into account different families backgrounds and circumstances.  Some parents find it hard to find time to attend parent meetings for work or childcare reasons, or not confident to attend, due to them not enjoying school or having little formal education themselves. There can also be communication barriers with different languages or the parent being illiterate.  From this they may be unable to access information or unwilling to do so.
It is in the child’s and schools best interest to involve parents and identify interventions for parents who may not significantly be involved in their child’s learning.  There has been much research to confirm the engagement of parent/schools working in partnership and how it supports the child’s learning and treating all families equally. Schools should be introducing a whole school approach to offer support activities with the goal being to improve the child’s learning and well-being. “Building home–school links through out of hours clubs, parenting classes, extended schools and outreach work can lead to improvements in completion of homework, learning behaviours and improved attendance.” Goodall and Vorhaus (2011) This is also supported by (WG, 2016) suggesting that no families are out of reach and finding the right approach to gradually involving them in the school.

Having experience with an illiterate parent, has made the writer aware of  the importance of supporting parents.  The mum is unable to read any information that is sent home to her.  All communication is done verbally mainly face to face.  The child has a statement so there are reviews and parent feedback required,  although reports are sent out,  the teacher ensures they explain it to the parent.  Meetings are held at the end of the school day so that mum can be approached and reminded, as the mum has failed to attend review meetings that have been held in the middle of the day in the past.   The writer believes that the school is doing everything they can for the family involving them as best they can and having empathy for the family with a personal investment to the mum ensuring that information is accessible and meeting her needs.  This is meeting the Code of Practice where it is suggested to be mindful of timings when meetings are held to enable effective parent participation.
In England 16.4% of adults have very poor or no literacy skills.  Where they can understand basic text but unable to read unfamiliar texts.  Many of these adults are embarrassed and reluctant to admit their problem.  This affects their everyday living and job prospects.   From statistics children who have illiterate parents have lower academic achievement. They are seen to become from a poorer homelife with poverty again stereotyping certain families.  The child lacks early learning experiences to prepare them for school, they do not see parents modelling reading and writing, which leads onto the parent unable to support the child with homework and other school activities.  The writer agrees with (Douglas 1972) where he suggested “that children were disadvantaged not by social class, but rather by lack of parents interest” parents can be stereotyped regarding their social class, however a parent on low income and living in poverty may still support their child and show an interest in the school life.  So this proves that stereotyping parents for their commitment towards their child’s education is not always the case.  From his study he found that no matter what the social class of the child it is the parents who show an interest in their child’s education had the higher test scores.  This is backed up with the SEN code of practice (2004) where they suggest that stereotypical perceptions of parents are unhelpful and presumptions should not be made towards them.  
The National Literacy Trust ran a study in 2018, saying that children who live in environments with low literacy have a lower life expectancy than those who live in higher literacy environments. Suggesting that children living in deprived areas will eventually be financially worst off and have poorer health.  This again proves that parents becoming involved in the school and supporting their child can turn these children’s lives around, from observing their parents attitude and respect towards education, they will follow them as role models. 
Some relationships can be strained between parents and school, this could be due to typical stereotype with staff judging parents or vice versa.  They can be made to feel patronized and unwelcome.  Also a lack of understanding and miscommunication can form a barrier and some parents who may feel that their child is not learning to their full potential, who can often blame the school. The writer feels that collaboration with parents and making them aware of the importance of supporting and educating the child at home as well as the teacher is crucial.  In some cases it may be the child discouraging the contact where direct information sent to the parents can ensure that they are receiving the relevant information they need.
Teachers can gain respect for their position from involving the parents in the curriculum, child’s progress and interaction for families.  This can also work the other way with parents feeling valued by the school for their interaction with the child’s education.  The improved use of technology for communication between schools and parents via, text, email, websites and my school apps allows parents to have information sent directly to them unlike years ago when letters were sent home and resulted in parents not receiving important information.   Sharing information through rewards such as achievement certificates has a positive effect on home and school relationships.  Parents are able to notified about  their child’s strengths and weaknesses so they can be kept up to date if the child is facing any difficulties. This can allow parents to take an active role to give extra support at home and make it a joint partnership with schools in supporting the child.  This is backed with Edgar who said “the purpose of a school is to help a family educate a child”.
Parent Teacher Association events within schools can be a fun and relaxed way of involving parents and families into the school community.  Seeing teachers outside of the classroom can strengthen relationships.   Schools have to be accepting of all families and know their needs and circumstances. Many schools have an open door policy for parents so they can contact the school when they need to, but this is not always the case as teachers have limited time and lack experience to engage with parents. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion it is evident from research and experience that inclusive education and parental involvement benefits children in having a successful education and removes barriers to learning.  Schools should be welcoming families regardless of their status and offering personal contact so parents can  become familiar and comfortable with the staff and environment.  Supporting parents and working in partnership with them allows the child to have a sense of security and the needs of the child are met.  However parents still need guidance and be informed on activities for parental involvement.
From what the writer has learnt they are personally inclined to believe that parental involvement and the environment that the child is brought up in does have a  strong impact on the success of a child’s education.  More importantly the writer believes that educating parents from one generation to understand how valuable it is to  support children and encouraging them to become involved with the child’s education will not only have an influence on the child’s schooling but it will can also break the cycle of educational attainment being transmitted down generations.  Where families can be stereotyped and barriers are formed.   Also parents will begin to understand their children more and have a better rapport with them.
Illiterate parents may well be uncomfortable about their lack of literacy skills, however these parents may still have a desire for their children to achieve academically.   There is very little research on the involvement of illiterate parents but in an article Guiding illiterate parents in assisting their children Leichter (1984) quoted “it may be that children can learn to become literate on their own without formal instruction, but when experiences with literacy take place in family environments, the emotional reactions of the parents can affect the child’s progress significantly” this supports all of the research which promotes the parent involvement and how they influence their children.  These parents need a school who is caring and understanding to support them in supporting their child.  
From all of the evidence shown it is important for schools to support and co-operate with parents to include them in their child’s education and engage the children in their learning and build a positive attitude towards their education.  Schools should have successful partnerships with parents as  Burgess (no date) mentioned  “Schools that get it right build communication step by step, stage by stage, year by year – engaging families in the learning process from the very beginning”.
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