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	NAME: Cameron Dowden

	STUDENT ID No.: 2134412

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Evaluating the Impact of Resource Constraints on Police Responses to Knife Crimes: A Comparative Analysis of Firearm Usage and Alternative Tactics.
INTRODUCTION:

In the UK, over the last few years, we have seen a number of high profile knife attacks that have left members of the public dead or severely injured and have caused injuries to the police officers that respond to these incidents, such as the recent attack in Southport where the offender targeted young children attending a Taylor Swift party (BBC News, 2024). Not only do these kinds of attacks have a profound impact on the community in which the attacks take place but also an impact on the confidence the general public has in the polices ability to respond to these incidents (Dawson et al, 2023). 

Knife crime in England and Wales has shown a steady increase between the years of 2020, with 44,000 knife and sharp instrument offences, and 2023, with 50,500 offences (House of Commons Library, 2023). The increase of knife crime has led to an increased pressure on the police service to respond and combat these offences. Concurrently, assaults on police officers has been on the rise in England and Wales, in 2021 the number of assaults on officers was recorded at 37,000. The number of assaults that did not lead to injury was 25,734, an increase of 21% compared to the previous year. The number of assaults that did result in injury was 11,235, an increase of 1.2% compared to the previous year (Home Office, 2022). Although these statistics are not reflective specifically of knife attacks on officers it could indicate a growing disregard for the consequences of assaulting an officer and the willingness of an offender to assault an officer. There is the ability to gain insights into the number of knife attacks on police officers, however this would need to be collected through the freedom of information act. The issues that may arise with this data collection is that each constabulary holds their own data and would need to be contacted individually which may be impractical when taking the time constraints of this research into account. 

Although there is a significant amount of research on knife crime within the UK and its effect on communities and their confidence in the current policing model, there appears to be a significant gap in the research when specifically looking at the resourcing constraints that the police as an organisation are currently facing when responding to knife crime. 

This piece of writing seeks to identify the resource constraints currently faced by response officers and authorised firearms officers (AFOs). Evaluate what impact resourcing has on the ability to respond safely to these incidents, specifically the differences in availability of specialist training, personal protective equipment, and staffing levels between response officers and AFOs and analyse the effectiveness of firearm usage when compared to alternative tactics such as taser and incapacitant spray.

By researching the above lines of enquiry, this dissertation will attempt to determine whether or not the access to firearms for response officers would improve the ability for the police to respond to knife crime in a safe and effective way.

This topic is worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation due to the recent high profile knife attacks that have taken place across the UK. These types of attacks have increased in frequency, and the response of the police to these types of crime have been called into question by the general public (Skarlatidou et al, 2023).

In order to shed light on this topic, a mixed method approach will be used. Firstly, an in-depth understanding of previous literature on the topic. Secondly, a mix-method survey consisting of qualitative and quantitative lines of enquiry. This survey will seek to understand from police officers their experiences and professional opinions on the current constraints they face in the context of the availability of specialist training and equipment specifically tailored to aid in the response to knife crime.









	
SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 


The research objectives I want to achieve are as follows:

1. Identify the resource constraints currently faced by response officers and AFOs specifically training, equipment and staffing levels.
2. Evaluate the impact of these resource constraints on each department’s response to knife crime. 
3. Analyse the effectiveness of gun usage when compared to alternative tactics.
4. Determine whether or not the use of firearms for response officers will improve the response to knife crime.

In order to achieve these aims I will first create a survey aimed at response officers and AFOs, the survey will be created to determine what resource constraints each department currently faces and to establish the current opinion of these officers in relation to their ability to target knife crime.

I will then be using the results of this survey combined with existing research on the topic to then evaluate the impact that these constraints have on responses to knife crime.

Using the previous evaluation, I will analyse the differences when responding to knife crimes with the capacity to utilise firearms compared to utilising alternative tactics. 

Finally, using the evidence gained from the previous points I will attempt to determine whether or not response officers would benefit from the use of firearms when responding to knife crime.





	LITERATURE REVIEW:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans.
Understand the current state of existing research
You can demonstrate the gap and the need for the research
Gives credits to those who have laid the groundwork for your research
Demonstrates your knowledge of the research problem

Literature Review is ongoing and will be submitted by the hand in date (04/11/2024)

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

The primary research method I will use will be cumulative data collection via a targeted survey with questions specific to that of responding to knife crime, the confidence officers have in their police issued personal protective equipment, and whether these officers feel that the routine arming of frontline police officers would affect a positive or negative change when policing knife crime. I will be utilising this research method as I feel that cumulative data collection from a large sample will highlight the general feeling of frontline police officers in comparison to qualitative data collection from a smaller sample. Utilising cumulative data collection will also mitigate any time constraints that may be encountered when using in depth interviews that would be included in qualitative data collection. 




	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The target sample for this research will be made up exclusively of serving frontline police officers. Specifically, response officers and specialised firearms officers both of which frequently respond to incidents and where knives have been used in the commission of an offence. I will be utilising a survey in order to gather a large sample in order to determine the current feeling of frontline officers and their response to knife crime. 

I feel that this sample is best for my research as it combines the opinions of unarmed officers and armed officers. These samples can then be compared to determine whether the impact of resource constraints has an effect on police responses to knife crime and whether or not these effects are impacted by the routine arming of police officers.






	ETHICAL ISSUES:

As highlighted by the ethics form, there is no highlighted ethical issues in relation to this research. 

Although no risk to participants has been identified in relation to this research, if any participants experience a trauma response to any of the questions in the survey, they will be directed to request a TRiM meeting (Traumatic Risk Management) from their line manager as per Gwent Police force policy. 


	TIME SCALE:
Standard practice to consider each stage of your research work that you will undertake. 
16/09/2024 – 23/09/2024 (Create survey)
24/09/2024 – 22/10/2024 (Disseminate survey) Responses will be reviewed once per week during this time to afford the opportunity to seek responses from less well represented participants, for example gender bias.
23/10/2024 – 30/10/2024 (Analyse data collected)
16/09/2024 – 04/11/2024 (Complete and submit literature review)
05/11/2024 – 16/12/2024 (Complete and submit research methodology and planning)
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