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1. Working as a Group
Overall, I feel that our group worked well in decision making and pulling individual work to create a mock trial that flowed well.  Throughout the process we made decisions, without disagreement. We did this by ensuring that everybody who had an opinion on a matter, discussed it with the group to produce an outcome.  We worked effectively as a group, by having whole group discussion, working in pairs and sharing individual research with one another. 
2. Improvements
At our first meeting, Shannon did not attend. During this meeting we made decisions regarding which case we wanted to work on and our individual roles for the case. As a result of this Shannon was left to play the Judge. Although Shannon was happy to play the Judge, I think it would have been better to decide the roles when everyone attended for it to be an equal opportunity for everybody.
We could also improve our choice of case. Although I think our decision making was inclusive and suited everyone in the group, as we all lent towards the disability and pregnancy case, I think we should have thought deeper into how the case fitted our module. I found that our chosen case focused a lot on the adult parents, and secondly to the unborn child. Whereas if we had chosen a case like the case of Alfie Evans[footnoteRef:1], we could have discussed a wider range of articles from the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Such as: [1:   "Supreme Court Rules Against Alfie Parents", BBC News, 2018 <https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-merseyside-43841547> [Accessed 5 June 2019].] 

 “Article 3 (best interests of the child) The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions and actions that affect children, Article 6 (life, survival and development) Every child has the right to life. Governments must do all they can to ensure that children survive and develop to their full potential, Article 24 (health and health services) Every child has the right to the best possible health. Governments must provide good quality health care, clean water, nutritious food, and a clean environment and education on health and well-being so that children can stay healthy. Richer countries must help poorer countries achieve this”[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  "The United Nations Convention On The Rights Of The Child", Downloads.Unicef.Org.Uk, 1990 <https://downloads.unicef.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/UNCRC_united_nations_convention_on_the_rights_of_the_child.pdf?_ga=2.22906233.352222479.1559818839-270623496.1559818839> [Accessed 6 June 2019].] 

As this case is child orientated, it may have enabled us to meet the criteria of the module in a more effective manner. However, I do feel as a group we did a good job at integrating rights, regulations and law associated with children into our court hearing and met the aims of the assignment by doing so. 
3. What Went Well
During the planning of the court hearing I feel that we worked well together as a group, and we found that the best way to work on the case was to split into our “sides”. Rachael and I were the family and legal representation for the family. This allowed us to discuss as a pair, our research and thoughts which resulted in us bouncing idea’s off one another, expanding our findings. We also shared information with Shannon, as the Judge. We all also discussed things as a group. Mainly we used whole group discussions to make decisions, such as the decision made to make Michael employed. Like all our decisions, this was easily made. We all agreed that as most people with down syndrome work part-time 4-8 hours a week it was appropriate to have one of the couple work for 8 hours a week. 
4. The Court Hearing 
We travelled to the Judge’s Lodgings in Presteigne, where we had the opportunity to act out our court hearing in the court they have at the museum. This allowed us to really get into our roles and set the scene. I felt the role out flowed well, everyone participated and had prepared what they had to say. Shannon being the Judge, made the decision on the day to allow the couple to have a child. I think this was a good outcome for the case, as it fitted with the rights of the couple. 
During the court hearing Shannon asked a few questions which I was unaware she would be asking, therefore did not have time to prepare an answer for them. If we were to do this again, I would suggest that everyone is told about any questions asked on the day to give an opportunity to prepare. However, I do not feel this had a negative impact on the role out as I was able to improvise. 
After the court hearing, I reflected and felt it went really well and that this was a result of our group work, good decision-making skills and bringing together independent research to produce a well-structured court hearing. 
5. Conclusion
In conclusion, if we were to do this again I would:
· Choose a child-orientated case
· Only make important decisions with all members of the group present
· Ensure everyone is debriefed fully on what questions will be asked during the role out
On the other hand, we worked well as a group and produced a well-structured court hearing. Everybody did their fair share of work, which enabled us to make educated decisions.
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