The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)

History of the UNCRC
1923  Eglantyne Jebb, founder of Save the Children, drafts the five points of the first Declaration of the Rights of the Child

1924 Jebb’s Declaration is adopted by the League of Nations and becomes known as the Declaration of Geneva

1948 The UN adopts the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, a document that implicitly includes the rights of children

1959The UN General Assembly adopts the ten point Declaration of the Rights of the Child, a revised and extended version of Jebb’s original Declaration constituting the first international commitment to children’s civil and political rights and incorporating the guiding principle of working in children’s best interests

1979 To mark the twentieth anniversary of the 1959 Declaration of the Rights of the Child, 1979 is designated International Year of the Child. During preparations for this year, the government of Poland proposes a new and binding children’s rights convention be drafted and submits just such a draft to the UN Commission on Human Rights in 1978. Consequently, a working group is established to consider the creation of a convention on the rights of the child
1989 On 20 November 1989, the UN General Assembly adopts the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. This Convention enters into force as international law on 2 September 1990 following its ratification by the required 20 states


Children’s Rights Alliance (2008)
UNCRC Articles
Articles 1 – 41 outline a Right that sets out how children and young people should be treated
The remaining 13 articles are to say how Governments and adults should work together to make sure children and young people can access and enjoy their Rights
A special emphasis is placed upon 4 overarching articles and are regarded as general principles;
Article 2 – The Convention applies to everyone whatever their race, religion, abilities, whatever they think or say and whatever type of family the come from
Article 3 – All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child
Article 6 – All children have a right of life. Governments should ensure that children survive and develop healthily.
Article 12 – Children have the right to say what they think should happen, when adults are making decisions that affect them, and to have their opinions taken into account
A Summary of the UNCRC on the Rights of the Child (2015)



What is the UNCRC?
According to UNICEF (2005) The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is an international treaty that recognises the human rights of children from birth until 18 years old. It was passed by the United Nations (UN) in 1989. The first country to sign up was Ghana in 1990 and it was ratified in the UK in 1991.
The UNCRC is made up of 54 articles which outline the civil, political, social, economic and cultural rights of children. All rights in the convention have equal
These are the rights that every child should have, regardless of where they are in the world. These rights should be met by the Governments of every country. 
There are 4 main principles that the UNCRC is built upon according to Thines (2014)
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BBC (2015)
The UNCRC in the UK
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According to the UK Government (2011) since ratification of the UNCRC in 1991, implementation of the Convention has been pursued through legislation and policy initiatives, including the Children Act 1989, Children Act 2004, Every Child Matters and policy for 0-19 year olds set out in the Government’s 2007 Children's Plan.
UNICEF and the Children’s Rights Alliance help the UK to implement the UNCRC

What is in place in Wales to help implement the UNCRC?
· Children’s Commissioner for Wales
· The Foundation Phase
· Flying Start
· Building a Brighter Future, Early Years and Childcare plan
· Free healthy breakfasts in Primary Schools
· A strategic vision for maternity services in Wales
· 21st Century Healthcare
· Families First 
· Refugee Inclusion Strategy
· Welsh Language Strategy
· Integrated Family Support Services
· Tackling Poverty Action Plan

Programme for Children and Young People (2015)
Every five years the Government reports its progress on implementation of the Convention to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child
The UNCRC in Wales
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The Welsh Government (WG) set out their commitment to the UNCRC by bringing into law the Rights of Children and Young Persons Measure 2011. This Measure ensures that all decisions are made by the WG with the best interest of children in mind.
The WG use Seven Core Aims as the National Framework for developing policy for children and young people.
Core 1 – Early years (To ensure a flying start in life – Articles 3, 6, 18, 27, 28, 29 and 36)
Core 2 – Education and learning opportunities (To provide a comprhensive range of education and learning opportunities – Articles 3, 13, 14, 17, 28 and 29)
Core 3 – Health, freedom of abuse and victimisation (Ensure children enjoy the best possible health and are free from abuse, victimisation and explotation – Articles 2, 5, 6, 11, 14, 19-27, 30, 32 and 34-40)
Core 4 – Play, sport, lesiure and culture (Access to play, lesiure, sporting and cultural activities – Articles 15, 23, 29 and 31) 
Core 5 – Participation in decision making (Ensure children are listened to, treated with respect and have their race and cultural identity recognised – Articles 3 and 12-17)
Core 6 – A safe home and community (Ensure a safe home and a community which supports physical and emotonal wellbeing – Articles 9-11, 15, 16, 23, 33, 37 and 40)
Core 7 – Not disadvantaged by poverty (Ensure children and young people are not disadvantaged by poverty – Articles 18, 26 and 27)
[bookmark: _GoBack]WG Ministers are required to consider children’s rights in all decisions. This is set out in the Children’s Rights Scheme 2014
Programme for Children and Young People (2015)
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