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Question


Assessment 1: Oral Test (English)
Students need to command the basic knowledge of the chosen classical Chinese text.

Part I: Oral Presentation (50 points) 
Students will present on the translation of a chosen classical Chinese text.

Part II: Question and Answer (50 points)
Students will be asked a few questions in English on the chosen text presented in Part I, students need to answer these questions in English.

評估1：口試(英文) 
要求學生對於古代漢語和文言文知識有初步的了解掌握。

第一部分：口語（50分）
學生需要用口語分享某一篇文言文篇章的英文翻譯。

第二部分：回答問題（50分）
老師會針對學生所選的文言文篇章進行提問，學生需要用英文回答。
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In the conversation of King Hui of Liang with Mencius. King Hui of Liang felt doubt on his management of the kingdom since he had strived to do the best to minimize the famine caused by natural disasters. He removed the people to the safe place, He Dong from He Nei. He moved the food from He Dong to Her Nei at the same time. When famine occurred in He Dong, he used the same solution to solve the issue as well. Through his observation, he found that the kings of neighbouring kingdoms, doesn’t care of the people as him. However, there’s no change in the number of people between neighbouring kingdoms and his kingdom. He asked Mencius what the explanation is.

Mencius answered with an example of war, since he knows the personality of King Hui of Liang is addicted to war.  He said: “When war begins with the sound of the drums. The Soldiers are moving forward with guns. Anyhow, numbers of soldiers abandoned their armours and escaped with weapons. Some of them stopped at hundred footsteps, and some stopped at fifty footsteps. Despite, if those who stopped at fifty footsteps teased at those who stopped at hundred footsteps. What would you think?” 

The king replied, “No, They shouldn’t be like that, although they have not passed a hundred footsteps, but they are still running away.”

The intention of Mencius used the war as example is to remind the king indirectly that his management isn’t good enough to draw people from neighbouring kingdom to move to his kingdom. Mencius points out the examples of good governance: If there is no interference in the production of agricultural, peoples will have unlimited grains to supply. If not using the small mesh sizes of the fish nets for fishing, the reproduction of fishes will not be limited. If limited the cutting wood activities in certain period, the woods could be unlimited supply. Once peoples are satisfying their lives and livelihoods that free from famine and suffering until the end of the life. It is the beginning towards to establish benevolent government.

Each of the family has five acres land to build a house with mulberry trees for rearing of silkworms, so that people over the age of fifty could be dressed in silk. The adjustment of military services do not interfere the time of cultivation of the farm, then the supply of poultry it is enough to sustain the lives of many families that free from hunger. Let concern about the school education, focus on educating people to respect and care to each other, so that senior citizen will not be ignored by assigning hard work. Persons aged seventy and above are able to have enough food and clothing to avoid hunger and cold.  These are the results of benevolent government if the examples given have been achieved, and this thing is yet to occur!

Nowadays, the government wasted the grains by feeding the poultry unnecessary. Although, many people dying with hunger due to the government do not provide any grains to help the person who is needed. When people die, you shirked your responsibilities by saying, "It is not owing to me; it is owing to the year." It refers to the same meaning from stabbing a man and kill him with weapon, and then saying - "It was not me; it was the weapon?" The entire nation of people was willing to be subject to you, if your Majesty bears the responsibilities, and do not blame on the lean year.
Reference:
Website:
1. Mengzi 孟子 (The Works of Mencius), Chinese Text Project ed., https://ctext.org/mengzi/liang-hui-wang-i, accessed 25 October 2020

2. Howard J. Curzer, Benevolent Government Now, Comparative Philosophy Volume 3, No. 1 (2012): 74-85, https://scholarworks.sjsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1042&context=comparativephilosophy, accessed 03 November 2020

3. Li Na, Episode 16-20 of Classical Chinese. 
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