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ABSTRACT
For the past few years’ government has been trying to look for solutions to plastic bags’ pollution by encouraging the use of paper bags or charged plastic bags. This is because plastic bags are not good for the environment as they are non biodegradable and also the city gets so dirty and messed up, so, plastic bags are not well binned and recycled. Despite of being charged in supermarkets, plastic bags are still present our day to day lives. 
Nowadays there are ranges of commentaries current between people who use Plastic or paper bags for their shopping necessities. Therefore, some people support the use of Plastic bags with their personal explanations and some support the use of Paper bags. That is a burning subject currently and disagreements are going up and down to presume which one is better in term of ecological effects, however some people desist from this matter by opting for other preference the alternative one the reusable bags. This investigative analysis is tried to deduce the eco-friendly concerns created by these bags. These two everyday shopping bags of today; Paper and Plastic bags are paralleled in this study. To reach a clear of conclusion with respect to environmental impact made by these two bags and customers preferences.





INTRODUCTION
I have been instructed to write a report of 2000 words on relevant subject demonstrating my understanding of my research and methodology skills on ethical data collection.
 Sanitizing the environment is a policy of government to fight against the climate change. However, the government encourages the use of paper bags instead of the use of plastics bags. As plastic bags are non bio degradable which is very bad for the environment.
In this perspective, my study will be focused on asking customers of five supermarkets such as Morrison, Lidl, Iceland, Tesco and The Cooperative in my area at Camberwell. Some of them opt for paper bags unlike some still use plastic ones. So, why some customers opt for paper bags while other prefer the plastic bags. So, several sorts of bags existing now to satisfy the shopping needs of people. I would be interested for this report in the most popular ones such as plastic or papers bags.


LITERATURE REVIEW
The use of plastic bags has become a habit in people’s daily life, to the point that no one imagines shopping without the plastic bags. However, their impact on environmental pollution and litter problem is real concern for the government and several NGOs and activists across the world which fight against the climate change. Also, government’s response to this matter has been to adopt some measures to decrease the use of plastic bags such as the charge of plastic bags and encouraging or recommending the use of paper bags.
The main reason for writing this report is to establish not only the link between the measures taken by the government and the reality faced the population on their choice of the use of plastic bags and the other side ascertain a connection between the plastic bag and paper bag which one is better. However, in fact, the failing to completely ban the use of plastic bags, the government has implemented alternative measure that encouraging the use of paper bags or charge plastic bags. So, what are customers’ preferences and why?

METHODOLOGY

Primary Research
In this study, I have proceeded to a face to face questionnaire in my area at Camberwell, by asking 60 people of the five supermarkets customers such as twelve persons at Morrison’s, eleven people at Tesco, twelve others at The Cooperative, thirteen at Lidl and also twelve at Iceland. I have chosen randomly either men or women, and does not matter the age or background. 

Ethical Considerations
In academic or professional context, when interrelating with people be always professional. likewise, do not exceed some limits, show respects by do not asking private or intimates questions. For instance, personal budget, salary, household members or matrimonial status. Always keep in mind to not overstep in your face to face interview. It is also important to be opened mind and not to be judgmental, so do not ask about people’s religious or ethnical background. 

Limitations of study
In this kind of project, it is sometimes difficult to bother people that you do not know. It is also challenging to cover your series of questions that you expected. Most of the time they answer only one question and give up the rest. Another thing is that most people do not pay attention when you interrupt them on the street, they just ignore you. Also, the weather can be a determining factor in the feasibility of the study. For instance, when it rains or when it is too cold it is difficult to carry on the study.  

RESULTS 
First of all, this project showed me that one thing is to set up policy and another thing is the strict application of this policy, as people faced different realities. Accordingly, I have asked 60 people and 58 responded to the questions. Thus, I worked two weeks Monday to Friday from 10 am to 1 pm. So, the result shows the divergence of opinion about carrier bags. Everyone acts according to their conviction. 
In addition, retailers have been requested from government to make a plea toward their customers to implement measures to tackle climate change or global warming by reducing the use of plastic bags. 
Question 1: Which bags are eco environmentally friendly?
Of course, no doubt forty-nine people approve that papers bags are green and recyclable. According to them the best way to fight against the pollution and global warming is to opt for the use of paper bags so that being eco friend. 

Question 2: Which carrier bags are economic? 
In that question most of people forty-eight opt for plastic bags, as according to them they can use them again and again. So, they are thin and easy to carry.

Question 3: Which bags are well designed?
Fifty-five people agree that paper bags are well designed and match with any outfit on any purposes. Also they are easy-going. And only three people approve for plastic ones.

Question 4: Which carrier bags do you find comfortable? Papers Versus Plastics
Most people thirty-eight respondent that paper bags are more comfortable. And twenty-two have respondent that plastic ones are comfortable. 



Question 5: Which bags are useful?
Forty-seven people esteem that plastic bags plastic bags are sufficient solid to transport a full load of substantial items from shopping, and they can also be re used many times over for shopping. Also, they can be used for something else in the household such as getting rid of the rubbish, so, sometimes we can use them to organise food in dry store. And thirteen people agree that paper bags are useful.  In terms of healthiness they do not cause much litter problem too. 
A woman said that plastic bags have to be completely ban because they cause litter problem, according to her they give more work than they help. 
Nonetheless, some supermarkets banned the use of plastic bags like Morrison’s and The Cooperative, they use papers as they are eco friendly. So, Iceland, Lidl and Tesco charge 10 pence by bag. 

The alternative one: Bag for life?
Among of those who have been questioned, there is another category of carrier bags user the alternative one: Bag for life. So, the remark today is that the bag for life has become very popular in its use. As they can be used on shoulder like ordinary bags, also they are made from cotton that is soft and they are washable as well. Because of their utility companies, businesses even universities use them as an advertising medium.   
Additionally, retailers play a leading role with the government in the fight against global warming and also pollution. For example, Iceland usually know for its actions to tackle plastics after pledging in January to ban all the single use plastics by 2023. So, Morrison’s increases the price by 25p of the plastic bags, their bags are more expensive than its competitors.  But his is to encourage customers to reuse bags, but customers reproach them of cashing in. 
Hence, Tesco has another approach to encourage customers to be eco friendly by offering them a blue token at the checkout and also allowing them to vote for a project of their choice. 
Then, The COOP is in a policy of replacing all its plastic bags by the double compostable ones for food waste, which can be broken down in less than twelve weeks under specific conditions. 
Finally, Lidl was the latest supermarket to introduce reusable fruit and veg bags in its stores across the UK, in order to lessen plastic waste. 


Researches on both plastic or paper bags: 

Paper bags
[bookmark: _GoBack]Papers come from the plants, therefore their manufacture requires the cutting down of several trees, which can damage the forest or some plant species may disappear. In spite of that, a great amount of energy is provided to pass from trees to a papers. 
According to The Kansas Green Guide, 14 million trees were used to make the 10 billion paper grocery bags that were used in the United States in 1999. This has two bad effects on the atmosphere. The manufacturing procedure makes glasshouse gases whilst the consequence of diminishing the number of trees means that there are less trees to engross greenhouse gases.

Plastic bags

Plastic is made from oil, which is a non-renewable source. This has a palpable harmful effect on the environment. Plastic also needs a great deal of energy to produce. Tree Hugger reports that the largest energy input into the plastic bag manufacturing process is electricity. 
Plastics can be reprocessed. The recycling process means that plastics are often down-cycled, which means that they produce a lesser-quality material after each recycling.

Decomposition

Paper bags
Research demonstrates that paper in landfills does not degrade or break down at a considerably quicker rate than plastic does. In fact, nothing completely rescinds in new landfills as of the water, light, oxygen and other substantial essentials that are essential for the degradation process to be finalised. A paper bag takes up more space than a plastic bag in a landfill, but because paper is reconditioned at a higher degree, saving space in landfills is less of an issue. 


Plastic bags

It takes between 400 and 1000 years for plastic bags to crumble. These bags are made from plastic which degradable under certain conditions or after a pre-set length of time. There are two types of degradable plastic: bio degradable plastics, which contain a small percentage of non oil-based material, such as corn starch; and photodegradable plastics, which will break down when exposed to sunlight.

There are a number of concerns over the use of degradable plastics. First, these plastics will only degradable if disposed of in appropriate conditions. For example, a photodegradable plastic product will not degradable if it is buried in a landfill site where is no light. Second, they may cause an increase in emissions of the greenhouse gas methane, as methane is release when materials biodegrade anaerobically. 



CONCLUSION
All in all, the study shows that carrier bags are very useful in our day to day lives. So, there will always be a need for some forms of bags. Whatever the measures to decrease the use of plastic bags and encourage the use of paper bags or bags for life, plastic bags remain the most use on day to day lives as a more durable material. More than half of the population remains welded to advertising stamping to prohibit the use of plastic bags. But, by seeing closely, they are both have downsides a negative impact on the environment. However, plastic bags are not biodegradable but lighter and thinner in opposition paper bags take too much energy and greenhouse gas emissions to be made and are less durable than other types of bags. So, both have their impact on the environment. 
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Appendix
Are paper bags better than plastic ones?
Questionnaires:

	
	Papers
	Plastics

	More comfortable  
	38
	22

	 More economic
	12
	48

	Well designed
	55
	3

	More environmentally friendly
	49
	10

	More reusable or useful
	0
	60




The use of carrier bags

Series 1	Category 1	Category 2	Category 3	Category 4	4.3	2.5	3.5	4.5	Series 2	Category 1	Category 2	Category 3	Category 4	2.4	4.4	1.8	2.8	Series 3	Category 1	Category 2	Category 3	Category 4	2.0	2.0	3.0	5.0	



