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Traditional Learning Vs. Blended Learning
[bookmark: _Toc88873700]Traditional Learning
Traditional learning is education that is executed in the classroom setting. It is a model where the teacher stands between knowledge and students. The teacher or instructor regulates the knowledge and flow of information because students have little understanding of the subject when they come to class. Additionally, traditional learning involves face-to-face learning that occurs in a physical location. 
[bookmark: _Toc88873701]Pros
Traditional learning is interactive. It allows the students to interact with the teacher and other students face-to-face (Bencomo, 2004). An interactive classroom is beneficial for students who learn through cooperative activities and in groups as it allows them to ask questions and receive immediate responses. Besides, it also allows direct feedback from the teacher to assure students that they are doing the right thing.
Besides, it is motivating to learners. Traditional classrooms preserve a feeling of here and now throughout the learning process. The latter helps students to stay focused and motivated with learning. Besides, having other students around them also keep them going. 
Apart from that, traditional classrooms are accessible. Ideally, certain students do not have access to the current technological devices or even use them. Unlike traditional learning, it is challenging to access online classes, which start with the teacher sharing their knowledge with students. They then discuss the shared knowledge as the students take notes in their books. So long as they attend the classes, they will access knowledge or new information from the instructor.
Traditional learning is also organized. Traditional education is associated with a fixed schedule and a specific time when learning should take place. In other words, students do not have the power to reschedule classes at their own time while attending to their activities. That said, students do not have time to lazy around with traditional learning because of the organization. 
Besides, it also facilitates extracurricular activities among other majors that cannot be learned online. Traditional allows students to enjoy experiences such as field trips, school activities, attending various clubs, and more. The bottom line is that such activities allow students to gain fundamental life lessons that they will utilize in the future (Boumová, 2008).  Besides, there are majors such as clinical practice or labs, among others, that will need a traditional classroom to be successful.
Traditional learning also reinforces interpersonal relationships. The type of learning involves interaction and communicating with different kinds of students daily. The activities in traditional education require cooperation or learning like a group which allows students to understand and know how to relate well with others. Therefore, learning in traditional classrooms will enable students to form relationships that will last long. 
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Traditional learning is disadvantageous because of the schedule stiffness. Ideally, traditional learning is facilitated through a fixed schedule that highlights specific times learning is supposed to occur (Sage, 2021). In other words, it does not provide students with the flexibility of scheduling classes in their free time. That said, it does not give room for balancing between work and learning.
Besides, traditional learning is also associated with higher costs. Economically, students will have to spend money commuting to and from school besides other expenses. Similarly, traveling to school also costs time, especially when far from where the students are staying. Besides, the tuition fee coupled with books and other learning materials is also costly. As a result, parents are going through difficulties in trying to sustain the learning of their children. 
Similarly, it leads to loss of individualization, more so in a large group of students. Typically, traditional learning instructors go with or plan their lessons for the whole class. Because of that, learning might not be effective, especially in students who are slow learners. The teachers do not schedule learning according to the individual needs of students. 
Traditional learning also promotes favoritism. Ideally, in conventional classrooms, teachers like some students more than others. Even though it might seem normal, it destroys students' personalities who are left behind, making them feel worthless and incompetent. The behavior makes the students develop bad feelings. Besides, they are also characterized by discrimination, more so in a multicultural classroom. 
 Besides, traditional learning can also make students join negative or bad groups. Such groups are not healthy for students as they compromise their academic attainment besides destroying their personalities when associating with bad influence. Indeed, such negative traits can grow in learners without being noticed in traditional learning. Additionally, extra-curricular activities can also interfere with the learning of students. The students might take much of their time participating in extra-curricular activities and forget to concentrate on learning, thus affecting their academic achievements. Typically, it is challenging for students to balance academics and extra-curricular activities. 
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Blended learning is a teaching method that integrates technology and digital media with traditional instructor-led classroom activities (Rao, 2019). Besides, it needs the physical presence of both the student and the instructor with some aspects of students' control over time, path, place, and pace. The latter allows the students to personalize their learning experience. 
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Blended learning provides a safe learning surrounding. The learning approach allows students to complete much of their coursework and attend in-person classes a few times a week. Consequently, it gives the school administration opportunity to create a safe environment for teachers and students. Besides, with few students in the school, it can be easy to clean and disinfect different areas in the school besides maintaining social distance.
Besides, blended learning provides students with flexibility. The students have independence over their learning (Welker & Berardino, 2005). They can either attend an online class or attend a physical classroom at their convenient time. Besides, blended education also allows students to schedule their learning time. It is beneficial because it will enable them to balance between work and academics. Similarly, blended learning also improves students' engagement and attendance. The students who cannot share in front of peers can participate in online classes. It is facilitated through digital engagement tools and a variety of delivery and reinforcement learning materials. The attendance of learners in blended learning also improves as those who cannot attend physical classrooms will learn online and since they schedule their classes. 
Additionally, blended learning also improves comprehension through the flipping of classrooms. The bottom line is that students who are engaged in a classroom session have a better understanding (Hamad, 2015). Flipping classroom involves students learning theory remotely and practicing what they have learned at home or in in-person class with the instructor's assistance. Besides, in-person sessions allow students to practice skills and get hands-on experience actively. 
Blended learning also allows instructors to spend their time effectively. Apart from helping learners, teachers always have to complete administrative duties such as printing out handouts, uploading attendance data, grading assignments. Ideally, the activities are time-consuming and may eat the time that the instructor is supposed to spend helping learners. The good news is that technology has made administrative duties easier by automating most of them. Therefore, the instructor will spend more time assisting students in understanding materials besides developing their skills. Additionally, it will also allow them time to prepare powerful lessons that will benefit the students. 
In blended learning, teaching is less expensive to deliver, saves time, and is more affordable. Blended learning allows the students to access the learning materials from anywhere and anytime besides enjoying the merits of face-to-face support and instructions. The latter is vital in improving students' knowledge and interest because they can access global learning resources. Similarly, the instructors can also personalize learning materials as per the needs of individuals. It allows self-pacing, which is essential to boost satisfaction, lower stress, and enable students to retain information. 
Besides, blended learning also allows students to stay focused for longer, which reinforces engagement. Using computers to look up information and data as well as the internet to conduct research will enable students to stay longer. This is due to interaction and engagement with learning resources which is vital in improving learning through exploration and research.
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Blended learning can be challenging due to inequality in access to resources. Ideally, blended learning requires learners to use technology outside the classroom. Unfortunately, not all students will have access to technological resources, thus making learning difficult or even impossible. Similarly, supporting individual learners may be difficult. Blended learning requires digital literacy for students to find it helpful. Therefore, without the proper support, students with technological awareness needs might not access education.
Besides, the infrastructure may not exist. Setting up the internal infrastructure needed to facilitate blended learning might be challenging because it is costly. Infrastructure setup and devices can be expensive. Similarly, the maintenance cost that comes with blended learning is also high. 
Similarly, blended learning is a bottom-up approach making it involving to implement. Ideally, the instructors, among other staff, will need to ensure the efficiency of blended learning. For example, there will be a need for formal instructions besides professional development and equipping learners with technology for learning (Learn, 2021). Besides, issuing instructions or teaching methods in blended learning differs from methods deployed in traditional classrooms. 
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	Traditional learning has been existing for many years. It started with students learning about customs and traditions. The oral recitation was used to teach students. Notably, it included knowledge about traditions, religions, and customs. Traditional learning then transformed into formal learning, where boys started attending schools then later girls. The curriculum's formulation made the learning formal, where different subjects were taught in classrooms. There was no technology in classrooms, and the teachers did not have vast knowledge and skills.
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	Traditional learning has advanced compared to before. Computers and other technological devices are incorporated into traditional classrooms. The curriculum is well developed that directs how education should be delivered. Similarly, there are multiple learning materials and resources that students can access. The teachers facilitating traditional learning are more skilled, experienced, and accommodative than the teachers in the past. The classrooms are more equipped with learning resources with diverse students. Undeniably, traditional learning though still relevant but does not dominate education like in the past.
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The concept of blended learning was first developed in 1960. However, it could not flourish because of a lack of technological availability that blocked the merger of traditional face-to-face learning with distributed learning environments. Notably, blended learning flourished in 2000 due to advancements in technology. The technological innovations helped in occupying the gap between traditional and distributed learning environments (Poon, 2013). The defining period was between 2003-2006, when researchers started focusing on blended education and could even define it. Similarly, blended learning became popular between 2007-2009. 
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Today, blended learning has grown to be popular, and it is widely used. The popularity of blended learning is attributed to the advancement of technology in the 21st century. Besides, most of the schools have both physical and online classes to accommodate the pressure that comes with technology. Besides, the learners are used to technology, and learning can be challenging without technology deployment. Today, students are the primary stakeholder, and learning institutions are adopting learner-centric doctrine. Therefore, teachers have to develop an ecosystem that accommodates the aspirations and dreams of learners. That said, providing blending learning makes education more accessible. 
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	I recommend that educators and instructors should switch to blended learning. The bottom line is that technology is quickly changing the world, and traditional learning might not be competent in the near future. Students widely use technological devices in various ways, and facilitating learning without blending it with technology can be ineffective. Besides, the world has changed, and the rigidity of traditional learning cannot meet the current learning demands. The students are working while learning, and teachers need to find a way to accommodate their needs and achieve their goals. Blended learning provides learners with flexibility and autonomy in scheduling their classes. Meaning that they can come to class at their convenient time and choose when to go for in-person sessions in physical classrooms. Additionally, it will help them balance work and academics, especially for the old students. Also, students no longer rely on teachers fully in acquiring knowledge and necessary skills, but instead, they have become the major stakeholders. Students dictate the learning, and it is upon teachers to create a learning environment that can accommodate the current demands of learners. On the other hand, teachers are also growing in the digital world, and deploying blended learning will be advantageous.
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