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Applying a range of critical theories, identifying, discus and evaluating an artwork of your own choosing?

Above you can see a painting by Frederick Sandys called “Medea,” Sandys is a British pre-Raphaelite artist. His art is full of emotion and expression which you can see in the painting above.
Sandys painting is about an enchanter tearing her beaded necklace off while making a potion to use for murder. In the painting the woman looks agonized while looking into the distance. However, the way we see the painting today is mainly by look on a scene, in john bergères book ways of seeing he describes the way we see art today as “mere documentary evidence” which is shown in everyday life by seeing art in books as photocopy's, seeing low quality images of the artwork on screens and buying the art work on postcards in museums. It degrades the way we see art and that less of the population are going to see the actual beauty of the work in person, people will miss how paintings and artwork like “Medea” through the lens of an eye how it is four Demensional. in person you see texture, age, and feel more emotion in person. Also, in the book of ways of seeing burgeres goes on to say “the art of the past is being mystified because a privileged minority is striving to invent a history which can retrospectively justify the role of ruling classes” which is what is happening to the artworks of the world they are being sold to people of a higher class never to see the light of day again and to never be seen by the public population, why do the higher classes get to see the beauties of the art world and not the rest of the classes?  
The painting “Medea” has many symbolic meanings such as hatred towards an old lover which and be seen in her eyes and the way she is ripping away her necklace in anger while making a potion ready to commit murder. However, there is also passion and love due to her past love for Jason who abandoned her.
When looking and decoding this painting you can see a woman that is in confusion or in pain looking into the distance while burning something into the fire. With a gold background that makes the woman seem like they are form an expensive background the background slightly washes out the woman which also makes her standout in the painting and makes her the center of attention. She also looks like her heart is burning due to the light of the fire glowing upward. However, the intended meaning is an enhancer with a deep anger and revenge preparing to commit murder on an old lover who had left her. You can see the sorrow in her face.
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