I have chosen to focus my dissertation on 'How did the First World War impact the development of medicine in Britain?'. This area particularly interests me as I am passionate about the First World War and 20th-century medicine. I will explore the creation of medical and protection equipment and techniques, along with Harold Gillies[footnoteRef:1]' contributions to the development of plastic surgery as the result of new trauma injuries. Additionally, I will explore how infection became one of the biggest killers on the battlefield. These specific areas will help address the overall question of how the Great War catalysed advancements in modern medical techniques and practices that continue to benefit us today. [1:  The Royal College of Surgeons of England, Saints and Sinners: Sir Harold Gillies,
<https://publishing.rcseng.ac.uk/doi/pdf/10.1308/003588413X13643054409063> [Accessed 05 November 2024].] 


I will include images in my dissertation to give the reader better context, especially when discussing Gillies' work, as this will help show his work. Some readers may find this upsetting, so I will include a disclaimer at the start and in the images as they show facial trauma injuries. 

Given the sensitive nature of the information in the archives, it is crucial that I maintain the confidentiality of the data contained within the case files. Respect for privacy is paramount when handling sensitive archives, maintaining ethical standards, and ensuring the information is handled with the highest care. 

Since submitting my dissertation proposal, I have been working to identify key sources for my research. So far, I have found approximately 20 sources that may aid my dissertation. These sources include a mixture of primary and secondary sources, including books, peer-reviewed journals, online archives created by professionals, and images. I anticipate that this number will likely increase as my focus is rather complex, and at this current time, I have not completed my entire research. I have also developed a systematic process to review and record my research effectively.

Methodology:
I will be using a range of methodologies throughout my dissertation. For my research into Harold Gillies, I will be using the Harold Gillies Archives[footnoteRef:2], managed by the Royal College of Surgeons of England.[footnoteRef:3] While writing this report, I received the index for the Harold Gillies Archives. The archives contain detailed and complex sources; photographs, detailed watercolours, clinical notes and x-rays relating approximately two and half thousand soldiers who experienced facial reconstruction surgery at the facility Gillies established during the First World War at Queen Mary's Hospital, Sidcup.[footnoteRef:4] The index I received will be instrumental in helping me decide which individuals to focus on for my research. It includes details about the soldiers treated by Gillies, such as their nationality (British or New Zealanders), name, rank, and complexity of injuries and whether their case file contains further sources such as the watercolours and x-rays.  [2:  The Royal College of Surgeons of England, Sir Harold Gillies' First World War Patient Case Notes (2024) <http://surgicat.rcseng.ac.uk/Details/archive/110004832> [Accessed 05 November 2024].]  [3:  The Royal College of Surgeons of England (2024) <https://www.rcseng.ac.uk/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiA9IC6BhA3EiwAsbltOJTpxdLuf2AZrTI1D5bHTzJhTA0F5MA7PRvVwXRTVlV_xAivGX6fChoCi6MQAvD_BwE> [Accessed 05 November 2024].]  [4:  The Royal College of Surgeons of England, 2024 [Accessed 05 November 2024].] 


Based on this information, I plan to select individuals at random who may have a variety of injuries to further my research. If selecting at random does not meet my satisfaction, I will choose an equal number of individuals based on their type of injuries, such as complex or straightforward, to provide a broader range of subjects.

I will conduct a literature review of distinctive primary and secondary sources alongside the Gillies' archives some of which are primary sources. A key source I will include in my dissertation is 'The Facemaker: One Surgeon's Battle to Mend the Disfigured Soldiers of World War I'[footnoteRef:5] by Dr Lindsey Fitzharris[footnoteRef:6]. Fitzharris is a leading medical historian specialising in 19th and 20th-century medicine. Fitzharris's 'The Facemaker' focuses on the story of the pioneering plastic surgeon Harold Gillies and the remarkable stories of the soldiers he saved and the surgical innovations he created.  [5:   Lindsey Fitzharris, The Facemaker: One Surgeon's Battle to Mend the Disfigured Soldiers of World War I (Penguin Books, London, 2022).]  [6:  University of Oxford, Lindsey Fitzharris, Graduate Student – MSc (2005) and DPhil (2009) (2018) <https://www.hsmt.ox.ac.uk/article/lindsey-fitzharris-graduate-student-msc-2005-and-dphil-2009> [Accessed 08 November 2024].] 


Another piece of literature I want to look further into is, 'Faces From The Front. Harold Gillies, The Queen's Hospital, Sidcup and the Origins of Modern Plastic Surgery'[footnoteRef:7] by Dr Andrew Bamji.[footnoteRef:8] Bamji is the current Gillies Archivist to the British Association of Plastic, Reconstructive and Aesthetic Surgeons[footnoteRef:9] (BAPRAS). While working as the Director of Medical Education at Queen Mary's Hospital, Bamji created The Queen Mary's Hospital Sidcup Archives and published this online as the hospital decommissioned the physical collection in 2011.[footnoteRef:10]  [7:  Dr Andrew Bamji Faces from the front: Harold Gillies, The Queen's Hospital, Sidcup, and the origins of modern plastic surgery, (Solihull, Helion Press, 2017).]  [8:  Dr Andrew Bamji, The Gillies Archives from Queen Mary's Hospital, Sidcup – Bibliography (2022) <http://www.gilliesarchives.org.uk/> [Accessed 15 November 2024].]  [9:  The British Association of Plastic, Reconstructive and Aesthetic Surgeons, About Us (2024) <https://www.bapras.org.uk/public/about-us> [Accessed 15 November 2024].]  [10:  Dr Andrew Bamji, 2022] 


If I encounter difficulties with my research or require further clarification, I will consult with Bamji, the Gillies. Archivist at BAPRAS. His academic expertise will enable him to address my inquiries effectively and provide valuable insights into my enquiry.

Search engines such as Google Scholar are good tools for searching online for sources. I have been using a selection of keywords to find more accurate sources. These are a combination of the following:
· Medicine and First World War
· WW1 (World War 1) 
· Medical developments and techniques
· Harold Gillies
· Surgical
· Infection
· Blood Transfusion
· The Thomas Splint
· The Brodie Helmet 

I created an Excel spreadsheet to record sources and review them more methodically. This system has been successful so far, enabling me to manage the necessary research without feeling overwhelmed by the volume. I will share it with my dissertation supervisor at our next meeting.

As I will be working with medical information, I want to ensure that my review method is appropriate and that I fully understand the challenges and ethical considerations involved. Since I cannot access the book I wanted to review through UWTSD, I plan to borrow 'The Oxford Handbook of the History of Medicine’[footnoteRef:11] by Mark Jackson[footnoteRef:12] from the University of Essex to provide additional context on medical methodology. Jackson is a Professor of the History of Medicine at the University of Exeter and serves as Senior Academic Adviser for Medical Humanities at the Wellcome Trust. I think his book will be an excellent addition to my bibliography; I look forward to reading it. [11:  Jackson, Mark,  The Oxford Handbook of the History of Medicine (Oxford University Press, 2013)]  [12:  University of Exeter, Professor Mark Jackson (2024) <https://onbalance.exeter.ac.uk/researcher-biographies/professor-mark-jackson/> [Accessed 21 November 2024].] 


Potential Issues:
Since researching Gillies, I have discovered some downfalls that may hinder my dissertation. Unfortunately, due to the misuse of Gillies images by other historians, The Royal College of Surgeons of England, who hold and manage the Gilles archives, have denied historians access to use or share images from their archives. I am currently negotiating access with the archives manager. If I am unable to obtain images from the archives, I will use photographs already in the public domain through the Imperial War Museum. Specifically, I will reference the works of Private Albert Roberts, a photographic assistant at The Queen's Hospital who worked for Gillies and contributed to a vast photographic collection. 

Some of the sources are difficult to access compounded by my dyslexia. To overcome this, I will be using assistive technology such as Audible. This has allowed me to pause when needed and bookmark key areas I want to include or reflect on this later. However, this only works if the book or journal is available in an online format. If I cannot access it, I plan to take the time to read thoroughly to absorb the information, bookmarking anything that is significant. 




Appendix: 1: Project Management Plan

	Project Management Plan

	Action

	Deadline
	Date of Competition

	Consult my dissertation supervisor about the ethics approval process for handling medical information.
	14/11/2024
	14/11/2024

	Create a spreadsheet to collect all research information, enabling me to verify whether I have reviewed the source and to summarise the information I have gathered.
	15/11/2024
	14/11/2024

	Set word count deadlines to aid the writing process so it is not left until the last minute.
	22/11/2024
	22/11/2024

	Research further into the other areas of focus, i.e. infection and surgery techniques and record them appropriately in the bibliography.
	29/11/2024
	

	Take a day of annual leave to research at the Royal College of Surgeons of England.
	TBC
	

	Research the other areas of focus, i.e. infection and medical and protection equipment & techniques and record them appropriately.
	02/12/2024
	

	Review the index of the Gillies archive provided by the Royal College of Surgeons of England, and determine which articles I should request access to, either access electronically or in person, that would best support my research.
	06/12/2024
	

	Borrow The Oxford Handbook of the History of Medicine from the University of Essex Library.
	05/01/2025
	

	Plan the layout of the dissertation. 
	05/01/2025
	

	Final editing to be conducted. 
	23/04/2024
	

	Dedicate more time each week to research
	
	

	Any images in my dissertation that may upset the reader will include a disclaimer before them and at the beginning of the dissertation due to the injuries they will depict.
	Final Editing Process
	

	Make sure to edit the dissertation thoroughly and set aside specific time for the editing process.
	Throughout dissertation
	




	Word Count Deadlines

	BY END of Month
	DECEMBER 2024
	JANUARY 2025
	FEBRUARY 2025
	MARCH 2025
	APRIL 2025
	23 APRIL
 2024

	Number of Words to be completed 
	500 Words
	2000 Words 

	2000 Words 

	2500 Words 

	2500 Words

	Final Editing Process to be started.

	Completed?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	If not, WHY? Alternative date set & action plan.
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