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Exercises in Dating Records
(a)

· The Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is celebrated on 15 August.

· The eighth regnal year of Richard II was 22 June 1384 – 21 June 1385.

· Therefore, the Abbot of Byland was accused on the Thursday after 15 August 1384.

· The calendar for Richard II’s regnal year for the period 

22 June 1384 – 31 December 1384 is found in A Handbook of Dates under Table 8/20 and 15 August falls on a Monday.

Therefore, date of accusation was Thursday 18 August 1384

(b) 

· There were two Bishops of St. Asaph named Anian. 

Anian I  acceded on 2 May 1249 and left office on 29 September 1266. Anian II acceded on 24 September 1268 and died on 5 February 1293.

· As Bishops Reiner, Abraham and Hugh were the more immediate predecessors of Anian I and, if it was Anian II who was referred to, almost certainly Anian I would have been mentioned as a predecessor, we can fairly confidently make the assumption that it is Anian I who was referred to.

· The Feast of Mary Magdalene falls on 22 July.

· The first year of Anian I’s pontificate was 1249. He was consecrated in November 1249 and, according to Handbook of British Chronology, the pontifical year of a bishop starts from his consecration.

Therefore, confirmation of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey took place on 23 July 1250 which was a Saturday.

(c) 

· Wikisource reveals that, in the fourteenth century, there was a Bishop of Ely named John de Ketene.

· A John Ketton was consecrated Bishop of Ely on 6 September 1310.

· The fourth regnal year of Edward II was 8 July 1310 – 7 July 1311.

· Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent. Lent is the Quadragesima, the forty weekdays (Monday to Saturday) preceding Easter.
· Easter Day in 1311 was 11 April, thus Ash Wednesday was 24 February.

Therefore, the court at Downham was held on Thursday 24/25 February 1311.
(d)

· Ranulph le Meschin was created Earl of Chester 

     c.1120-1.

· Henry I reigned 5 August 1100 – 1 December 1135.

· Geoffrey Ridel was a Royal Justice during the reign of Henry I and died in the shipwreck of the White Ship on 25 November 1120.

· Geoffrey Ridel’s daughter, Maud/Matilda, married Richard Basset sometime between November 1120 and April 1123.

· The Bishop of Lincoln, Robert Bloet, died 10 January 1123.

· Henry I was absent in Normandy between April 1116 and 26 November 1120 and between 11 June 1123 and 11 September 1126.

· There are 27 individuals named in this proclamation and, in order to reach the most accurate estimate of its date, ideally the dates of the deaths of the main participants and advisers should be known. The Handbook of British Chronology, A Handbook of Dates, The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography Online and other online sources provide the death dates of the following:

Henry I, 1 December 1135

Robert Bloet, Bishop of Lincoln, 10 January 1123

Earl David (probably King David I of Scotland and Earl of Huntingdon), 24 May 1153

Robert, Earl of Leicester, 5 April 1168

Ranulph le Meschin, Earl of Chester, 1129

Richard Basset, 1144

Geoffrey Ridel, 25 November 1120
Ralph Basset, 1127

William, brother of Ranulph le Meschin, 1129x1135

Nigel d’Aubigny, 1129

Geva d’Avranches ( wife of Geoffrey Ridel and daughter of Hugh, Earl of Chester d.1101), 1145

Simon Bloet, Dean of Lincoln, 1134

William, son of Rannulf (this is probably Rannulf’s stepson William de Roumare, Earl of Lincoln), 1155x1161

Geoffrey de Clinton, 1133

Payn, son of John (probably son of John ‘One Eye’ Monoculus), 1137

William d’Aubigny, 1139

Humphrey de Bohun, c. 1123

Robert Musard, 1146

Thurstan Basset, 1128

Ralph, son of Norman ( this may be Ranulph de Alvers aka Ralph Danvers, son of a Norman knight, born in 1061, death unknown)

Hugh Maubanc (this is probably Hugh Malbank, 2nd Baron of With Malbank, founder of Combermere Abbey), 1100x1135

Only if Humphrey de Bohun’s death was before 10 January 1123 would it have helped our calculations.

The death dates of the following were not found:

Geoffrey, the Earl’s Chancellor

Thomas of St. John

Robert Basset

Osmund Basset

William, Constable of Earl Rannulf

Therefore, the date of the proclamation can be narrowed down to between 27 November 1120 (the day Henry I returned to England) and 10 January 1123 (the date of the Bishop of Lincoln’s death).
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