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Glossary
of Technica] Terms

amoraim: Literally “speakers,” the rabbis of the third to fifih centuries c.g,
in Israel and Babylonia who composed the two Talmudim,

Apocrypha; Literally “things hidden away,” Apocryphal books are books
of uncertain o~ disputed canonicity; they are 1o be “hidden away,” that js,
not read in public. The Apocrypha is the collection of Jewish books that are
included in the Greek or Latin Old Testament of the church but not in the
Hebrew Tanak of the Jews.

apocalypse: Literally “revelation,” a work that reveals, usually through
the intermediation of an angel, some secret of fature or history. Most
apocalypses of the second temple period treat eschatological themes

and probably were written in the €Xpectation that the end time was
imminent,

Aristeas, Letter of: A Pseudepigraphic treatise or epistle, attributed 1o a
gentile courtier of Ptolemy Philadelphus, but written by a Jew probably in
the last part of the second century B.c k. Its story is the translation of the

Hebrew Bible into Greek, but its theme is the easy coexistence of Judaism
with Hellenism.

Ben Sira: A teacher in Jerusalem who, in about 200 B.C.E., wrote a wisdom

book now contained in the Apocrypha, (The book is sometimes called
Sirach or Ecdesiasticus.)

bet midrash: Literally “house of study,” a school or academy,

Chapters of the Fathers: A tractate of the Mishnah which, because of jts

exclusive focus on ethical and mora] exhortations and its complete neglect

of legal matters, is unlike any other tractate, Its opening two chapters are

a chain of tradition depicting the transmission of the Torah from God to
0ses, and from Moses ultimately to the rabbis of the Mishnah,

cult: System of worship.

diaspora; The “scattering” of the Jews throughout the world outside the
land of Israel,
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Enoch, book of: A collection of pseudepigraphic works att1ibuted to the
antediluvian figure of Genesis 5. The earliest of these works is the product

of the third century B.C.E.
eschatology: Doctrine of the end (or end times). Eschatology includes tne
notions of life after death, resurrection, the final judgment, national resto-
ration, messianic deliverance, etc.

Fourth Ezra: Also called Second Esdras, an apocalypse now in the Apocry-
pha written shortly after the destruction of the temple in 70 C.E.

haburah: Literally “fellowship’ or “‘association,” a group of pietists whose
regulations are detailed in rabbinic literature. The members of the group
punctiliously observed the laws of purity and tithes, and may have had a
connection with the Pharisees.

Hellenistic period: The period from 334 B.C.E., the conquest of Persia by
Alexander the Great, to the rise of the Maccabees in the 160s B.C.E.

Josephus: A Jewish historian of the first century c.E., whose works are our
major sources for the history of the latter part of the second temple period.
The Jewish War, completed in the early 80s c.E., treats Jewish history from
the rise of the Maccabees to the fall of Masada in 73/4 c.E. The Jewish
Antiquities was completed in 93/4 C.E.; its first part paraphrases the Bible,
its second surveys the second temple period from Hellenistic times to the
eve of the revolt of 66 c.E. The Against Apion, completed around 100 c.E.,
is an apology for Judaism and an attack on anti-Judaism.

Maccabees: The dynasty founded by Mattathias the Hasmonean and his
son Judah the Maccabee, which ruled the Jews from the 160s B.C.E. to 63
B.C.E., when the Romans entered Jerusalem.

Mishnah: Literally “repetition,” a book of legal statements on various
topics produced by the rabbis of the second century C.E. and edited by
Judah the Patriarch. The book is arranged in six divisions; each division
contains tractates. Any individual paragraph of the Mishnah is also called
Mishnah.

Palestine: Literally, “the land of the Philistines,” the name given by the
Romans to the land of Judea after the defeat of Bar Kokhba in 135 c.E. In
this book, ““Palestine’” and “‘the land of Israel” are synonymous.

Persian period: From 539 B.C.E., the conquest of Babylonia by Cyrus the
Great, king of Persia, until 334 B.c.E., the conquest of Persia by Alexander
the Great.

Philo: An Alexandrian Jew of the first half of the first century C.E., best
known for his numerous and lengthy commentaries and essays on the

Torah, especially Genesis.

politeuma: An autonomous ethnic community within a Greek city.
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TY Prayer: A prayer that js recited to fulfill an obligation to pray.
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i is used to designate rabbinic
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ings). The Hebrew Bible or Old Testament. , N
tannaim: Literally “teachers” (or “repeaters”), thet ltalZdls S
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Targum (plur. Targumim): A translation of scripture into Ara 1 ‘. N
theodicy: Literally “‘divine justice,” Fhe doc.trir'les glat s:sl(; to explain why
a good and powerful God allows evil to exist in the w; :bl _—
Torah: Literally “instruction,” the first five books of the Bible.
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