Introduction.
Crime prevention has numerous different meanings to different people, and it can be difficult to establish one defined meaning of it. Crime prevention has been described previously as ‘’anticipation, recognition and appraisal of a crime risk and the initiative of some action to remove it’’ (The National Crime Prevention Unit, 1978). In the UK it has previously been acknowledged that the discussion of crime prevention is the domineering ‘expert’ example for acquiring the knowledge to best decrease crime rates (Jones et al, 1994). Crime prevention theories along with applied strategies will examine and research into potential offenders, so that could be adults and young people at risk, it will also look at the potential victims such as neighbours, communities etc and will look at the potential places where crimes may take place. It would also look at reasons for crime such as poverty, the absence of opportunities and inequality. In simpler terms it is any form of practise which has proven results to reduce crime and how without this practise there would be a significant increase in criminal activity. It is altogether a vital approach to decrease crime and is largely encouraged by the public. By increasing research and evidence it will allow for advancing the knowledge of what strategy is successful which will then overall create a safer society. To have a functional crime prevention strategy, the strategy must be diverse and constructed to take into consideration the wide range of crimes that take place and the diverse and range of criminals along with the crimes. 

Theories and strategies. 
The rise in crime increases when the opportunity to commit a crime is widely open. By removing the opportunity then the chance of a crime being committed is being prevented or reduced. There are various theories and strategies that focus on one area for preventing crime. Due to the variation in crimes and criminals having just one theory, for example having only the criminal justice theory would not be adequate. As such crimes could involve being impulsive, being emotional or even intoxicated using just one strategy would not always have the best outcome. Some of the other theories that are needed when trying to reduce crime would include developmental prevention which would focus on blocking the growth of criminal activity and allowing for better life choices to be made (Tremblay and Craig 1995; Farrington and Welsh 2007). Evidence shows that elements such as neglect, abnormal behaviour from parents and disturbance to the family home that are around young children are significant risk factors to difficult behaviour later in life (Sutton and Cherney, 2002). Community prevention will look at ways in changing the social and physical environment such as family, friends, clubs etc that would have any form of influence (Hope 1995). Community and social prevention would involve such programmes as drop in youth centres, employment programmes and leisure programmes. Situational prevention which would look at reducing the development of opportunities for crimes to be committed (Clarke 1995b; Cornish and Clarke 2003). The idea of situational crime prevention was evolved to begin with in the 1980’s by Ronald Clark. It was suggested by Clarke (1992) that the best way to prevent crime is to apply strategies that would make it increasingly harder for criminal to commit a crime. And in addiction to that we then have the criminal justice prevention. This means of strategy tends to focus on rehabilitative strategies performed by organizations from the criminal justice system (Blumstein, Cohen, and Nagin 1978; MacKenzie 2006). This strategy would work alongside professionals such as the police, prisons, prosecution and working with legal aid. 

What Works?
When looking at the situational prevention approach for preventing crime there are numerous ways that can be used to do this. Some of these strategies include expanding the use of CCTV, using electronic alarms, security monitoring, public area monitoring, neighbourhood watch, improving the street lighting and heightening physical barriers. This approach tends to be widely popular due to the effectiveness of the strategy and which can be done at a moderately low cost. 
Using CCTV as an example, looking at the overall evidence it does suggest that using CCTV does reduce and prevent crime. For every one hundred crimes there is an average of fifty one crimes that were prevented in car parks and also an overall average of nineteen crimes prevented within the UK just from the use of CCTV. This goes to show that CCTV is the most effective when used in car park like settings, it can prevent any trespassing, burglaries and any other form of anti-social behaviour. It is also the most effective within the UK (National Council for Crime Prevention, 2007). CCTV has been known to be widely effective in reducing vehicle crime by at least 50% and in addition to this it can also be a very cost effective way rather than such things as live patrolling which could be expensive.
Looking at the neighbourhood watch strategy; the purpose of this strategy is to prevent or reduce crime by actively involving the community. This first came about in 1960 in the US but is now hugely popular within the UK. Neighbourhood watch allows for increasing awareness on any suspicious activity, decrease the chance of any opportunity for crime due to residents making awareness of their occupancy in their homes, increasing community cohesion and enabling communication between the public and the police. Having a neighbourhood watch strategy in place allows for the advantage of crime prevention surveys to take place that provides information involving criminal behaviour. The British crime survey suggested that approximately over a quarter of households within England and Wales were part of a neighbourhood watch (Sims, 2001). A meta-analysis review which involved eighteen high standard studies found that neighbourhood watch contributed to a 16% reduction in crime across communities (Bennett et al, 2006). According to a review by the college of policing, neighbourhood watch has been found to be affective in both underprivileged communities and wealthy areas. The review also found evidence that this strategy was found to be as productive alongside the latest ideas along with the strategies designed previously. With this information taken into consideration, neighbourhood watch is continuing to prove it is a successful tool when it involves preventing or reducing the risk of crime. 

An example of where situational prevention strategy works is the Port authority bus terminal in New York. There were numerous opportunities for crimes to take place at this location due to the mediocre design. By re designing the whole environment and taking away the opportunities for crime such as the toilets where there were dealings of drugs and luggage being taken, it resulted in a large reduction in crime being committed in this environment (Felson, 1998). The redesign of this port allowed for a safer environment socially and physically.  

What doesn’t work?
When comparing strategies and looking at what doesn’t work, looking at the criminal justice prevention theory, it doesn’t have the most impact in reducing or preventing crime. Using strategies such as the ‘scared straight’ programme which involves children or young people visiting a prison and experiencing first-hand what life would be like in prison. This strategy was believed to have the impact of children and young people making better life choices. There was no concept for this strategy that would indicate where this might work or have any sort of beneficial impact. There isn’t enough evidence to suggest that this sort of strategy is in any way constructive in reducing or preventing crime. Another strategy that is in line with the criminal justice theory that has been found to have no significant impact on reducing or preventing crime is providing young offenders with aftercare. This would be based around allowing the individual to get settled back in their community and could also include further factors such as monitoring and counselling. There have been two studies which found that this form of aftercare had a notable rise in reoffending and twenty-five studies found that it had no impact at all. Over all it was found that aftercare programmes involving youth offenders had not had a differential effect. 

EMMIE
The EMMIE framework was designed to collect evidence based around five vital areas. This framework will concentrate around the areas of the effect of the involvement, the mechanisms on how it is going to work, the moderate effectiveness, implementation issues and the economic cost (Johnson et al, 2015). When applying EMMIE to any of the crime prevention theories it will allow for results to be based on other aspects of the theory such as the cost for example rather than basing it solely on the outcome of the result. Using CCTV as an example, one area of the EMMIE framework that works well with preventing crime around the use of CCTV is the mechanisms area of the framework. It has been reported that there are possibly nine mechanisms which can reduce crime by installing CCTV within car parks (Tilley, 1993). This could range from cautioning possible offenders by increasing the awareness or encouraging vehicle owners to take extra safety steps such as ensuring doors and windows are locked and valuables are removed from the car. The EMMIE framework will also work well with the neighbourhood watch strategy. Numerous areas of the framework will provide information on how effective this strategy may be, such as the economic cost of having a neighbourhood watch and the mechanisms on how this action will work. By having this action in place, it is contributing to the mechanisms of the strategy by increasing the risk that likely offenders will be caught by the police. 

Conclusion.
Crime has a huge impact on the standard of life, not just for the offender but for their surroundings, their family and also the community. From this information It can be seen that crime prevention theories and strategies play a huge part in the overall prevention or reduction of crime. Due to the variety of crimes that are taking place and which are evolving over time, constant research into what strategies will have the best outcome is of the upmost importance. It appears that the situational approach to preventing crime seems to be the most affective and is used majority of the time. With the evidence that has been shown, the use of CCTV and also the neighbourhood watch has had a positive impact in reducing crime. When looking at the criminal justice theory it does not always appear to be the best solution to the issue and has little positive impact when it comes to the reduction or prevention in crime. By following the five vital areas of the EMMIE framework when creating strategies, it gives the best opportunity to collect the evidence needed to allow these strategies to be successful when applied.  
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