Dear Sir/Madame
I am writing to offer my advice on how Swansea council can best meet the requirements of the wellbeing of future generations (Wales) act of 2015 (henceforth referred to as WBFG act).  As we know, this act demands that we strive to consider the long-term outcomes of policy in terms of Wales’ social, cultural, environmental and economic wellbeing (Future generations commissioner for Wales, 2020). With this being the first act of its kind, and thus, with the eyes of the international community upon us (Future generations commissioner for Wales, 2020), I think you would agree that it is our duty to fulfil our obligations to it as best we can in order to establish Wales as a successful and pioneering country with Swansea at the forefront of that success.
I would first like to take the opportunity to commend the council on its decision to pursue the Swansea bay tidal lagoon project despite the refusal of funding from both the UK and Welsh governments (BBC, 2018) and suggest that it should remain the number one priority of the council above other engagements due to its embodiment of the WBFG act as a whole. I would begin to illustrate this by referencing the environmental benefit we would see from the generation of renewable energy. Figures state that the energy produced by the turbines in the lagoon would suffice to power 153,146 households per annum (Tidal lagoon power, n.d a) which equates to nearly 150 percent of households in Swansea (Swansea council, 2018). This means that not only could Swansea’s homes be powered by 100 percent renewable energy, but also that surplus energy could be sold to neighbouring authorities. This would align Swansea with the WBFG act in at least 3 of it’s goals, those being; “A prosperous Wales” and “A globally responsible Wales”, in that direct action is taken in reducing the carbon footprint of Swansea through the production of renewable energy and also, “A Wales of cohesive communities”, in that we may provide a means for our neighbouring communities to share in our success (Welsh government, 2015). 
I feel it would be pertinent here to reference the wider tidal lagoon scheme proposed along the coastline of south Wales at sites in Newport and Cardiff along with Colwyn Bay in the north (Tidal lagoon power, n.d a). I see here an opportunity to further secure “A Wales of cohesive communities” with the Cardiff site alone having the capacity to power nearly 1.5 million homes a year (Tidal lagoon power, n.d a) which equates to more than 100 percent of all homes in Wales (Swansea council, 2018). This network of renewable power stations would give Swansea an opportunity to be part of a collective enterprise providing clean energy across Wales with the ability to sell surplus energy across the UK which not only fulfils our own commitment to the WBFG act, but also passively allows our neighbouring communities in England, Scotland and Northern Ireland to join us in our obligations. My main concern with the proposed lagoon in Swansea is that the plans equate to a power output ten times less than that of the Cardiff lagoon (Tidal lagoon power, n.d a). Considering that both lagoons would operate on the same tidal reach, would it not be viable to look into increasing the proposed power output of the Swansea lagoon so that we may take the fullest advantage of our geography and the clean energy we can produce to maximise our commitment to the goals of the WBFG act?
Furthermore, the tidal lagoon project provides us with an opportunity to create a diverse aquaculture zone within the confines of the lagoon which will not only be beneficial to the aquatic environment of Swansea bay but also provide an opportunity for local businesses to develop and prosper (Tidal lagoon power, n.d b). A marked decline in the abundance of cockles in the Burry estuary (BBC, 2017) illustrates the need for action to be taken in order to support local businesses such as Selwyn’s of Penclawdd and the rejuvenation of aquatic life within Swansea bay would aid this. The aquaculture zone in the lagoon would be a fantastic realisation of the goal of “A resilient Wales” in that we would be enhancing and nurturing our environment and biodiversity whilst further contributing to sustainable job production and retainment in the area. In addition to this, the proposed partnership of the lagoon with 176 local schools colleges and universities (Tidal lagoon power, n.d b) provides an exceptional opportunity for the promotion and education of local heritage with the cockle industry having been part of Swansea’s culture and local cuisine for centuries (Slow food, 2020). This partnership would successfully abide by the WBFG act’s goal of “A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language”.
I see it fitting here to object to the council’s consideration of the construction of 10,000 homes within the lagoon’s perimeter (Weston, 2019). Whilst I understand the need for housing development within the city and the need to seek alternative sources of funding for the lagoon, I feel that a village in the centre of the lagoon would negate our ability to use it as a resource to promote power generation and Welsh cultural identity thus diminishing our ability to achieve the aforementioned goals of the WBFG act. With the lagoon only spanning 11,500 metres squared (Tidal lagoon power, n.d c), 10,000 homes within the structure would take up a considerable amount of room that could otherwise be allocated to previously discussed initiatives. Furthermore, A human population living within the lagoon may have detrimental effects on the environment through inadequate waste disposal and noise pollution among other environmental hazards associated with human populations. It is my view that, upon reflecting on the council’s own assessment of local wellbeing (SPSB, 2018), more of the council’s self-identified wellbeing outcomes can be met if it’s plans for more housing do not encroach on the lagoons ability to provide economic, educational, cultural and environmental wellbeing. Therefore, I would urge the council to consider other means of funding to ensure that, once built, other opportunities the lagoon provides for the wellbeing of future generations are not squandered.
 A further point I would like to make regarding the lagoon and the WBFG act is that this is a project which is predicted to have lasting benefits for 120 years (Tidal lagoon power, n.d d). I raise this point in light of the future generations commissioner for Wales’ advice to Swansea council regarding it’s short sightedness in it’s goals. The commissioner highlights that Swansea’s well being plan looks only 7 years into the future and offers her advice which is to look 25-35 years ahead (Howe, 2017). Thus, surely you would agree that the tidal lagoon would be an exemplary manifestation of Swansea’s commitment to future generations and a flagship project evidencing our commitment to the long-term essence of the WBFG act?
Whilst I have stressed my opinion of the importance of the tidal lagoon project and it’s benefit in terms of the WBFG act, I would like to digress slightly and move my focus towards accessibility. With huge investment being made in Swansea through the proposed lagoon along with the Swansea bay city deal, I would like to highlight what is a concentration of resources on a very small area of the council’s jurisdiction. I heartily applaud the plans for developments such as the life-science and wellbeing campus at Swansea University and the Swansea city and waterfront digital district (Swansea bay city deal, n.d a) which will be a realisation of the council’s objectives 1 and 3 (Howe, 2017). I would further comment on the nature of the Swansea bay city deal having developments in our neighbouring counties such as the life science and wellbeing village planned for Llanelli. I commend this project not only on its planned provision of state of the art care facilities which will provide for generations of elderly people to come (Swansea bay city deal n.d b), but also on it’s embodiment of the goal of “A Wales of cohesive communities” with developments within the deal spanning 4 counties of south west Wales (Swansea bay city deal, n.d c).
 I would argue, however, that Swansea council’s objective 4 (Howe, 2017), “strong communities”, is overlooked within Swansea itself due the concentration of these developments within the confines of the city centre. It would be my suggestion to you that the council addresses issues with the public transportation system within the wider Swansea area so that these benefits may be felt by all residents of the county and achieve the objective of empowering communities and enabling a sense of pride and belonging (Howe, 2017). I would begin by focusing this point around the WBFG act’s goal of “A prosperous Wales”, particularly it’s attention to a low carbon society (Welsh government, 2015). In an attempt to reduce congestion in and out of the city centre, I argue that the council should pursue the reinstation of the historic Mumbles train. As the first passenger railway line in the world (Swansea Museum, 2020), there is no doubt that its legacy is one to be proud of and a reincarnation of it would be a sure way of realising the WBFG act’s goal of “A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language” (Welsh government, 2015). Furthermore, the train would greatly ease the traffic between Mumbles and the city centre which is often at a standstill during rush hours particularly on sunny summer days. I would urge the council to recreate this railway in it’s electric manifestation of 1929 (Swansea Museum, 2020) and consider the possibility of powering it with electricity produced by the tidal lagoon so as to provide a zero emissions mode of transportation between Mumbles and Swansea so that it may operate in line with the low carbon commitment of “A prosperous Wales” (Welsh government 2015). This route would further provide access links to proposed recreational developments along Swansea bay such as the skatepark at Blackpill (Williams, 2019) which would additionally help to realise the goal of “A healthier Wales” by linking sporting facilities into the wider web of developments in the city. I would further suggest that the council looks into linking the mumbles train route with the former railway line through Clyne country park (Swansea council, 2019) at a junction in Blackpill. A full expansion of this network would provide an opportunity to establish a zero emissions link between Gowerton and the city centre along the existing cycle path (Swansea council, 2019) which would further contribute to “A prosperous Wales” whilst also providing a link to Gowerton railway station and thus, links to the wider Swansea bay city deal projects in Carmarthen, Pembrokeshire and Neath-Port Talbot (Swansea bay city deal, n.d c) further contributing to “A Wales of cohesive communities” (Welsh government, 2015)
I hope the council will consider my advice and conclude that establishing a coherent network of projects in Swansea and across south Wales with our neighbouring counties will be beneficial to realising the goals of the WBFG act. To pursue the creation of the tidal lagoon will allow the city to provide clean energy whilst nurturing new and existing businesses and supporting our local heritage. This project alone will meet the requirements of the WBFG act in it’s goals of “A prosperous Wales”, “A resilient Wales” and “A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language”. Furthermore, the construction of viable transport links around the city will help to realise the goal of “A Wales of cohesive communities” along with the opportunity to exhibit the rich history of Swansea through the rejuvenation of the Mumbles train, further reaching towards the goal of “A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language”.  
I hope we see eye to eye on the importance of living up to the obligations of the WBFG act and how we must strive to create future projects with its aims in mind.
Sincerely
	Luke Reimnitz
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