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[bookmark: _GoBack]1.Using examples, assess the role, function, success and recent developments of National Parks in the UK. 
National Parks are places that have been designated for the nations people because of their world class natural beauty and special qualities, inspiring people for over a century. There are fifteen designated national parks spread out over the UK. Ten are in England with three in Wales and two in Scotland.
The notion of National Parks began in the early 19th century when romantic poets such as Byron, Keats and Wordsworth began writing about the beauty of the ‘untamed ‘wild landscape. Wordsworth famously claims the Lake District as “a sort of national property, in which every man has a right and interest who has an eye to perceive and a heart to enjoy” (National Parks UK 2021).
James Bryce introduces the ‘freedom to roam’ bill in 1894 which although was not successful started the road to greater countryside access. Industrialisation and the growth of towns and cities saw an increase in demand to the countryside in the 2oth century. The 1930’s were a pivotal point in the creation of the national parks as conflict between landowners and the public demanding greater access to the landscape reached a boiling point. In 1932 the ‘mass trespass’ on Kinder Scout in the Peak District took place leading a revolution to greater access to the countryside. In 1936 a group of leisure seekers and conservationists set up a voluntary committee to put forward the need for National Parks to the government. Ongoing pressure on the government up to 1949 along with the new vision of a better post war Britain for the nation providing greater opportunities for recreation, led to the creation of the first National park in the Peak District in 1951 (National Parks UK 2021). The early national parks comprised mainly of uplands of which 81% was predominantly privately owned by farmers. So public access was encouraged but still restricted. In 1977 the council for national parks (CNP) was established giving the voluntary sector a voice to protect and conserve the parks (House 2021).
Although the national parks were originally primarily set up to provide outdoor recreational spaces for the nation, their role has changed over the years. In 1995 the Environment act brought two new purposes to the National Parks which were ‘to conserve an enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage’ and ‘to promote opportunities for the public understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities of the parks’. The ‘Stanford Principle’ stated that where there was a conflict between the two purposes, then the first should prevail over the second. The only National Park this did not apply to was the Broads which has three purposes set out in the Broads act 1988(Llewelyn 2002). This provided greater protection for the countryside and the wildlife within these boundaries as they were now protected by the law of the government. That does not mean though that they do not come under pressure of the modern life such as traffic and people congestion, increasing consumption of natural resources and modern farming practices. The government now want the role of the national parks to be leaders in sustainable development. They are well placed to do this as they can create bylaws to enforce the changes needed to achieve these goals. The Parks come under government departments such as The Department of Environment, food, and Rural Affairs (DEFRA)in England and Natural Resources Wales (NRW) in Wales, which together with the CNP and their members and other Nongovernmental, organisations (NGO’s) help to deliver the policies put in place to manage National Parks (House 2021).
The fact is that National Parks are many things to many people and will continue to be now and into the future. They are places for living and working and a place to retain landscape and cultural heritage and there will always be conflict present within the tensions between these varying existences. The establishment of the first goldmine in Scotland brought about economic benefit from the resources of the land but may come at a cost of preservation and conservation (BBC 2011). And Access may come at a cost of the working and living residence and vice versa. An example being the confrontation over green lanes in the Peak District (BBC 2012).
With so many factors of management to consider the policies governing these parks need to change with the times and in 2018 the government commissioned an independent report into the management of National Parks in England and what could be done better. This brings us to the current situation where the proposals for National Parks are that they have a unified approach, listen to the people living and working in the parks and provide them with opportunities. New area’s for protection is to be proposed and reforming farming practices to give nature a helping hand. And there is to be more encouragement of first-time visitors, diversity, and encouragement of visiting these landscapes to improve health and wellbeing (Julian Glover 2019). What this report is really saying is that the governance of these beautiful natural places requires a deeper understanding of what makes the work for all and that in a time when people are busier than ever, National Parks should still be there as a place to escape the trails of modern life as they were when established in 1951. 
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7. “The principles of good governance are crucial to good environmental conservation” (Hume, 2020: 38). 
 
Describe and examine the principles of good governance concerning environmental conservation. 

Governance is “the process of decision making and the process by which decisions are made” (UNESCAP 2014).
Governance is an overarching decision-making process for the state which considers the private sector and civil society. All three elements are essential for sustainable human development, but because all three have strengths and weaknesses, good governance is a balanced interaction between all three promoting and efficient political and legal system through the state. Providing jobs through the private sector and generating political and social interaction through civil society (House 2020).
There are three main levels of governance which are supranatural being the likes of the European Union (EU) which would govern the national states within its membership. These nations would then in urn govern their regional and local areas. The governance of the nation's states would vary around the world and would there for result in varying approaches and success to implementation of managing conservation efforts. The subsidiarity principle comes in to play here where nation states are left to make the decisions closest to their citizens and that constant checks are made effective than the actions taken by the nation states (EUR-Lex 2020).
Environmental governance is the application of the system above to uphold sustainability on political ecology as the main consideration for managing political, social, and economic activities of humans. And often uses alternative methods of systems of governance to cover the wide range of activities, for example water shed management (Nutshell 2005).
The principles of good environmental governance include the need to be participatory through institutions or representatives. To provide information and the right of free association and expression. It requires a fair legal framework that can be enforced impartially. The decision-making process needs to follow rules and regulations and information must be freely accessible, understandable, and available on appropriate media formats. It requires a reasonable response time to stakeholders considers the broad interests of the whole community when making decisions, while including vulnerable and minority groups. Results must be produced meeting the needs of society applying the best use of resources available, using sustainable methods to protect the environment. And lastly it must be accountable to those who’s decisions they will affect (UNITAR 2017). The absence of, or lack of clarity in these principles can lead to implementation deficit.
There are four key elements when implementing good governance to the success of a project. Awareness- to take a thorough contextual assessment prior to decision making, while encouraging a sense of ownership and responsibility and increasing access and transparency to information used in assessments backed up by science and evidence. Empowerment – to integrate opportunities to enhance the lives of people living in poverty and to make use of the power of institutionalisation. Coordination – to enhance partnerships and networks and to share a common understanding of the key activity aims in to the mainstream. Enforcement – to ensure effective exercise of legal power and to monitor the project to ensure a continued commitment and to assess for adaption needed to arising circumstances (House 2020).
An example of good environmental governance is the water governance of Mount Kenya. An awareness was raised that there were many challenges to getting the water distributed to all the communities in the water basin who needed it. This was due to shortages of water through changes in seasonal rainfall and not less rainfall and an increasing population that used the water at different levels down the mountain. The project empowered people to solve these problems by getting them involved from the very start of research. It helped coordinate 25 different communities and different tribes to come together and discuss the issues they were facing and how they could solve them leading to a decrease in conflict between communities. This led to a change in the policy of community-based water governance and enabled the continued commitment to the project. As this was a challenging project with many factors there was room for error and the chance of implementation deficit. Through not enough research or not including all the community groups that lived in the water basin. Which would have led to conflict between the excluded groups leaving then feeling unempowered and jeopardising the whole project. This shows the importance of the thorough implementation of the Enironmental governance which is usually employed to deal with complex projects that require multiple systems to ensure a good outcome for all involved (National Geographic 2020).
Environmental issues have become increasingly important on a global scale which makes international environmental governance necessary. As some of the concerns affecting the global community (such as climate change) can only be confronted through cooperation of organisations and countries. Organisations such as the United Nations Environmental Agency (UNEA) being one. An example of a successful campaign of the countries coming together to solve a global problem was the Montreal Protocol. It was adopted in 1987 to reduce the release of substances that depleted the Ozone layer and is the only treaty approved by all countries on earth, 198 UN state members (UN 2020).
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5.Using examples, describe and reflect on the role of Non Governmental influence on environmental conservation. 

Non-Governmental organisations (NGO’s) are defined as non-profit entities independent of government influence though they may receive government funding (Candid 2020).(Jackson 2017) said the “for conservation to be successful, NGOs must be apparent". NGOs have an influential role to play in environmental conservation which covers a wide range of different challenges which need to be approached from more than one angle. They come in diverse sizes and work in diverse ways to achieve their aims.
They are active in the role of research, protection, and aid in environmental conservation. Some of the most influential NGO’s are: -
Conservation International (CI) 
Greenpeace
Heifer International
The Nature Conservancy (TNC)
Sierra club
World wildlife Fund (WWF)
The NGO’s above deal specifically with conserving nature, biodiversity and Protecting and wilderness. Helping to pass key environmental legislation to protect Air and water quality. Species conservation, sustainable agriculture, climate change and protect natural wealth (house 2020)
The Royal family can be considered as an NGO and there is an argument that what they do for environmental conservation are seen both from a good and bad perspective. On the good side they Educate, take lead on significant issues, raise awareness and they have money and a platform at their disposal to develop projects and raise awareness such as the Earth Shot Prize the Queens canopy and the African parks project. They also recognise they are part of the problem. Which leads us onto the bad points. The energy they consume for their large residences and the private flights all over the world.
NGOs are important because they have their own agenda.

