
[image: TSD_logo2010]
Undergraduate assignment feedback form
(to be completed by marker)


	Student Name: Declan Lennon


	Module Code: 
HPHI 4002
Module title: 
Writing History
	Student number: 1703779

	For completion by marker:
Comments:












	Marker’s signature:
	Date:

	Provisional mark: 
NB.  All marks are provisional until confirmed by the final examination board. 


Coursework Component 2: ‘Article’ review - Marc Bloch - Feudal Society

[bookmark: _GoBack]La Société Féodale was written in 1939 by renowned French social historian Marc Bloch prior to being translated from French to English by L.A. Manyon and published in 1962 by Routledge & Kegan Paul Ltd and reprinted in 1967.  With this article being translated from French to English the accuracy of the translation must be taken into consideration, it’s possible that details and phrases may not have a literal or straight forward translation from French to English. We must also take into consideration the change in language from when the book was first written to when it was translated and how the change in language over time could be misinterpreted.
The author Marc Bloch is a well-regarded Historian, with Denys Hay referring to Bloch as one of the greatest historians of modern times.[footnoteRef:1] Marc Bloch is regarded as a Social Historian and we can further this stating he specialised in the Social History of France, with works  including “Pour Une Histoire Comparee Des Societes Europeennes” and “the Ile de France”.  Bloch was introduced to history from a young age with his father being a classic historian who lectured on history in universities throughout France, Bloch followed in his footsteps and went on to study history in university himself. During his academic discipline Bloch went to Germany and was acquainted with Harnack who introduced him to Religion.[footnoteRef:2] Being introduced to this along with Marc Bloch’s admiration of sociologist Emile Durkheim are argued to be the main influences of his work.[footnoteRef:3] The event in Bloch’s life that Katherine Stirling believes had an effect on his work is the French Anti-Semitism that took place around the time he was born and through his childhood.[footnoteRef:4] However other historians have argued that the primary influence on his style of writing and his views on politics, society and culture was the fact he served in the First World War. This was because “Bloch found himself in a world where differences were settled not by words but by bullets”.[footnoteRef:5] His work subsequently changed after the First World War; this is highlighted in publications including ‘Souvenirs de Guerre’ and the book being reviewed in this essay; ‘Feudal Society’. [1:  Denys Hay, Annalists and Historians: Western Historiography from the VIIIth to the XVIIIth Century (Abingdon: Routledge, 2016 [1977]), P. 169.]  [2:  Bryce Lyon, ‘Marc Bloch: Historian’ French Historical Studies, Vol. 15, No. 2 (Autumn, 1987), P. 198.]  [3:  Katherine Stirling, ‘Rereading Marc Bloch: The Life and Works of a Visionary Modernist’ History Compass, Vol. 5, No. 2(March 2007), P. 527.]  [4:  Stirling, ‘Rerearding Marc Bloch’ History Compass, P. 527.]  [5:  Lyon, ‘Marc Bloch’ French Historical Studies, P. 198.] 

The topics covered in the book ‘Feudal Society’ is the Feudalism period in Europe as well as touching on feudalism in Japan and China. It discusses the characteristics of European feudalism however, it prioritises and mainly focuses on feudalism in France, and when discussing other countries or areas such as England, Japan and China it only does so as a comparison to France.[footnoteRef:6] The book states that a major feature of medieval feudalism was the fact that people were recognised for wealth and not on how feudal the society appeared or acted.[footnoteRef:7] It gives feudalism in Europe the following characteristics; it did not rely purely on family relations (e.g. inheritance) however kinship did play an active part, the weakening of the state defensively, it was the outcome of aggressive disintegration of older societies, an unequal society – poor people suffered “rigorous economic subjection to a few powerful men”.[footnoteRef:8] Within the text Bloch touches on the origins of feudalism and discusses the manorial system and states that it was first present when the word Vassal was widely used.[footnoteRef:9] A topic that Bloch argues is that although the majority of areas in Europe were feudal, some were not, these included regions such as Ireland, Frisia and Scandinavia.[footnoteRef:10]  [6:  Marc Bloch, Feudal Society, trans. By L.A. Manyon (London, Routledge & Kegan Paul Ltd, 1967 [1962]), P.448]  [7:  Bloch, Feudal Society,  P.442]  [8:  Bloch, Feudal Society, P. 443]  [9:  Bloch, Feudal Society, P. 442]  [10:  Bloch, Feudal Society, P. 445] 

In the book Marc Bloch refers to Montesquieu and Voltaire, two French writers from the enlightenment period.[footnoteRef:11] He also sources Voltaire and George Lefebvre the latter being a renowned French Historian who’s work on the French Revolution and peasant life has been highly regarded. Bloch also refers to Benjamin Geurard and Jacques Flach in the book. All these sources and references have a decidedly French theme which reinforces the point made previously that this book is written with the viewpoint of French feudalism. [11:  John Kent, “The Enlightenment”, Companion encyclopaedia of Theology, ed. By Peter Burn and Prof. Leslie Houlden 2002 (London, Routledge, 1995), P. 251] 

Feudal Society is a difficult book to read with long sentences containing extravagant language for example: “How many Polemists since then have held up to public obloquy the ‘feudalism’ of bankers or industrialists!”.[footnoteRef:12] The genre of the book falls into two categories of history, its falls into Social History due to the fact the piece discusses the social construct of feudalism. The book also falls into the category of Medieval history due to the period that the book discusses. The writer uses a selection of secondary and primary sources throughout the piece of work. [12:  Bloch, Feudal Society, P. 442] 


The publication of Feudal Society is more than a history book, it provides the reader with an analysis of a historical period. On Page 447 Bloch states that he wrote the book to pose questions and aims to assist students and scholars in exploring the subject further he said “I should be happy if this book, by suggesting questions to students, were to prepare the way for an inquiry going far beyond it”.[footnoteRef:13] The intended readership also has an impact on how the text is interpreted due to the fact its writing style is of a highly academic level which non-scholars would find difficult to understand and therefore not grasp what Bloch is trying to communicate to the reader. [13:  Bloch, Feudal Society, P. 447. ] 


In conclusion this piece of literature mainly looks at the feudalism in Europe (concentrating on France) with smaller views to Asian countries also. The article leaves room for further research into whether other countries have been through a feudalistic period by future scholars. Overall my perspective of the piece is that it is difficult to read, deconstruct and takes several attempts at reading to fully understand due to the language used. However, it is a well written piece that is inclusive of a high standard of sources and a well thought out analysis of feudalism. Word Count 1098
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