Commentary on one short textual extract:
(1250 words)

Gesta Normannorum
Chapter 10: Rollo sees the town of Rouen and determines to settle there in fulfilment of his dream-vision, Dudo of St Quentin
Thus in the eight hundred seventy sixth year from the lord's incarnation, noble Rollo, forsaking the bed of the River Schelde on the advice of his fideles, launched his sails before the ship-bearing winds and came by ship to Jumièges, having traversed the deep where the cerulean whirlpool of the Seine, flowing with its crystal-clear courses and lapping the fragrant grasses of its elevated banks and, going to the open main of the inundating sea, discharges itself, and is often repelled, according to the intervals of the moon, by a more swollen billow of the sea itself. And seeing the monastery of Saint Peter and reckoning the place to be holy and embellished with abodes of monkish habitation, he hesitated to linger there, but steered his ships to the other side of the river, to the chapel of Saint Vedast, and he placed upon the altar of Saint Vedast the body of a certain virgin, Hameltrude by name, which he had carried there with him, and a name from the virgin's name has forever stuck to this chapel. And that place is called at Saint Hameltrude by the residents. Thus the inhabitants of Rouen, poor men and destitute merchants, and the dwellers in that region, hearing that a plentiful multitude of Normans was at Jumièges, came of one mind to Bishop Franco of Rouen, in order to take counsel about what to do. But Franco immediately sent to Rollo, that he might give a guarantee of safety to himself and to those abiding in the district. Truly Rollo, ascertaining that there lingered in the town and in its territory none except a defenceless mass, gave the bishop a guarantee of safety on the strength of his own assurance. And then, pursuing a course of navigation beneficial to himself, he came to Rouen and secured his ships, plentifully furnished with a very large warband, at the gate which is connected to the church of Saint Martin. Moreover, coming down off the ship and surveying the town at a swift pace, he saw its monuments laid in ruins, and large stones torn away from sanctuaries, churches shaken from their foundations and walls smashed on every side, and a small and defenceless band, and he began to be perplexed in spirit. And to fasten his sight in sole contemplation, recalling the vision which he had had beyond the sea.

APOSTROPHE

Oh Rollo, mighty duke and most superior leader,
Through Christ’s gift this town will flourish under your leadership,
It will be built at a future time, once the realm has been calmed by peace,
Once the Franks have been devoured by war, and the populace broken.
Behold the mount of the church where you kept seeing yourself rejoice,
Behold here the font of the bath where you were cleansed of leprosy.
This fatherland is to be built by your followers, themselves renewed in the font.
To the peoples in that town you will give laws and alliances
And rights likewise, with the fear of strict penalty.
Marvellously, then, in the coming time of your descendants
Fierce ages will grow tame, wars having been banished, 
And ungodly fury, sitting on its arms, will challenge no one
With its cry, the strength of ungodliness having been undone.
Rather, let the fierce wolf graze at the same time in the sheep's field.

Dudo of St Quentin was a Norman historian, and the Dean of St Quentin who wrote the Gesta Normannorum. The Gesta Normannorum is a chronical of the history of the Normans which was written between the years 996 AD and 1015 AD. The words Gesta Normannorum translate to the Deeds of the Normans.
The audience for the writings within the Gesta Normannorum would have been limited by education, those literate at the time would have included the clergy, the warrior and noble class. The chronicle would have provided the Normans with a document to increase their legitimacy and position in the eyes of the higher classes in the society that they were trying to build. By the time this chronical was written a couple of generations had passed since Rollo had first set foot on French soil.
The Gesta Normannorum was commissioned by Duke Richard I and as such it could be inferred that there is a level of bias. Dudo would have wanted to please the Duke, therefore he would have glorified the Normans and focused on their good deeds. One description of Dudo’s Gesta Normannorum which indicates a perception of the way in which the chronical was written is as follows, ‘like the finest of the Norse sagas and heroic histories, a lineage-story that would be overlaid with a significant pattern’ (Searle, E, 1983). This is an interesting way of describing the works, it acknowledges the potential bias behind the writing and how that could lead to the chronicle being akin to Norse sagas rather than based in accurate historic facts. Even though there could be some bias in the passage I am focusing on and the Gesta Normannorum as a whole, they are also important documents which discuss the early history of the Vikings arriving in France. This document has been a useful source for historians to reference when attempting to understand the early years of the Normans.
The text looks to be presented in a mixture of verse and prose which could be interpreted as being the style of writing for this period.
[bookmark: _Hlk69048326]In the opening section of chapter 10, documenting Rollo’s entry into Rouen there is a description of the state of the town when he arrived, ‘its monuments laid in ruins, and large stones torn away from sanctuaries, churches shaken from their foundations and walls smashed on every side’. The area had been devastated by previous Viking raids along the river Seine. The churches had been abandoned after the Viking raids and had not been used for half a century in some places. It could be reasonably argued that the fear of further raids and the memory of the pillaging and violence of previous attacks at the hands of the Vikings played a large part in the mindset of religious followers and their decision not to return to their places of worship. Members of the clergy would also have been lost during these raids, having either been taken prisoner or killed therefore, they would have needed to be replaced.  Rollo was given this land in order to prevent further Viking raids, clearly it could be assumed that this was a strategic tactic following the assumption that he would either defend the land and send his countrymen home or they would settle peacefully alongside him. ‘Charles hoped that these vikings, blessed with land and the salvation of Christianity, would keep their pagan brethren away from the Seine and away from Paris.’ (Albu, E., 2001.) This passage confirms the idea that the handing over of land was an attempt to protect the land along the river Seine and the key asset of Paris from further Viking attacks. Rollo did protect Rouen and the Seine most of the time but did sometimes allow Viking raiders to pass.
In the verse glorifying Rollo, there is mention of how the land formerly belonging to France came into the hands of the Vikings led by Rollo. The town of Rouen is referred to as having been given by God rather than the true account of the land being given by King Charles the Simple of France. The passage states that ‘Through Christ’s gift this town will flourish under your leadership’, clearly the very mention of God in such a way in respect of a pagan group of peoples is aimed at some form of appeasement in an attempt to offer some legitimacy to the Norse men to be increased as they are almost being labelled by Dudo as Gods chosen rulers of the land which would become Normandy. 
[bookmark: _Hlk69235883]Throughout the verse there are references to Christianity and the church, linking Rollo the formerly pagan Viking to the religion of his awarded land including the line that reads, ‘the font of the bath where you were cleansed of leprosy.’ This has links with the bible and the story Jesus Heals Ten Men With Leprosy. The line seems to reference the idea of being washed clean and leaving the past behind, it could be argued that the pagan beliefs and past that Rollo was fully embedded in are what needed cleansing and as such this was symbolic of him leaving his past as a Viking and a pagan and being baptised into the Christian faith.
In the verse there is a use of animals to symbolise the different groups of people within Normandy, ‘let the fierce wolf graze at the same time in the sheep's field.’ The wolf in this line is most likely referring to the Norse men whilst the sheep would be referring to the local inhabitants of Rouen and the surrounding area. This could be symbolic of the natures of the two groups with the Norse men being seen as dangerous and the French population being seen as vulnerable and endangered by the close proximity of the Vikings.
In conclusion, the Gesta Normannorum is a piece of historic literature which has both uses and bias. As a basis for understanding a specific period in history it is useful as it is one of the first records by someone who lived through the time and had access to first-hand accounts. There seems to be both praise for the Normans and subtle messages about the nature of the Normans being still akin to their Viking past and possibly dangerous among the French locals. In chapter 10 Rollo is heavily praised and glorified as having gone to Rouen peacefully and assured good will to the locals, it portrays Rollo as peaceful and a good man, possibly neglecting to mention the less positive parts of his nature and actions. Altogether it is a text which can be read as a historically accurate document as long as it is not solely relied on to provide the facts of the early Norman period. 
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