Evidence-Based Policing Model Report 
Explore an Evidence-Based Policing (EBP) Model and its application in problem-solving within a policing context.[image: ](Thomas, Wales Online, 2017)
Nathan Lloyd (2404571)
BMPL4016




Contents page 

Cover page……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………0
Content page………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..1
Introduction………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….2
Main Body ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….2-4
Conclusion……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………4
Reference List………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….5-7













INTRODUCTION
There are many types of Evidence-based policing. These include receiving data to improve problem solving, develop and share learning, and developing officers (such as staff, volunteers) knowledge in the subject. This report will discuss: evidence-based policing, which is the understanding of how to use evidence to help with police policies; Problem-Oriented policing, which is the acknowledgment of crime and helping to prevent it, by using their own experiences to determine the outcome or to decide what to do next. Neighbourhood policing, which is police officers helping the community to help prevent crime, all collaborating with the community to know that Officers are there to help them and make them feel safe. Broken Window Theory, which is a sign of criminal activity. James Q. Wilson and George L. Kelling invented this theory. This report will discuss the relations between these subjects and how they link together and impact each other using EBP (Hales, Blue Force Learning, 2021).

MAIN BODY

Inspired by the medical field's evidence-based movement, Lawrence Sherman presented evidence-based policing as "a new paradigm for police improvement and for public safety" in the late 1990s (Klose, V18, P95, 2024) To make better and more equitable decisions about the use of police resources, Lawrence Sherman and others at the Institute of Criminology created evidence-based policing, or EBP (University of Cambridge, 2021). Evidence-based Policing entails utilising the most reliable evidence to inform and scrutinise policing policies, procedures, and choices. Everyone can apply an EBP method in law enforcement. Working together with academics and other partners can help support it (College of Policing, 2024). There are various strengths and weaknesses of evidence-based policing. One example of the strengths and benefits would be enhanced decision-making, which encourages the application of rigorous analysis and empirical data, resulting in better-informed and more successful policing tactics. Police departments can improve public safety by implementing initiatives that have been shown to be effective by relying on strong evidence. Another example would be the continuous improvements by pushing police forces to stay current with the most recent research findings and cultivating a culture of continuous improvement, EBP encourages constant evaluation and adaptation. Another example would be increased accountability and transparency by adopting evidence-based procedures, which helps police departments develop an accountable culture. Research-supported decisions are easier to examine and defend, which increases public confidence (College of Policing, 2024). Examples of weaknesses would be resource intensiveness as some underfunded departments may find it difficult to devote the substantial resources necessary for conducting thorough research and ongoing reviews (Hales, The Police Foundation, 2014). There are also potential biases in evidence-based policing as proof that is produced could be faulty if the research data is biased or lacking. Reliance on past crime statistics, for example, may reinforce preexisting biases and result in the disproportionate targeting of particular communities (Dodd, The Guardian, 2025). There are multiple reasons why evidence-based policing is important and is used throughout the Police Force in the Uk, EBP makes it possible to use scarce resources more strategically and effectively by identifying effective practices, guaranteeing that efforts are focused on interventions that produce the best results (College of Policing, 2025). Before Evidence Based Policing, there was Problem Oriented Policing (POP), which Herman Goldstein first proposed in 1979, pushes police to find and deal with the root causes of persistent crime and disorder problems. This proactive strategy entails examining certain issues to create specialised preventative and remediation plans. By using their own experiences and opinions, police officers would think from past experiences to handle a task instead of looking at new ways and different ways to approach a task (Bullock, Et al, vol. 23, 2022). A part of evidence-based policing is neighbourhood policing, the goal of neighbourhood policing is to improve everyone's quality of life and safety in the communities they serve. By collaborating closely with residents and applying a variety of problem-solving techniques to local problems, neighbourhood police officers seek to establish themselves as a reliable presence in the neighbourhood. Local communities can see and reach neighbourhood teams, which give the service a recognisable face (Join the Police, 2025). James Q. Wilson and George Kelling put forth the academic idea known as the "broken windows theory" in 1982. It claims that obvious indications of disorder and misbehaviour in a setting serve as a catalyst for additional disorder and misbehaviour, which in turn can result in significant crimes. According to the hypothesis, significant crimes are linked to disorder and rudeness in a community. The broken windows serve as a metaphor for any obvious indication of chaos in an unmaintained space (McKee, 2024). In 2017 Quantitative and Spatial Criminology Research Group, Nottingham Trent University and East Midlands Policing Academic Collaboration (EMPAC) ordered the creation of a customised Community Engagement Area Classification for the East Midlands at the Lower Layer Setup Output Area (LSOA) level. A geographic hierarchy called Super Output Area was created to enhance the way small area data are reported in England and Wales. The average population of lower layer Super Output Areas (LSOAs) is approximately 1500. The Delivery of this was that using the Community Engagement Area Classification tool predicted if an area is engagement “poor” or engagement “rich”. (College of Policing, 2021). Although existing area designations are frequently utilised by police departments to guide policy decisions, none of them specifically address the degree of community involvement. Police departments should be able to more precisely target their community involvement efforts with the help of a classification of community engagement areas. UK police forces can more efficiently deploy resources, solve particular local needs, and build deeper relationships with various populations by precisely targeting community participation initiatives through a classification of community engagement zones. (College of Policing, 2021). Neighbourhood policing in the UK has developed to strike a balance between community requirements and the Broken Windows Theory's tenets. In order to foster a sense of ownership and group effectiveness in preventing crime, initiatives frequently involve working with locals to identify and address problems that contribute to disorder. This strategy acknowledges that fostering solid community ties is just as vital to lowering crime as upholding order. (Northeastern Global News, 2025). People are more inclined to report crimes and offer useful information when they have faith in the police, which results in more efficient policing (Department of Justice, 2016). Through cooperative partnerships, police and communities can jointly identify and resolve local problems, leading to proactive approaches to crime prevention (Government Events, 2024). If communities feel connected to the police and feel they can trust them, then it enables policing by consent by allowing the police to do their jobs they might even phone up if they see anything suspicious or illegal to help the police. (Home Office: Policing by consent, 2012). Some areas where neighbourhood policing would have been welcomed would be when the Metropolitan Police failed to identify a single suspect in investigations of neighbourhood crimes, including car crimes, burglaries, and theft of phones and bikes, in more than 160 areas between 2021 and 2023, according to an analysis. Offenders feel encouraged by apparent lack of police intervention, which has resulted in blantant criminal behaviours due to the lack of effective investigation. The Police watchdog called these neighbourhoods’ zero-detection rate “not acceptable”. If neighbourhood policing was put in place then the criminals may have stayed away as any police presence is enough to deter someone from doing something illegal, without thinking of the consequences first. (The Independent, 2024).


CONCLUSION 
To conclude, the Neighbourhood Policing Programme's key takeaway is that effective implementation is necessary for neighbourhood policing to have any chance of success. It can boost public trust, promote legal compliance, and, above all, secure police legitimacy if carried out justly and with respect (Longstaff, et al, 2015). The Broken Windows Theory and neighbourhood policing in the UK are related because they both place a strong focus on dealing with minor issues to deter more major crimes. Although the theory has impacted policing tactics, its application is still evolving in response to community input and research findings to provide a well-rounded approach to public safety (Wilson, Kelling, 2025). Instead of replacing POP, EBP has improved its use by offering a strong framework for assessing how well problem-solving techniques work (Bullock Et al, 2022).
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