The Well-Tempered Reader: Renaissance Poetics
The Lyric Poetry of Drayton, Campion, Daniel, Jonson, and Shakespeare
Suggested Further Reading

Section I
Anthologies of Renaissance Lyric Poetry
The Penguin Book of Renaissance Verse 1509-1659, selected with an introduction by David Norbrook, ed. by H.R. Woudhuysen. London: Penguin, 1993; repr. 2005 [821.308]. 
In this anthology, the poems are arranged thematically. The manner in which anthologies arrange poems encourages the reader to think about those poems in particular directions, thereby helping to shape their interpretation. In The Penguin Book of Renaissance Verse, poems are arranged thematically, whereas other anthologies might arrange them chronologically and/or by author. ‘Coverage is given to poems concerned with topical religious and political issues of the day as well as with the perennial lyric themes […].’ (Preface) Additionally the anthology does not aim ‘to achieve timelessness’ (Preface), thereby distinguishing it from some anthologies, like Palgrave’s The Golden Treasury, the aim of which was to gather poems that are stylistically and substantially ‘true in all ages’.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Cited in The Penguin Book of Renaissance Verse 1509-1659, selected with an introduction by David Norbrook, ed. by H.R. Woudhuysen (London: Penguin, 1993), p. xxi.] 

The point of this historicizing approach is not to reduce the poem’s meaning to a single, limited context: […]. But to read poems in their social and ideological contexts, as parts of a social process rather than static objects, is often to gain dimensions of meaning that are lost in a homogenizing, timeless approach. Moreover, those contexts are themselves not fixed and static: they are historical processes in which we are still involved in our own time, and our understanding of the contexts will be heavily influenced by our own point of view. […] To read historically is not to reduce texts to a dead past but to heighten our awareness of the complex transactions between past and present that occur whenever we read a text […].[footnoteRef:2] [2:  The Penguin Book of Renaissance Verse 1509-1659, Preface, pp. xxi-xxii.] 

The following anthologies are recommended for comparison:
Ault, Norman, ed.. Elizabethan Lyrics: From the Original Texts. London: Longmans, 1925; 2nd edn, 1928; 3rd edn, 1949, repr. New York: Capricorn, 1960, repr. “4th edn”, 1966; new edn, London: Faber, 1986. Ault arranges the poems by the date on which they became publicly known. Please note that this anthology covers the period only to 1620. Its companion volume may be found below.
Ault, Norman, ed. Seventeenth-Century Lyrics: From the Original Texts. London: Longmans, 1928; repr. 1950.
Hollander, John, and Frank Kermode, eds. The Literature of Renaissance England, The Oxford Anthology of English Literature series. London: Oxford University Press, 1973 [OR] Hollander, John, and Frank Kermode, eds. The Oxford Anthology of English Literature, I: The Middle Ages through the Eighteenth Century. London: Oxford University Press, 1973. In this anthology, under “Elizabethan Song and Lyric”, the poems are arranged by author.
Wu, Duncan, Renaissance Poetry, Blackwell essential literature series (Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2002)	821.3 REN
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Works on More Than One Author &
Works on Core, Particular, and Subsidiary Topics
Adamson, Sylvia, Gavin Alexander, and Katrin Ettenhuber. Renaissance Figures of Speech. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009
Alexander, Gavin. Writing after Sidney: The Literary Response to Sir Philip Sidney, 1586-1640. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010	 [Electronic Resource: Oxford Scholarship Online]
Baker, Moira P. ‘The Uncanny Stranger on Display: The Female Body in Sixteenth and Seventeenth Century Love Poetry’. South Atlantic Review, 56 (1991), 7-25 [Electronic Resource: JSTOR]
Brewster, Scott. Lyric, New Critical Idiom series. Abingdon: Routledge, 2009	
Daems, J. Seventeenth-Century Literature and Culture: A Student Guide. Continuum, 2007
Empson, William. Some Versions of Pastoral: A Study of the Pastoral Form in Literature. London: Chatto & Windus, 1935; 1950; repr. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1966
Falco, Raphael. Conceived Presences: Literary Genealogy in Renaissance England. Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 1994
Fowler, Alastair. ‘Elizabethan Conceits: Spenser, Sidney and Drayton’ (1975). In Elizabethan Poetry: Lyrical and Narrative, A Casebook. Ed. by Gerald Hammond. London and Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1984. Extract from: Alastair Fowler. Conceitful Thought: The Interpretation of English Renaissance Poems. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1975, pp. 87-103
Grundy, Joan. The Spenserian Poets: A Study in Elizabethan and Jacobean Poetry. London: Edward Arnold, 1969
Hammond, Gerald. Elizabethan Poetry: Lyrical and Narrative, A Casebook. London and Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1984
Hobsbaum, Philip. Metre, Rhythm and Verse Form. New York: Routledge, 1996
Hudson, Hoyt Hopewell. The Epigram in the English Renaissance. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1947; repr. New York: Octagon, 1966
Javitch, Daniel, Poetry and Courtliness in Renaissance England (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, c. 1978)	821.3 JAV
Johnson, Paula, Form and Transformation in Music and Poetry of the English Renaissance (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1972)	821.3 JOH
Kay, Dennis. Melodious Tears: The English Funeral Elegy from Spenser to Milton. Oxford: Clarendon, 1990
Kennedy, David. Elegy, New Critical Idiom series. Abingdon: Routledge, 2007
Lever, J.W. (Julius Walter). The Elizabethan Love Sonnet. London: Methuen, 1956
Low, Anthony, Aspects of Subjectivity: Society and Individuality from the Middle Ages to Shakespeare and Milton. Pittsburgh, Pa.: Duquesne University Press, 2003
Lund, Mary Ann, Melancholy, Medicine and Religion in Early Modern England. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, c. 2010
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Wynne-Davies, Marion. Sidney to Milton, 1580-1660. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2003

Section III
Works on Individual Authors
Michael Drayton
Hardin, Richard F. Michael Drayton and the Passing of Elizabethan England. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1973
Hebel, J. William, ed. The Works of Michael Drayton, 6 vols. Oxford: Blackwell for the Shakespeare Head Press, 1961
Hunter, William B., Jr., ed. The English Spenserians: The Poetry of Giles Fletcher, George Wither, Michael Drayton, Phineas Fletcher and Henry More. Salt Lake City, Utah: University of Utah Press, 1977
Marotti, Arthur. ‘“Love Is Not Love,” Elizabethan Sonnet Sequences and the Social Order’. ELH: Journal of English Literary History, 49 (1982)
Tillotson, Kathleen. ‘The Language of Drayton’s Shepheards Garland’. The Review of English Studies, 13 (1937), 272-81 [Electronic Resource: JSTOR]

Thomas Campion & Samuel Daniel
Eliot, T.S. ‘On Campion and Daniel’ (1932). ). In Elizabethan Poetry: Lyrical and Narrative, A Casebook. Ed. by Gerald Hammond. London and Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1984 [Carm: 821.3 ELI (Ham) Extract from: T.S. Eliot. The Use of Poetry and the Use of Criticism: Studies in the Relation of Criticism to Poetry in England. London: Faber, 1964; repr. 1985
Hollander, John. ‘The Case of Campion’ (1975). In Elizabethan Poetry: Lyrical and Narrative, A Casebook. Ed. by Gerald Hammond. London and Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1984
Irwin, John T. ‘Thomas Campion and the Musical Emblem’. Studies in English Literature, 1500-1900, 10 (1970), 121-41
Seronsy, Cecil. C. ‘Well-Languaged Daniel: A Reconsideration’. The Modern Language Review, 52 (1957), 481-97
Short, R.W. ‘The Metrical Theory and Practice of Thomas Campion’. PMLA, 59 (1944), 1003-1018
Smith, Hallett. ‘Poetry for Music: Thomas Campion’ (1966). ). In Elizabethan Poetry: Lyrical and Narrative, A Casebook. Ed. by Gerald Hammond. London and Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1984 
Thomson, Patricia. ‘Sonnet 15 of Samuel Daniel’s Delia: A Petrarchan Imitation’. Comparative Literature, 17 (1965), 151-57 [Electronic Resource: JSTOR]

Ben Jonson
Blisset, William, R.W. Van Fossen and Julian Patrick, eds. A Celebration of Ben Jonson. Toronto & Buffalo: University of Toronto Press, 1973
Jonson, Ben. The Complete Poems. Ed. by George Parfitt. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1988
___. Poems. Ed. by Ian Donaldson. London: Oxford University Press, 1975 
___. ‘Epigrams’ and ‘The Forest’. Ed. by Richard Dutton. Manchester: Carcanet, 1984 
Kay, W. David. Ben Jonson: A Literary Life, Macmillan Literary Lives series. London: Macmillan, 1995
Leggatt, Alexander. Ben Jonson: His Vision and His Art. London: Methuen, 1981
Maclean, Hugh, ed. Ben Jonson and the Cavalier Poets: Authoritative Texts, Criticism. London: W.W. Norton, 1974
McCanles, Michael. Jonsonian Discriminations: The Humanist Poet and the Praise of True Nobility. London: University of Toronto Press, 1992
Nichols, J.G. The Poetry of Ben Jonson. London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1969
Peterson, Richard S. Imitation and Praise in the Poems of Ben Jonson. New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1981
Scodel, Joshua. ‘Genre and Occasion in Jonson’s “On My First Sonne”’. Studies in Philology, 86 (1989), 235-59
Smith, Barbara. The Women of Ben Jonson’s Poetry: Female Representations in the Non-Dramatic Work. Aldershot: Scolar, 1995
Womack, Peter. Ben Jonson, Rereading Literature series. Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1986

William Shakespeare
Booth, Stephen. An Essay on Shakespeare’s Sonnets. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1969 
___, ed. with analytical commentary. Shakespeare’s Sonnets. New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1977
___ New Haven: Yale Nota Bene, 2000, c. 1977
Evans, G. Blakemore, ed. The Sonnets. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996
Huttar, Charles A., ‘The Christian Basis of Shakespeare’s Sonnet 146’, Shakespeare Quarterly, Vol. 19, No. 4 (Autumn, 1968), pp. 355-365 [JSTOR.]
Iyengar, Sujata, Shakespeare’s Medical Language: A Dictionary. Continuum Shakespeare dictionary series. London: Continuum, c. 2011
Jones, Peter, ed. Shakespeare: The Sonnets, A Casebook. London: Macmillan, 1977
Kinney, Arthur F., The Oxford Handbook of Shakespeare. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012
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Post, Jonathan F.S., The Oxford Handbook of Shakespeare’s Poetry. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013
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