



Exhibition - Black Power
My exhibition will be based on ‘Black Power’ and how black people still struggle to gain their rights in today’s day and age. This is a debate in the UK that is still ongoing, and some may argue that discrimination towards black people is on the rise now more than ever. In 2020, the Black Lives Matter movement started after George Floyd, a black American man, was wrongfully murdered by three white police officers in Minneapolis, Minnesota. “Mr. Floyd was unconscious and pinned beneath three white police officers, showing no signs of life” (Hill, Tiefenthaler, Triebert, Jordan, Willis and Stein, 2020). What happened obviously caused uproar, and many protests arose following this during the COVID-19 period. In June 2020, just a month after George Floyds tragic death, the statue of enslaver Edward Colston was toppled and dumped into Bristol city’s harbour. In the six months after this, there was many tributes such as memorials, statues and plaques devoted to enslavers and colonialists. 
This is important to be discussed today, as racial abuse and neglect towards the black community is still very much an issue. I believe it’s something that should’ve been left in the 1800’s when the slave trade was abolished, but sadly it still goes on, and modern-day slavery and discrimination towards black people isn’t a topic to be taken lightly.  
The exhibition will be outlining the brutality of the cause, and how it still goes on today. I also want to use the exhibition space to celebrate some of the beautiful art that came from tragic eras such as the slave trade, the Black Lives Matter movement and many more. I’m interested in studying the works of artists in the black community and want to study art that can be used to educate more people on the matter. 
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Fig 1. Glynn Vivian Art Gallery, Swansea
Source: Authors photograph (13 February 2024)


The exhibition will be held in the Glynn Vivian Art Gallery in Swansea, which is a locally run art gallery in the city centre. Their belief is that everyone should have the freedom to enjoy art and be creative if they wish to be, “Everyone is very welcome. We believe that art and creativity should be available for everybody, regardless of age, gender, race, disability, religious beliefs or sexual orientation” (Glyn Vivian, 2024). This resonates with my theme perfectly, and is exactly what I want for my exhibition, I want anyone to be able to walk in and just enjoy the art and the history of where it originated from discrimination free. 


Benny Andrews, Afro American, (1972)
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Fig 2. Benny Andrews, Afro American (1972)
Source: https://www.artnet.com/artists/benny-andrews/2

Benny Andrews (b. November 13, 1930) was an African American painter born into a sharecropper slave trade in Plainville, Georgia. His parents pushed him to carry on with this art from an early age as they saw he had a pure and natural talent; they taught him it was important to express himself through creative mediums and education. Despite a rough start to his early education, Andrews managed to graduate high school in 1948 and then enlisted in the US Air Force. He served with the air force from 1950-1954. Andrews was lucky enough to use his military earnings to attend the Art Institute of Chicago after leaving the Air force and developed his style through observation and perspective. (Artnet, 2024). He’s a “self-described peoples painter” (Rosenfeld, 2024), and liked to focus his work on the struggles he faced growing up, and the struggles and everyday occurrences he saw other people go through whilst living on the sharecropper farm. Since his passing in 2006, his work has gone on to be featured in many exhibitions and is still successful to this day. 
Christopher J. Lebron, ‘The Making of Black Lives Matter: a brief history of an idea’ (2023)
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Fig 3. Christopher J. Lebron, ‘The Making of Black Lives Matter: a brief history of an idea’, (1 June 2023)
Source: https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/The_Making_of_Black_Lives_Matter/LBK3EAAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=0

Christopher J. Lebron is the Associate Professor of Philosophy at Johns Hopkins Krieger school of arts and sciences in Baltimore. His specialties are ‘political philosophy, social theory, democratic ethics and the philosophy of race ‘(John’s Hopkins, 2024). ‘The Making of Black Lives Matter’ is the second book that he’s written, and he has managed to portray a condensed and intellectual history of the Black Lives Matter movement and educates us on its relevancy today. The book highlights the work of successful black public speakers such as Frederick Douglass, Ida B. Wells, Langston Hughes and Martin Luther King Jr. in the book, Lebron speaks about how it feels to assert dominance over the Black Lives Matter movement, especially when faced with urban instances of anti-black law enforcement. In an interview, Lebron stated when asked what the main goal of the book was that he wanted to bring “an intellectual past into conversation with a political present” (Lebron, 2017). 
Peter DeVito, (2020)
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Fig 4. Peter DeVito, (2020). ‘Black Lives Matter Journal Entries’.
Source: https://www.peterdevito.com

Peter DeVito is an American photographer based in New York. He mostly studies portraiture with an inclusion for all different types of models. He first gained popularity on social media in 2018 when he began posting his shoots for acne normalisation and they went viral. This is because he creates content that is exclusive and relatable to everyday issues that occur to ‘normal people’. DeVito has continued to create shoots with models who ‘He feels are not represented enough in the fashion/beauty industry and in the media in general.’ (DeVito, 2024) With his work, his main goal is to create challenges against society’s high beauty standards and wats to make everyone feel included. For this project, DeVito took journal entries of models from different ethnic backgrounds, and used what they had said to represent how they felt about the Black Lives Matter movement that was taking place at that time (June 2020). The models from the shoot gained major popularity from this online and felt moved to have been a part of such an important project. 

Krippahne and Joo, ‘Black Lives Matter: Short Film’ (2021)
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Fig 5. Black Lives Matter: Short Film’ (2021)
Source: https://www.commarts.com/exhibit/black-lives-matter-short-film
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Fig 6. Black Lives Matter: Short Film’ (2021)
Source: https://www.commarts.com/exhibit/black-lives-matter-short-film

The directors and writers of the short film ‘Black lives matter: a short film’ originally just wanted to raise awareness on the harsh reality of racism, but after starting the movie they realised that numbers were dropping drastically from Black Lives Matter protest in 2021. They wanted to raise awareness on this in a hope that it urges people to join in, to gain crowds and boost morale to fight back against racism and anti-black laws “We want people to confront their privilege, understand it and do something about it. Silence is violence.” (Krippahne and Joo, 2021)

Melissa Koby (2021)
[image: Black Artists Capture Black Lives Matter — Onyx Magazine ...]
Fig 7. Melissa Koby’s artwork, Melissa Koby (2021)
Source: https://www.instagram.com/p/CBGD6sqposv/ 

Melissa Koby is a Jamaican born illustrative artist, based in Tampa Florida. She began her artistic career by sharing her artwork on Instagram during the COVID-19 lockdown period, coherent to the Black Lives Matter movement, and has flourished since then. Her work focuses on celebrating black women, black culture and the rise of black power, aiming to boost morale during a time where the Black Lives Matter movement was relevant, her artwork was empowering and was shared all over social media platforms. She stated when asked about the artwork that she wanted to ‘create visuals that made people feel good, if only for the seconds they look at them’ (Koby, 2021).

Black Power Exhibition – Floor Plan
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The reason I chose to have the exhibition set out in this way, is because I want it to seem overpowering. I want people to take an interest, have time to read the work and admire, whilst also educating themselves on the topic. I feel that most people don’t know enough about how much of a big issue black discrimination is, so I’d want all the artworks to include an explanation alongside, hence why I have spaced it out amongst 2 floors. I also want room 3 to include some seating alongside the short film, so that people feel they have time to stop and pay attention to what is said, and to also give the directors and writers the credit they deserve for making the film. For room 2 on level 0, it would be nice alongside Lebron’s work if headsets were included, playing snippets of the script of the book, as well as a few copies of the paperback itself. 
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