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CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT
[bookmark: _Int_b1k6yCgv]Introduction: In this assignment, am going to talk about the Peter Connelly case. A case of a 17-month-old baby that was beaten up in so many occasions. given some bruises all over his body, I will be defining Child abuse, and Child neglect, also discusses a bit of his family background mention some of the health professionals, and the agency that were involved. Furthermore, gives some recommendations and state what the agency, and the health professional lack

Child Abuse
Is defined as the persistent failure of the parent or caregiver to provide for the child’s physical, emotional, educational, and medical needs, which can result in evolving delay, physical and psychological harm. Radford, L. et al. (2011).
Child Neglect
                                                     
Child neglect is a form of abuse, an act of parent or caregivers that result in depriving a child of them basic needs, such as the failure to provide adequate supervision, healthcare, clothing, or housing, as well as other physical, emotional, social, educational, and safety needs. Home Office, (2011).
   
   Peter Connelly signs of abuse began in December 2006, a month after Baker moved in 
At the time of his death, Peter (he was seventeen months then), he was the main concern of a
 child protection plan. His name had been on Haringey’s child protection register under the Physical abuse and neglect since 22nd December 2006. Lees, (2000)
According to the report, on 3rd of August 2007 he was found dead in his cot 48 hours after the doctor failed to have checked him concerning the injuries, Peter Connelly was in abuse for good eight months in which he suffered more than 50 injuries. His family had been seen 60 times by agencies, including social workers from the Council. London Child Protection (2007)




THE HEALTH PROFESSIONALS’ INVOVEMENT INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:
Fourteen recorded visits to the GP the last visit made on 26th July 2007.
[bookmark: _Int_GZvgLLyQ][bookmark: _Int_GuB5V2Rj]Five recorded visits by a health visitor then Baby p was seen at home last visit made on 2nd March 2nd, 2007, One recorded visit to the specialist child health service, where a consultant paediatrician saw Baby P in August 2007. The Lord Laming, (2009)
Six recorded visits to the health clinic last visit were on 18th of July 2007.
Two recorded visits to walk- incentres which was made on 19th July 2007.One recorded contact especially with the midwife this was made 21st March 2006. 
Nine recorded attendances by Baby P’s mother at Mellow Parenting session; but only five of these were with Baby P the last attendance was on19th July 2007.
Sixteen recorded contacts between Baby P’s mother and the primary mental health worker last visit were made on 5th July 2007.
Health professionals provide special services that protect diseases also deliver health service to the families and communities. In my view, all the health professional that attend to Peter Connelly have failed to do their job as a professional. The Gp should have been the whistle-blower against the mother from the onset, moreover, it was mentioned that the risk factor was identified but not always acted upon. London Safeguarding Children. (2007)

                                  



DURING THIS PERIOD, THE FOLLOWING AGENCIES WERE WITH PETER AND HIS FAMILY.
[bookmark: _Int_G0pitlGr]     Haringey’s children & young people’s service (CYPS). Conducting enquiries and subsequently implementing agreed child protection plan. 
    Haringey's Teaching Primary Care Trust (HPCT). Providing health visiting, general practice, PrimaryCare mental health and school nursing services and supporting the child protection plan 
Stroud, J. in European Social Work (Vol. 7 No. 3
[bookmark: _Int_LPT5ML8x][bookmark: _Int_wM9FUDzz][bookmark: _Int_Q4cbqzn6]  Whittington Hospital NHS (National Health Service) Trust. Providing A & E, outpatient, day patient and inpatient care and diagnostics including pathology and radiology. Preventing Child Neglect (2015).
  North Middlesex University Hospital (NMUH). Providing A & E, Ante- and Post-natal care.
     Great Ormond Street Hospital (GOSH). Providing on behalf of HEPCT Paediatric Medical Service in Haringey including the designated and named doctors for child protection and the Paediatric A & E and inpatient Service at (NMUH).
   Metropolitan Police Service (MPS). Working with and alongside the CYPS to justify investigate reported injuries to Peter. NSPCC Information Service, (2009).
     The Epic Trust and Family Welfare Association (FWA). Via The HART Service Offering Specific tenancy and Family Support using an Individual Support Plan.
      Two Haringey’s School
     Haringey’s Legal Service. Providing legal advice to CYPS.
The work of agency is to safeguard the welfare of children, to my mind, all organisation working with children does share same commitment so that they safeguard the children. But in the case of Peter Connelly none of these agencies considered to document nor share any relevant information to each other, Furthermore, raise concern about what is going on. also, the health visitor should have retained Peter Connelly in Great Ormond hospital for the continuity of his treatment
            Working together to Safeguarding Children Board (2006and 2015)
   
                       
                                                           
               






                              

                              WHATH THE AGENCY LACK

· They were lacking response to response their reasoning
· They were based on what the family told them 
· They were lacking thoroughness
· [bookmark: _Int_frk8Rvvl][bookmark: _Int_TkMgto8S][bookmark: _Int_lhC9gVk7]Insufficiently focussed on the child welfare. 
· Lack of communication 
Jones, et al (2016) indicate that poor communication leads to poor health care
                                                  


                                   
                         RECOMMENDATION

· The Local Authority should assure itself that all school trained in the practice associated with welfare. 
· Welfare and child protection should make sure they have clearer vision about their responsibilities in relation to all child matters. 
[bookmark: _Int_tKjvdLgb][bookmark: _Int_qiHCAzrD][bookmark: _Int_nIHtr0ch][bookmark: _Int_wKMabayb][bookmark: _Int_b3iue4o5][bookmark: _Int_Xw54zD9n][bookmark: _Int_NWYiQG15]All agencies given a family support service to children, should train them staff how to work in an approving role to the social worker who leads and coordinate the child protection plan. This also applies to agencies offering parenting programmes and to adult – focussed services. 
[bookmark: _Int_88yOlKaK][bookmark: _Int_M06BMhtN]                                       Saunders, H. (2004) 
· Appropriate training to be undertaken by the board of trusty.
· Unannounced/surprise visit should be put in place. This could give social worker a better idea of the background of what the child is going through. 
                                  HM Government (2006)  


            
                 CONCLUTION
                                      
In conclusion, it is observed that Peter Connelly has gone through a lot of abuse, at the time of his death, he was the main concern of the child protection plan. His name has been under Haringey’s child protection register under physical abuse and neglect since 22nd of December 2006.Althuogh, there are a lot of significant gabs remain to investigate. In this report, have indicate some recommendation and illustrate what they were lacking and gives advice, and better way of safeguarding our children. With excellent quality care, children can live well with their parent and carer
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