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Professional and Pedagogical Studies:
Leading the learning; what, how and why am I teaching















Task
Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to your experience in school showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle.




Targets for assignment
1. Proof-read work carefully to prevent punctuation errors
2. Extend topic research to be able to expand knowledge and understanding
3. Look at the assignment structure, making sure it is properly structured













“Pedagogy is about more than ‘teaching’ in the narrow sense of methods used in the classroom” (Professor Graham Donaldson, February 2015). According to Professor Donaldson a successful pedagogy “combines theoretical and practical knowledge and skills with fine judgement about what is required to promote effective learning in particular contexts” (Successful Futures Report, February 2015).

Over the course of the module I have become familiar with a wide range of findings and strategies which are interlinked and support the pedagogical principles of the ‘Successful Futures’ report. A large section of the module addressed the 6 different areas of learning (AoLE’s). This included learning a range of distinctive teaching strategies and familiarising lesson planning ready for PTE. Language, Literature and Communication (LLC) lectures were also a main focus area during the module. Key findings included various reading strategies, using literature as a tool for cross curricular subject areas and also lesson planning using a variety of different books and themes. To gain this knowledge of the different areas of learning I became familiar with the foundation phase framework. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The module also included the study as the foundation phase and its content. The Foundation Phase Framework on the Welsh Government Website describes the Foundation Phase as the “statutory curriculum for all three to seven year olds in Wales”. The module allowed me to conclude the framework has been designed to give children the best opportunity to pursue what they enjoy and inspire children in different areas of learning and experiences (AOLE). "It encourages children to be creative and imaginative, and makes learning more enjoyable and more effective’. Areas of the module suggested that the Foundations focuses on building on prior learning, children’s interests and also the importance role play has in learning.
As of 2022, a new curriculum will enter into the Primary school settings and will take over from the old curriculum. This is known as a curriculum reform. Back In 2015, Professor Graham Donaldson submitted the “Successful Futures’ report which has been carefully been written and chosen specifically by teachers to help practitioners to develop a more integrated approach to learning” (Hwb Cymru, January 2020). The new curriculum will consist of 4 main purposes which include setting out ambitious capable learners, enterprising creative contributors, ethical informed citizens and healthy confident individuals (Welsh Government). These four different purposes resulted in the development of six areas of learning (AOLs). The six areas will consist of Expressive Arts, Health and Wellbeing, Humanities, Language Literacy and Communication, Mathematics and Numeracy and finally Science and Technology.

Within this piece of writing I will identify three pedagogical principles and will aim to identify and evaluate areas containing strengths while also looking at areas of weakness while suggesting strategies for development within the principles. The principles I will identify and evaluate are- 1) Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching, 2) Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest, 3) Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience (Donaldson 2015:68).

                                                                                                
Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching (Successful Futures report, 2015). It is crucial within any classroom that lessons/ subjects are taught with an alternating blend of techniques and approaches. The reason in which this is important is that children learn and understand in different ways. This means it is important the teacher introduces a wide variety of teaching techniques to benefit the entire class. According to a report by TeacherHead, teaching techniques include; The use of white boards for an all student response, a variety of questioning techniques including random selection and cold calling, whole class feedback and the third time for excellence technique. White board lessons, questioning and whole class feedback are the main techniques of teaching within my placement classroom. 
Having a wide variety of teaching techniques and strategies has a significant beneficial factor for the child’s development. An EPIC board (Everyone Plans In Class) system is used throughout my placement school. An EPIC board is used to create an adult to teacher link and allows the children to provide suggestions and ideas of what they wish to learn/ find out on a topic. The class teacher then gathers their thoughts and plans sessions based on the children’s ideas. An example of my classes EPIC board can be found in the Appendix.
However, a blend of approaches can sometimes have its limitations. There is a possibility within the teaching environment that children can become overfilled with different strategies and techniques which can result in a plateau in development. According to the State University Educations department other limitations for team teaching for example include an increased demand on time and energy, longer group discussions and fatigue for pupils that do not thrive in this type of teaching.

Within a lecture based on Reggio Emilia, the following notes are based off a presentation from the lecture. Reggio Emilia is known for its magnificent blend of teaching techniques and strategy. Reggio Emilia is an area within Italy which is known for its remarkable approach to teaching. Due to the devasting events of the Second Word War, Psychologist Loris Malaguzzi created a number of schools to begin the reconstruction of Reggio Emilia. Within Reggio Emilia the environment is known as the ‘third teacher’. Information from a Reggio Emilia Education YouTube clip suggests that the characteristics of a typical Reggio Emilia schools include Natural light; natural and recycled materials, a calm environment, dedicated communication areas and an Atelier (Room with a full-time artist). One characteristic which I in particular find very interesting is that all internal walls within the schools have holes to encourage students to be wary and to want to know what is going on. The strengths of this Reggio Emilia environment include flexibility for the children to pursue a task they become interested in, no pressure from teachers, a wide variety of techniques and strategies used and also motivation and encouragement from teachers. Potential weaknesses regarding Reggio Emilia strategies include children becoming too far off task which hinders development within other areas of learning. 
Maria Montessori once wrote ‘the child can only be free when the adult becomes an acute observer’ (Linda Pound, 2007). Maria Montessori, famous for developing an approach for early childhood education observed that ‘education begins from birth which they are eager too learn’ (Linda Pound, 2007). Linda pound also suggests that Maria Montessori classrooms accommodate ‘children of mixed ages and is designed to meet children’s needs at periods when they are most interested and motivated’. 
The Montessori theory presents a range of different approaches to teaching and which contains a number of Montessori principles of education. These principles are in place to ‘support aspects of the children’s personal and social development’. Some approaches od the Montessori principles include education of daily livings skills; education of the senses, language development, number concepts and also science and the exploration of the wider world. 
Linda pound suggests that Maria Montessori’s method continues to be favoured around the world and ‘it is clearly structured and offers clear guidance to practitioners. With a world-renowned theorist suggesting that using a blend of approaches results in positive development, I feel that good teaching and learning does require a blend of approaches.


Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest. This ‘Successful Futures’ report by Professor Graham Donaldson suggests that all ‘children and young people arrive at school with different aspirations, interests and experiences. This suggests that using the same approaches will not work. ‘A one-size-fits-all approach to learning will not meet this wide range of needs’ (Successful Futures report, 2015). According to the Future Steps organisation, theorists Prosser and Trigwell believe good teaching consists of providing appropriate feedback, allow for student independence, provide a variety of opportunities for active learners and also to encourage interaction and collaboration between pupils.
The aim of the new curriculum is too ‘provide a context within which teachers can select teaching and learning approaches that build from one step to the next but that still provide significant freedom to offer engaging experiences that match their children and young people’s needs (Successful Futures report).
 Throughout my teaching experience I have experienced a wide variety of strategies and plans that are used to build on previous knowledge experience and engage interest. Within my class, all tasks are planned by both the teacher and pupils. This allows the teacher to build an understanding of what engages the pupil’s interests and how differentiation can be provided to build on previous knowledge. Lessons are often planned and set through the EPIC (Everyone Plans In Class) board where pupils can note what they want to learn about a topic. An image of my classes EPIC board can be found in the Appendix 1 and 2. An example of this through my PTE was a pupil requested to build a Celtic Roundhouse based on their recent school trip to Castell Henllys. The class teacher would then plan the session based off their previous experience of the trip and include differentiation for groups with different knowledge levels based on the topic. 
Children’s voice is an extremely important concept within the school and links to this particular pedagogy. ‘Involving them in decision-making can create meaningful change and better academic outcomes, as well as facilitating a sense of empowerment and inclusion (Heads Together, 2018). Having a Children’s voice in a school means committing to listening to wishes, views and experiences of a child. A text from Heads Together concludes that ‘placing value on what children tell school staff about their experiences and recognising that they are the experts on what it is like to be a child and a pupil in the school. 

There are many challenges facing Pupils voice within the school environment. Some of these challenges Included within the Pupils Voice website include pupils not having the confidence to express their opinion to members of staff, children feeling their opinion won’t make a difference and also a lack of advertisement means many children may be unaware of what a pupil’s voice is. Information from Knowledge Works (2018) suggests a handful of strategies including lifting up under-engaged voices, provide pupils with additional discussion time, allow for creative expression and also reward risk and recognize those who speak up. 

When planning a subject area at all ages of foundation phase, a planning model is followed and used to produce the best possible plan and structure to a lesson. ‘Planning for the classroom is an important part of educating and behavior management. ‘Proper classroom planning will keep you organized and on track while teaching, thus allowing you to teach more and manage less’ (Ministry of Education, Guyana, 2019). 
















Professor Graham Donaldson’s ‘successful future’ report states ‘Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience’. My experiences within the classroom environment have led me to believe that good teaching and learning can be displayed using a variety of different experiences which can enhance development and knowledge of different areas of learning. 
Within the ‘Successful Futures’ report, Professor Graham Donaldson introduced 6 new areas of learning which ‘should not be seen as watertight compartments but rather a means of organising the intentions for each child and young person’s learning, with decisions and plans for how these should translate into day-to-day activities taking place creatively at school level’ (Successful Futures report, 2015). The six areas of learning (AOLE) include; Science and Technology, Expressive Arts, Heath and Well-being, Mathematics and numeracy, Languages, Literacy and communications and also Humanities. An online video provided by the Welsh Government (2018) believes the six new areas of learning will be ‘Broad, balanced, Inclusive and challenging’ while also providing ‘a wide range of experiences and opportunities’. 
A variety of strategies and techniques are crucial to provide good teaching and learning across the different areas of learning and experiences. Forest schools is an organisation and strategy used throughout Primary education where ‘trained practitioners nurture learner-led exploration and discovery, nurturing meaningful experiences for positive lifelong impacts’ (Forest Schools 2019). In 2001 a lady named Sarah Blackwell founded Forest Schools education. She decided to fund this intervention after ‘discovering the incredible benefits of a long-term, learner lead education system’ (Forest Schools, 2019).
 For many years’ schools’ trips have become part of the school curriculum and provide an alternative strategy to teaching and learning within the classroom. An online source named ‘Equity School Travel’ suggests School trips can bring benefits to not only the pupil but the teacher and also the school. According to the source school trips will Increase motivation for a subject as ‘students felt they had a better understanding of what they were trying to learn’. Other benefits of a school trip suggested by the source include ‘Improved knowledge and understanding’ and also a positive increase in ‘Personal development’. 
   
During the course of my PTE 1, I became familiar with how schools use and include cross curricular activities and why the different areas of learning can be taught and presented using a wide variety of experiences. An example how my class in particular use the cross curricular platform was displayed during a particular numeracy lesson focusing on ‘more than and less than numbers’. The teacher planned to complete this lesson using the outdoor environment using a range of different sized logs and branches. Two pupils would then pick a number from a pack of cards while the other pupil of the group would create a crocodile (<>) sign using the materials provided. Their job was then to direct the sign in the correct direction according to the maths equation. A picture of this activity can be seen within Appendix 3. This displayed cross curricular links between various areas of learning including maths, expressive arts and also health and well-being.

Friedrich Froebel, a German theorist was known to express his ‘firm views on play and it’s place in child development’ (Lisa Pound, 2007). Froebel’s theory implies and suggests he believed his theory ‘fostered enjoyment, emotional well-being and was a fundamental source of benefit’ (Lisa Pound, 2007). Good teaching across the different areas of learning will include the use of cross curricular subjects including outdoor play. In 1818, Froebel moved to Prussia and that’s when he started to put his thoughts and theories into action. Lisa Pound also wrote that ‘Children between the age of one and seven would be encouraged to garden and to enjoy nature and the outdoors’. My recent experience within my PTE school has allowed me to realise the important impact Froebel’s theory and different schools around the world.

With good teaching and learning across a variety of AOLE’s and experiences comes strengths and also limitations. The strengths for development of Cross curricular activities through various AOLE’s include Flexibility, Promoting creativity and also Subject integrity and assessment. Barnes (2012) believes that Cross curricular learning is a powerful way to generate creative thinking.  Flexibility is considered a strength as there are no time restraints, meaning learning can range from a day up to a whole academic year.

Even though Cross curricular teaching has been deemed a success by many, the new teaching strategy does have its limitations. Some of these limitations include time and training, no national guidance and also assessment and planning. Barnes (2012) suggests that the majority of teachers have had limited experience of using cross curricular work whether it was as a pupil or during teacher training. Barnes (2012) also suggests assessment and planning as subject progression is hard to achieve with two subjects so would be near impossible to assess and plan for more than 3 subjects In one go.



In conclusion, when re-evaluating each principle, I feel that each pedagogy is a crucial part of the new curriculum and has its own role to play in order for the new curriculum to become successful.  
With the new curriculum coming into play in 2022, there are no doubt challenges and certain recommendations regarding moving to curriculum for Wales from the foundation phase framework. Challenges of this huge move include pupils needing extra guidance due to the new curriculum being pupil lead. This means teachers might be required conduct research on an area mentioned by a pupil due to the new strategy of teaching. Another challenge facing the new curriculum is the having the ability to focus on a certain area of learning in particular even if cross curricular learning comes into the lesson. This is important because including too many cross curricular links can overrule the original lesson focus/ area of learning. 

Throughout my first teaching experience I witnessed areas of the classroom and lessons that are already following the various pedagogical principles. It was evident throughout my PTE experience that schools are beginning to change the way they present and teach lessons. An example of this would be, the year 2 classroom I was placed in had an EPIC board where pupils could make suggestions of what they wanted to learn, whereas when I was a pupil I had no experience of this and we had to follow a specific curriculum. 

Taking into account the three principles and my time spent researching and on placement I feel that the criteria to make excellent practise is endless due to there always being something to improve. Some of the key criteria I feel will undeniably make excellent practise is suitable and reasonable use of cross curricular links to prevent confusion between the priority AOLE and the cross curricular AOLE. Extensive use of outdoor facilities is an important criterion to achieve excellent practise. Learning within the outdoor facilities can boost a pupil’s motivation for a topic and can help them to relate back to the area of learning later on in life due to a unique experience.
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Example of a Maths lesson being used In the outdoor setting. 
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