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A Study Guide for tourists who are exploring Berlin to visit German Jewish memorials and museums.
Purpose of Study Guide
The purpose of this handbook is to act as a guide for students who are studying religious studies or simply just have an interest in Jewish history. It will give key information regarding many locations within the vast beautiful city of Berlin which have a significance to Judaism. 
To make sure that the study guide is an effective guide for students visiting Berlin, it will contain a variety of different information regarding the locations that they would be attending on their visit. It will contain descriptions regarding the locations so that those who are visiting have plenty of background information prior to their visit. 
The study guide will also contain travel information for the students who are visiting so that they will have an easier time to navigate throughout the city of Berlin and to make sure that they arrive safely to these sites of importance within the German Jewish community. 
The city of Berlin is scattered with many Jewish memorials and museums open for the public to visit. The three main visits which I will be discussing in this study guide will be the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe, the Jewish Museum Berlin and the Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp which is located shortly outside of Berlin. 
Alongside the number of Jewish places of interest throughout the city of Berlin, there are a number of other historical places of importance for the students to visit which also hold a rich history of religion. For example this can be seen via the Berliner Dom (A Christian cathedral located on Museum Island).












[image: Denkmal fÃ¼r die Ermordeten Juden Europas | Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe Berlin  Germany]Located underneath the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe there is an information centre which is free for the public to enter, this year round exhibition is dedicated to providing detailed information regarding how the Nationalist Socialist party tried to exterminate the Jews of Europe. Due to security checks members of the public must have their bags checked and stored away in a cloakroom during the time of the exhibition.
Information Center
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The Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe is one of the most popular tourist destinations located in the city of Berlin. It can be found in the government district located in central Berlin, this is a short distance to other popular tourist destinations such as the Reichstag building (This is the building in which the German assembly will meet and discuss politics) and the famous Brandenburg Gate.
Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe
                                                                 






Figure 2: Map showing all Nazi death camps located throughout Europe.
Figure 1: Pillars at the Memorial

The Information center is divided into six main sections which you can enter. The beginning section of the exhibition gives you a detailed timeline of how the Adolf Hitler and the Nationalist Socialist party terrorized the Jews living in both Germany and Europe between 1933 to 1945. The second section is named the room of Dimensions, it contains a number of different letters and diary entries written by Jews who were persecuted during this period. The third section is the Room of Families, it portrays 15 different Jewish families via a number of images and documents. The aim of this room was to show how diverse European Jews were prior to the event of the Holocaust. The fourth section is the Room of Names, this is an area where the public can sit and listen to recorded audio clips of biographies of Jews who were murdered during this period. According to the information center it would take a total of six years, seven months and twenty seven days to read all of these biographies in full via audio clips. The fifth section is the Room of Sites, it provides maps and locations of Europe where Jews were tortured and killed (See figure 2 as an example). The Sixth and final section gives the public access to different computers sand terminals to access further information regarding the murder of the European Jews during the Second World War.(2)
When you arrive at the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe the first feature that you will notice is the high amount of large pillars scattered in the area creating a form of labyrinth for tourists to walk through. This memorial was designed by the American architect Peter Eisenman from New York City (1). The aim for this labyrinth of over 2,700 stone pillars was to create the effect of distortion when you walk throughout it, this is to symbolize how the Jews felt during the Second World War when they were attacked and hunted down by the National Socialist Party. 
The idea of this memorial originally dates back to the 1980’s when a citizen initiative led by the German publicist Lea Rosh and the German historian Eberhard Jäckel aimed to create the memorial. The plans for the memorial was later approved and backed by the German Bundestag on June the 25th, 1999. It opened to the public on May 12th, 2005 (2). 





(2) Field of Stelae and information center. Memorial to the murdered Jews of Europe. [Leaflet from the Memorials information center}. 27th February 2018
(1) AFAR. 2018. Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe. [ONLINE] Available at: https://bit.ly/2Lf4OhN. [Accessed 16 May 2018].

	Opening Times
Information Center:
Spring – Summer Period (April to September) 
Tuesday – Sundays 10am – 8pm
Autumn – Winter Period (October to March)
Tuesday – Sundays 10am – 7pm
Map to where the Memorial is located in Berlin


Additional Information
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Figure 3: View of the Memorial

Contact Information
Phone: +49 – (0)30 -26 39 43 -36
Email: besuchservice@stiftung-denkmal.de

Figure 4

[image: https://www.jmberlin.de/sites/default/files/styles/jmb_gallery_slide/public/welcome-to-jerusalem-modell-klagemauer-galleryimage.jpg?itok=eI36kBtu][image: Jewish Museum]The ‘Welcome to Berlin’ exhibition is one of the largest and main exhibitions which can be found at the Jewish Museum Berlin. It opened on the 11th of December 2017 and will close on the 30th of April 2019. The goal of this exhibition is to show how the city of Jerusalem has evolved from its origins, its period when the Second Temple belonging to the Jews was active until how it is in the modern world. (4)
The modern Jewish Museum Berlin is located near Kreuzberg, Berlin. It is one of the most popular Jewish Museums throughout the world with its large vast exhibitions accessible to the public. The museum also hosts a library with a rich selection of different books and writings for the public to access and read during their visit.
Welcome to Jerusalem Exhibition





The Jewish Museum Berlin





	

Figure 6: Model of the Wailing Wall, located at the Exhibition.
Figure 5: The front of the Jewish Museum

The exhibition shows how the city of Jerusalem is seen as being the most Holy City within all the three major monotheistic religions across the world. Jerusalem is seen as being the most important location within Judaism due to it being the location where the Temples were built, as well as it being located in the land of Israel which the Jews were given to by God during the covenant. 
Instead of solely focusing on the historical aspects like many other museum exhibits, the ‘Welcome to Jerusalem’ exhibition also contains a section dedicated to showing visitors how it is like to live in modern Jerusalem. To do this they show a documentary called ‘24h Jerusalem’ by the German filmmaker Volker Heise (4). It follows the lives of ninety different Jerusalem citizens who come from different backgrounds and cultures within the city. This documentary shows how diverse the city of Jerusalem is and gives a close glance to how these people live their everyday lives.
The Jewish Museum Berlin was opened to the public back on the 13th of September, 2001. The vision to create and open a Jewish museum can be traced back to when Berlin was separated into two territories during the Cold War between the Western countries like the United States of America and the Eastern countries like Russia. The German born – American W. Michael Blumenthal was appointed director of the museum project during 1997 till September 2014. His idea was to change the museum from solely focusing on Berlin Jews to the entire history of German Judaism (3). This allowed for the museum to open more exhibits relating to other important subjects regarding the history of the Jews. Currently the Museum is under the supervision of the German federal government where they are funded by an annual grant. The museum is also open to donations to help with its budget from the public and any visitors who wish to do so. 




(4) JMBerlin.de. Welcome to Berlin. [ONLINE] Available at: https://bit.ly/2KAcOc4. [Accessed 16 May 2018].
(3) JMBerlin.de..W. Michael Blumenthal. [ONLINE] Available at: https://bit.ly/2LebMU7. [Accessed 16 May 2018].

[image: https://scontent-lhr3-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t1.15752-9/32805080_2151516414888464_1032526957050331136_n.jpg?_nc_cat=0&oh=80a766880c08aaafc37cce480a2dd53b&oe=5B807DE1][image: https://scontent-lhr3-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t1.15752-9/32725592_2151500024890103_4643610046482087936_n.jpg?_nc_cat=0&oh=b70ff4bd8ac4dbdab1dce4131b4ffdab&oe=5B82820A]	Another interesting part of the exhibition just outside of the Libeskind building is the Garden of Exile. This area contains over forty-nine concrete slabs similar to the ones located at the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe. Also like the memorial the Garden of Exile aims to give people a sense of disorientation while walking through it. One of the most fascinating features that the designer Daniel Libeskind added to Garden of Exile is the olive bushes which lay atop the stone pillars. The Purpose of these bushes is to symbolize that there is always hope no matter what disorientating situation that you are now in e.g. the pillars inside the garden (6).
One of the most interesting exhibitions at the Jewish Museum Berlin can be located within the Libeskind building. This zigzagged shaped building designed by the American architect Daniel Libeskind has become one of the most popular attractions for tourists who come to visit the museum. To access this building guests must enter an underground passageway from the main museum building. Once inside you can follow the many passageway lines which lead to different areas of this exhibition.



The Libeskind Building








Figure 9: Garden of Exile


[image: https://scontent-lhr3-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t1.15752-9/32853945_2151921364847969_1633622091280416768_n.jpg?_nc_cat=0&oh=85966c7147af43f7aa4264ae2160ba90&oe=5B8DB023]Contact Information
Phone: +49 (0)30 259 93 300
Address: Jewish Museum Berlin, Lindenstraße 9-14, 10969 Berlin
Additional Information
The Shalekhet installation is seen as being one of the most interesting parts of the exhibition in the Libeskind building. The reason for this is that this vast empty void in the building is filled with over 10,000 faces which are cut from plates of iron, this eerie display is meant to symbolize the victims which were murdered during the Shoah. Guests are also allowed to walk across this display and get a firsthand glimpse of this saddening installation. (5)
Figure 7: The Schalechet installation 

Prices
Ticket for all exhibitions: € 8
Can be reduced to €3 if shown student card.
Family ticket: €14
(Family – 2 adults with up to 4 children)
Free admission for children under 6.


(6) JMBerlin.de. Libeskind Building. [ONLINE] Available at: https://bit.ly/2wmsjy2. [Accessed 16 May 2018]
(5) JMBerlin.de. Shalekhet - Fallen Leaves. [ONLINE] Available at: https://bit.ly/2g4jDWa. [Accessed 16 May 2018].
Opening Times: 
Opens 10am – 8pm
Closed on: Rosh Hashanah (10 & 11 September), Yom Kippur (19 December), and Christmas Eve (24th December).
Figure 8: The iron faces at the Schalechet installation 

[image: https://scontent-lhr3-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t1.15752-9/32806929_2151975168175922_4975891862079406080_n.jpg?_nc_cat=0&oh=7c4eecab653fb1a366e9280c681d5802&oe=5B984529]	Layout of the Museum
Map of where the Museum is located in Berlin
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Figure 11
Figure 12

	The Camp
Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp
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[image: https://scontent-lhr3-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t1.15752-9/32752059_2151996261507146_2469574103204364288_n.jpg?_nc_cat=0&oh=0801270a39058a2211d25bc76158525d&oe=5B81D3FC]The camp was constructed by the SS under the leadership of the Reichsfuhrer Heinrich Himmler. Himmler was responsible for the construction and design of many of the major concentration camps which the Nazi party had built throughout the Second World War.


	

The Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp was one of the largest and most important camps to be constructed by the Nazi party during the Second World War. Due to its location so closely to the capital of Germany, it was decided that it would become the home base of the SS. Although there were many SS facilities built around the prison camp such as vehicle depots and training facilities, only the camp and other important facilities within the camps walls are available for tourists to come and visit. Figure 14 gives an overview of the complete layout of what the Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp looked like during the Second World War. Throughout the camp you can find important pieces of information which give you an insight into how the prisoners lived their daily lives and how the guards performed their duties.
Figure 14: Model of the Camp
Figure 13

The Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp is only a short journey outside of the city of Berlin, it is located on the outskirts of the town of Oranienburg. This concentration camp was active prior and throughout the Second World War by the Nationalist Socialist party who imprisoned and killed thousands of innocent lives. The camp now serves as both a memorial and a museum for people to visit and view how Nazi prisoners had to live their lives underneath the Nazi regime. It gives access to the buildings which prisoners had to live inside, it also gives access to the offices in which the Nazi prison officers would watch and in some scenarios shoot the prisoners who would be scattered throughout the camp. 




[image: https://scontent-lhr3-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t1.15752-9/32802211_2152197671487005_3157037172876378112_n.jpg?_nc_cat=0&oh=61286765cf71014ada8c1ffff4a7602f&oe=5B93B15B][image: https://scontent-lhr3-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t1.15752-9/32939088_2152160138157425_2001546070940712960_n.jpg?_nc_cat=0&oh=d5d47e256bf43225402cd3e62f817076&oe=5B8B7091]Throughout the Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp there are many different memorials built to honour and remember those who were imprisoned and those who died there. One of the largest and most noticeable memorials at the camp is the ‘Sachsenhausen National Memorial’ seen in figure 17. This memorial was originally from the Sachsenhausen national memorial from 1961 when this area of Germany was occupied by the Soviet Union. Although many aspects of the camp have been updated, this memorial remains due to its historical importance to the camp.
The Memorials











[image: https://scontent-lhr3-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t1.15752-9/32750562_2152160181490754_5028596342071492608_n.jpg?_nc_cat=0&oh=ed75e86a70552db869ba5f7bdc1dd8f2&oe=5B9CD771]Figure 15: Tower ‘A’ at the camp.

Inside of the camp you have the ability to enter into the towers which the SS guards were situated during the years the camp was active. Once inside these towers like the one shown in Figure 15, you have a clear view of the camp as well as the remaining prisoner huts where all the prisoners were placed. 
Inside the guard tower shown above in figure 15, there are a numerous amount of display cases which show tourists the equipment and weapons the guards used against the prisoners placed in the camp. In figure 16 you can see some of the display cases showing such weapons as the MP41 rifle and the numerous amount of striking weapons used to beat prisoners. 

Figure 17: Sachsenhausen Memorial.

[image: https://scontent-lhr3-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t35.0-12/29527337_2076790045694435_644908802_o.jpg?_nc_cat=0&oh=dae753c89203b864c0ec71f2e14178d7&oe=5ABAD9E3]You will also come across a number of other different smaller memorials scattered throughout the camp. Located in between the infirmary barracks and the main tower, you come across a small memorial to the fallen Jehovah’s witnesses who perished at the camp. This shows that there were many diverse groups imprisoned at Sachsenhausen.



[image: https://scontent-lhr3-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t1.15752-9/33021176_2152160124824093_4303764767706710016_n.jpg?_nc_cat=0&oh=18024172808a259d75601246338ad03a&oe=5B9985D5]Figure 18: Jehovah’s Witness memorial.
Figure 16: Weapons and equipment used by guards.

Additional Information
Opening Times
March 15th – October 14th: 
Everyday 8:30 – 18:00
October 15th – March 14th:
Everyday 8:30 – 16:30




Travel Information





[image: http://static-v3a.raileurope-world.com/local/cache-gd2/f4f96abc680d19933d885a6e66c97b5a.jpg]	
	

Cost
General Admission: Free to the public
Guided Tours: For those who are interested in having a guided tour of the camp, the prices for 15 guests will be €15. The maximum amount of guests which are allowed for the guided tour is 30. The price for this amount of people is €25. 

Figure 19: Berlin Central Station
Contact Information
Telephone Number: +49- (0)3301-200-0
Visitor Information: ++49-(0)3301-200-200
Email: besucherdienst@gedenkstaette-sachsenhausen.de

	One of the benefits of the city of Berlin is the easy access to using public transport to travel. Both locals and tourists have the options of using trams, buses, taxis as well as the trains which are located throughout the city. The easiest and most accessible way to get to the memorials listed above in the guide would be by both using the U-Bahn (underground train) and by using the S-Bahn (local railway). 
For students and travelers who are visiting Berlin for a short period, the best option would be purchasing a Berlin WelcomeCard. This card allows tourists to be able to use the train services scattered throughout the city as much as they want within the time period they have paid for. 




Ticket Prices

Berlin fare zone AB: 
· 48 Hours = €19.90
· 72 Hours = €28.90
· 4 Days = €33.50
· 5 days = €36.90
· 6 days = €42.50
Berlin fare zone ABC:
· 48 Hours = €22.90
· 72 hours = €30.90
· 4 days = €35.90
· 5 days = €41.50
· 6 days = €46.50
Travel Information









This is where the Jewish Museum Berlin is located. It takes a total of 19 minutes via train.
Which Fare zone to purchase
For those who are aiming to travel in the inner districts of the city of Berlin, then the AB fare zone ticket will be the most suitable. If travelers are aiming to just visit the Jewish museum and the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe then the AB fare zone ticket will be the most suitable option. However those who purchase the ABC fare zone ticket have access to the outer districts of the city such as Oranienburg and the Berlin-Schönefeld Airport.



[image: ]
This is where the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe is located. It takes a total of 6 minutes via train to arrive.

This is where the Berlin Central Station is located.


Contact Information
Phone Number: +49 (0) 30 – 25 00 23 33
Service Center times: Monday – Friday: 9am – 6pm
E-mail: info@visitBerlin.de 


Figure 20
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Travel to Sachsenhausen
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Figure 21

Unlike the other two places discussed in this guide, the trip to visit Sachsenhausen takes a longer time via the use of train due to it being located outside of Berlin in the town of Oranienburg. From the central station it will take approximately 45 -55 minutes to arrive. 
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